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In September 1968, Congress authorized President Lyndon
B. Johnson to proclaim National Hispanic Heritage Week.
The observance was expanded in 1988 to a month long
celebration (Sept. 15 — Oct. 15) to celebrate the culture and
traditions of U.S. residents who trace their roots to Spain,
Mexico and the Spanish-speaking nations of Central
America, South America and the Caribbean. September 15"
was chosen as the starting point for the celebration because
it is the anniversary of independence of five Latin American
countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras
and Nicaragua.

The City’s Multicultural Affairs Committee (MCA) sponsored a
reception this evening in honor of the valuable contributions
of Hispanic Americans. Musical entertainment was provided
in both English and Spanish by Mr. Jacob Moreno. MCA
encourages you to participate in local events and programs
taking place throughout the month to continue to learn and
celebrate the Hispanic culture.

The Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) Residency
and International Admissions (RIA), formerly known as the
International Student Admissions Office (ISAO), facilitates the
enrollment of eligible international students, foreign students
and US citizen students coming from foreign and other US
schools into MCPS, as well as, provides assistance and
support to school system staff in resolving residency and
enrollment issues. In recognition of the valuable services
offered, we are presenting Nivea Cordova Berrios, Director of
RIA, with this year's proclamation. We thank Nivea and her
staff at RIA for all their contributions ensuring success for all
students.
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