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TITLE: 
 
Readings and Certificates of Recognition Presented to the 
18th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Literary Arts Contest 
Winners 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING BACKGROUND: 
 
The 1st place winners of the City of Gaithersburg and Gazette 
Newspapers 18th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Literary Arts 
Contest were in attendance and presented their essays at the 
County Martin Luther King Celebration on Monday, January 19th at 
the Music Center at Strathmore.  We are proud to welcome them 
here tonight to once again read their work and receive their 
certificates from the City and awards from the Gazette Newspaper. 
 
Their work was judged and chosen as exceptional by members of 
the City’s Educational and Multicultural Affairs Committees. This 
year the students addressed the theme, “Dr. Luther King Jr.: Truth, 
Justice and Equality”. All work was judged anonymously and a 
scoring system was used. 
 
Congratulations to the first place authors.  A special thanks to the 
200 Gaithersburg students and their teachers that participated in 
the Contest this year. You all did an outstanding job! 
 
1st place authors (read essays and receive certificates and award) 
 
Edward Krasniewski, 12th grader 
Northwest High School 
 
Jersie Mbu, 9th grader 
Gaithersburg High School 
 
Katherine Rodas, 5th grader 
Washington Grove Elementary School 

 
DESIRED OUTCOME: 
 
First place award winners will read their essays and receive a 
certificate from the City and an award from the Gazette. 
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