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TITLE: 
Proclamation of the Mayor and City Council Designating 
December 1, 2008 as “Marty Monks Day” in the City of 
Gaithersburg 

 

SUPPORTING BACKGROUND: 
The Gaithersburg Judy Center opened in 2002 to serve low-
income families living in the Rosemont and Summit Hall school 
communities.  Many young children were not school ready, and 
were entering kindergarten without English language skills or were 
lacking other school-readiness experiences. 
 
Federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds from 
the City of Gaithersburg coupled with grant funds from the 
Maryland State Department of Education enabled MCPS to 
develop and staff a comprehensive early learning program housed 
in a fully equipped modular building on the grounds of Summit Hall 
Elementary School. Judy Center programs are designed to engage 
families with children ages 0 – 5 in activities that promote healthy 
brain development and strong language and literacy skills that 
prepare them to succeed in school. 
 
The Gaithersburg Judy Center is now in its sixth year of operation, 
and has recently expanded to include families and young children 
in the Washington Grove Elementary School attendance area.   
 
In August, MCPS and the Gaithersburg Judy Center submitted an 
application to the Judith P. Hoyer Foundation under its Innovative 
Spirit Award for 2008 category for an intergenerational literacy and 
play group created in 2007 between the youngest Judy Center 
children (0-3) and the elderly residents of Forest Oak Towers.  
MCPS was recently notified by the Judith P. Hoyer Foundation that 
the Judy Center was selected as the statewide winner under this 
category.   
 
This is a significant achievement for the Judy Center and this 
evening’s proclamation is to honor Marty Monks, who has been the 
Program Manager since the inception of the project.   
 
 
 

DESIRED OUTCOME: 
Issue Proclamation 

 


