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Presentation
Proclamation Certi ficate

Appointment
Public Hearing

X Historic District Commission

Consent Item

Ordinance
Resolution

Policy Discussion

Work Session Discussion Item

x Other Certificate ofApproval

PUBLIC HEARING HISTORY

Please complete this section if agenda item
is a public hearing

Introduced

Advertised

Hearing Date

Record Held Open

Policy Discussion

TITLE CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL OF HAWP 43F

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

Applicant Christopher and Elizabeth Witzgall Request for two

tree removals at 20 Walker Avenue

SUPPORTING BACKGROUND

The applicant is requesting approval to remove two trees from the
rear yard a box elder and wild black cherry A certified arborist

report exhibit 6 recommends the removal of both trees The
condition of the wild cherry tree is very poor dead and the box

elder is losing large limbs into the neighbor s yard A letter from
the neighbor supporting the box elder removal is also attached
exhibit 8

At their meeting of June 5 2008 the Historic Preservation

Advisory Committee HPAC held a public hearing on this request
There was no public testimony for or against the application

The HPAC unanimously recommended approval finding the

proposed alteration in compliance with the Brookes Russell
Walker Historic District Design Guidelines and with the Secretary
of Interior Standard Two which states The historic character of a

property shall be retained and preserved The removal of historic
materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a

property shall be avoided The removal of two undesirable trees

will promote the growth of longer living more substantial trees

which will continue the heavily treed character of the

neighborhood and be beneficial to the overall environment

Staff and the HPAC recommend the HOC make the following
motion Grant approval of HAWP 43F and issue the Certificate
of Approval finding based on the record before HPAC and
for the reasons articulated by HPAC that the application
meets the Secretary of Interior Standards Two and the
Brookes Russell Walker Historic District Design Guidelines

DESIRED OUTCOME

Vote to approve or deny the issuance of the
Certificate of Approval



HPAC Public Hearing June 5 2008

HDC Review June 16 2008
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Applicant Christopher and Elizabeth Witzgall
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Application
Plat of property

Tree Inventory Data showing location of Tree

Tree Inventory Data for 20 Walker Avenue

Photographs of tree to be removed provided by applicant

Inspection Report by the Care of Trees April 23 2008

Letter from property owner dated May 27 2008

Letter from neighbor dated May 25 2008

Notice to include legal ad for public hearing in the May 28 2008

Gaithersburg Gazette

Public hearing notice sent out May 23 2008 to the required parties

Mailing List

By Reference Brookes Russell Walker Historic District Guidelines

By Reference Annotated Code of Maryland Article 66B Historic Resources

By Reference Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation

By Reference HD 14 Designation Documents

By Reference Qualifications of HPAC HDC and staff

By Reference Historic Preservation Ordinance

Letter from property owner dated May 29 2008



P CA PlANNING AND CODE ADMINISTRATION
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Gaiflumimrg

City of Gaithersburg 31 South SLlm llit Avenue Gaithersburg Maryland 20877 Telephone 301 258 330 Fax 30 258 6 336

plancode@gailhersburgmd gov IVvwgaithersburgmd gov

HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT

APPLICATION

I Application Numbe P

I
Dale Fiied 0 9J
Application Completed

HPAC Hearing Review

HOC Hearing Review 1 p 06in accordance with Chapter 24 Article XII of the City Code

Decision

I
Dateof Decision

1 SU8IECTPROPERTI

Address 2D t k I r

Lot f Block

v t N C tL I hrP II Jr g
Subdivision l I itz e 7 ic J

on 7 1 n3

IfrU J J 17

Tax Account Number

2 APPLICANT OWNER AUTHORIZED AGEIT

Name Chr rfrJ lh r Fit p 1 h Telephone 3AO OI2q
Address 2 f 1 a ck r ivP rII kr I b u B 10 7 07 T7

3 OWNER OF RECORD IF NOT APPLICANT

Name Telephone

Address

2 TIPE OI WORK CliKK PIROPRIAH

IJ Visible from public lY
i Not jsible rom public way

0 Fence IJ Window 0 Additions
0 Signage 0 Siding 0 Relocatillll
0 Parking 0 Rooting 0 Restoration
M Lanrlscape 0 ccessory Building 0 Demolition

o New Construction
o In kind Replacement
o LJtijitiemeters cabies etc

o Miscellaneous

4 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK h i U2cctJaS i LaJ tcSL d00oJ
n

h
u u

n

5 HISTORIC AREA WORK PERMIT PROCESS ANDAPI UCAlION SlJ8MISSION REQUIREMENTS SEE PAGES 2 7

I have read and understand the atlached information regarding process and requiremenls inobtaining a Historic Area Work
Permit

Signature Ghd1h1 lJ1
C V

CL 6eth tJiiJg cJ

Date fiLfJkt0i
5 1 03

1 of 7 OS 2006

1AWP Lf3y
1

fl2 5 0



f K 55 tsi J h reby Cert 1fyt at t u p1An OWnJlerCp i8 et

J cL L
1

t v nts ar correct mown n this plan

4 1tii c

it i J fo o 46
Nard

I

J i
I o l41 1

r Recartirteri c
C r Jr1 c

1 1a Vltfu rlm l f
4

I I fJi tr rt eptember 21 1970 q ij 1 i t C
i

r
11 f i C pLt

b
q

JkJJ
V s

L
i H j 4

t
Ii li 11f I

Irre l l i lLIc
L SiL q vil L t liili t i f I k

T S d 46B7 1 J 1 rmi i ti fl 11 1T1 ffl i 0 R Humphrey Cisse R I
i lJrr IJ t

I Il P

I
0 I fr rl J

U I 1JjI n r r l
i 1

Ir r il Jtw r r
r 3

or ts Jl 1a tU J I

IIlt 1 OJ 7t lJt
I r

1
J

I I

UI
l Ill 1 U rln I li r i

lt
l1 t i 1 t 11 Jf 1 r l i Of

t 1
J jl l Il i I1 1rl n Cl 1

SURr Z it hi i l 9
J Jn1 iT t Ur rt 7hf r K

nf t R Htimphrey Cis8cl RT S 11r r i iii i ltJ 11 1 i f IP fN

t

1i

Oo

l
fIouse Location

lot 20
S ADDrtION TO GAITHERSBURG
ry CoUnty Yal1land
y Cissel SUrveys
So Perry street

Ro cknlIe Yd

Jp
1

F im Yi i t

t

f d
r l

i

1 r

1

r9I
It
l j
l i

r I f
I

r l I t

7Cd Ji Cr rnr

f J A v

fji
O

1
O 9
l

P

HAWP B P
i Ot

to 5 of



Tree Inventory for Brookes Russell Walker
Historic District

366
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careoftTees
Our Business is People

And Their Love for Trees@

The Care ofTrees Tel
8000 Queenair Drive Fax

Gaithersburg MD 20879 Web

301 444 9041
301 444 9049

www thecareoftrees com

Client Mr and Mrs Witzgall
20 Walker Avenue

Gaithersburg Maryland 20877

Date of Visit April 23 2008
Observer Melissa Lawler

ISA Certified Arborist MA 0700A

Primary Reason for Visit

The purpose ofthis inspection was to ascertain the condition and structural stability ofthe trees on the property
of20 Walker Avenue The following observations weremade by Melissa Lawler an ISA Certified Arborist

Observations

Boxelder 22 DBH 69 08 in circumference
The primary concern is over the loss of large limbs that have in the past broken from the canopy ofthis tree and
fallen into the neighbor s yard where achild s play set exists Industry standard states branch failures occur

when the strength ofthe wood is exceeded by either unusual stresses and or compromised by the presence of
defects such as weak branch attachment Additionally this species grows rapidly creating a competition for
other sun loving plants due to the shade produced by its canopy In some areas it is considered an invasive

species In my opinion this tree should be removed due to the species the proximity to achild s play area and

past history oflimb failure

Wild Black Cherry 16 DBH50 24 in circumference

The overall condition ofthis tree is very poor The only live viable limbs are adventitious growth sprouts This
tree also compromises the growth pattern ofthe adjacent trees This tree should be removed to ground level and
the stump should not be ground out due to the proximity ofother tree roots that would be impacted during the

stump grinding process

The inspection ofthese trees consisted solely ofa visual inspection from the ground While more thorough
techniques are available for inspection and evaluation they were neither requested nor considered necessary or

appropriate at this time

Arborists are tree specialists who use their education knowledge training and experience to examine trees

recommend measures to enhance their health and beauty and to attempt to reduce the risk of living near trees
Clients may choose to accept or disregard the recommendations ofthe arborist or to seek additional advice

Trees and other plantlife are living changing organisms affected by innumerable factors beyond our control
Arborists cannot detect or anticipate every condition or event that could possibly lead to the structural failure of
a tree Conditions are often hidden within the trees and below ground Arborists cannot guarantee that a tree

will be healthy or safe under all circumstances for any specific period or when a tree or its parts may fail I

Further remedial treatments as with any treatment or therapy cannot be guaranteed

Ii ip
g j

I 61



Christoph Elizabeth Wrtzgall
20 Walker Avenue

Gaithersburg MD 20877

May 27 2008

Historic Preservation Advisory Committee

City ofGaithersburg
31 South Summit Avenue

Gaithersburg MD 20877

We are writing in support ofthe Historic Area Work Pennit Request HAWP43 F We apologize for not

being here in person which is due to family obligations in Kansas We are requesting the removal of
two trees at the rearof our 20 WalkerAvenue home

One tree is an old black cherry tree covered with vines and almost totally dead This tree is withinthree
or four feet of a very large catalpa tree and a maple tree Removing the tree will remove the potential of
the tree or its branches falling down in an unstructured and dangerous manner

The other tree is an old box elder tree which is located along the property line of 18 Walker Avenue
This tree is in trouble Many of its branches are dead because it is boxed in between two other trees of
its size Heavily shaded on our side by similar trees almost all of its greenery can be found on our

neighbor s side where fallen branches have been a problem Two years ago a large size branch broke
off A similar branch which we estimate at about 18 feet extends almost horizontally over the area

where the children play at 18 Walker It presents cause for concem

Wetherefore ask for pennission to remove these trees

We have not yet decided about replacing the box elder but will make this decision in consultation with
the contracted arborist after the tree has been removed This arborist has recommended against a

replacement tree for the black cherry

Sincerely

o bel tJ anJtV l crA

lAwP 4 fz

1 1
5 Oal



The Searles Family
18 Walker Avenue

Gaithersburg MD 20877

May 25 2008

Historic Preservation Advisory Committee

City of Gaithersburg
31 South Summit Avenue

Gaithersburg MD 20877

We are writing in support ofthe Historic Area Work Permit Request HAWP43 F for the removal ofthe
box elder tree which is on the Wrtzgall property at 20 WalkerAvenue but predominantly overhangs our

property at 18 Walker Avenue Several large limbs have fallen from this tree into the area of our

garden which is mostly used as a children s play area and where their playground equipment is located

We note that there are a several trees in the Wrtzgall s yard which are within a few feet of this tree It
may be that the competition for light is the cause of the problem At any rate the removal ofthis dying
tree will be a benefit to the neighborhood

u
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May 20 2008

Q
Gaithersburg

A CHARACTER COUNTS CITY

Ashby Tanner Law Section
The Gaithersburg Gazette

P O Caller 6006

Gaithersburg Maryland 20884

Dear Ashby

Please publish the following legal advertisement in the May 28 2008 issue of the Gaithersburg
Gazette

incerel

Oig Planner

Planning and Code Administration ASSIGN CODE HA WP 43F

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Historic Preservation Advisory Committee of the City of Gaithersburg will conduct a public
hearing on HA WP 43 F filed by Christopher and Elizabeth WitzgalL on

THURSDAY

JUNE 5 2008

AT 7 30 P M

or as soon thereafter as this matter can be heard in the Council Chambers at 31 South Summit
Avenue Gaithersburg Maryland

The application requests a celiificate ofapproval from the City s Historic District Commission for a tree

removal request at 20 Walker Avenue S24 228 ofthe City Code Zoning Ordinance requires a historic
area work permit for altering exterior features ofa historic resource The subject property located on Lot
20 of the Walkers Addition to Gaithersburg is a contributing resource to the Brookes Russell Walker
Historic District

Further information may be obtained from the Planning and Code Administration Department at City
Hall 31 South Summit Avenue between the hours of 8 am and 5 p m Monday through Friday

Eliza Voigt Planner

Planning and Code Administration

EBV

Acct 133649

City of Gaithersburg 31 South Summit Avenue Gaithersburg Maryland 20877 2098
301 258 6300 FAX 301 948 6149 TTY 301 258 6430 cityhall@gaithersburgmd gov wwwgaithersburgmd gov

MAYOR

Sidney A Katz
COUNCIL MEMBERS

Jud Ashman

Cathy CDrzyzgula
Henry F Marraffa Jr

Ryan Spiegel
MichaelA Sesma

ACTING CITY MANAC

James D Arnoult z Hlw P 13f

W 4
0 o



Q
Gaithersburg

A CHARACTER COUNTS CITY

CITY OF GAITHERSBURG
31 South Summit Avenue

Gaithersburg Maryland 20877

Telephone 301 258 6330

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The City of Gaithersburg Historic Preservation Advisory Committee will conduct a

public hearing at the time and place noted below

Meeting
Application Type
File Number

Location

Applicant
Development
Day DatelTime

Place

Historic Preservation Advisory Committee

Historic Area Work Permit Request
HAWP 43F

20 Walker Avenue

Lot 20 of the Walkers Addition to Gaithersburg
Christopher and Elizabeth Witzgall
Brookes Russell Walker Historic District

Thursday June 5 2008 7 30 p m

COUNCIL CHAMBERS GAITHERSBURG CITY HALL
31 SOUTH SUMMIT AVENUE

IMPORTANT

The application requests acertificate of approval from the City s Historic District Commission for a

tree removal request 20 Walker Avenue Section 24 228 of the City Code Zoning Ordinance

requires a historic area work permit for altering exterior features of a historic resource The subject
property located on Lot 20 Walkers Addition to Gaithersburg is a contributing resource to the

Brookes Russell Walker Historic District Contact the Planning and Code Administration City
Planner listed below at 301 258 6330 if you should have any questions and or to learn more

about this process and your ability to offer testimony and input

CITY OF GAITHERSBURG

By
Eliza V PI

Planning and Code Administration

SEE LOeATlON MAP ON REVERSE SIDE



NOTICES SENT THIS 23th DAV OF MAV 2008 TO

APPLICANT AND INTERESTED PARTIES

A list of interested parties and agencies is available in the file in the Planning and

Code Administration

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

CITY STAFF
Jim Arnoult Acting City Manager
Frederick J Felton Assistant City Manager
Tony Tomasello Assistant City Manager
N Lynn Board City Attorney
Britta Monaco Public Information Director

Doris Stokes Administrative Assistant

Jeff Baldwin City Web Administrator via email

LOCATION MAP



OCCUPANT

21 MARYLAND AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

11 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT
15 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

17 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

19 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT
21 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

23 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT
25 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

27 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

13 MARYLAND AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

15 MARYLAND AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

17 MARYLAND AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

19 MARYLAND AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

23 MARYLAND AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

25 MARYLAND AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

27 MARYLAND AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT
12 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

14 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT
16 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

18 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

20 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

22 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

24 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

OCCUPANT

26 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

ELIZABETH B WITZGALL
20 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

JOSEPH F L SCHULER

30 WALKER AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD 20877

tlAW P lf3F

1 if II
I 61 fj of



f tfAWf7 Lt3 f
Christoph Elizabeth Witzgall
20 Walker Avenue

Gaithersburg MD 20877

May 29 2008

Historic Preservation Advisory Committee

City of Gaithersburg
31 South SummitAvenue

Gaithersburg MD 20877

We are writing in support of the Historic Area Work Permit Request HAWP 43 F We apologize for not

being here in person which is due to family obligations in Kansas We are requesting the removal of

two trees at the rearofour 20 WalkerAvenue home

One tree is an old black cherry tree covered with vines and almost totally dead This tree is within three

or four feet of a very large catalpa tree and a maple tree Removing the tree will remove the potential of

the tree or its branches falling down in an unstructured and dangerous manner

The other tree is an old box elder tree which is located along the property line of 18 Walker Avenue

This tree is in trouble Many of its branches are dead because it is boxed in between two other trees of

its size Heavily shaded on our side by similar trees almost all of its greenery can be found on our

neighbors side where fallen branches have been a problem Two years ago a large size branch broke

off A similar branch which we estimate at about 18 feet extends almost horizontally over the area

where the children play at 18 Walker It presents cause for concem

We therefore ask for permission to remove these trees

We are in favor of replacement as all our trees are quite old However the trees considered for

removal are not freestanding In the case of the black cherry the contracted arborist has

recommended against stump removal so as to not damage the roods of the adjacent trees The

situation is similar for the box elder This consideration points to issues conceming the suitability and

feasibility of the replacement locations We therefore suggest that we make a decision about

replacement in consultation with the arborist after the removals have been completed

Sincerely

US 1 6eII tfLtJ8 uL ctJ yt G C lze


