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TITLE: 
Presentation Regarding the Traffic Demonstration Project 
Along Kentlands Boulevard  

 

SUPPORTING BACKGROUND: 
One of the general recommendations of the Kentlands 
Boulevard Commercial District plan was to “make physical 
improvements to promote traffic calming and reduce 
pedestrian conflicts along Kentlands Boulevard”. One of the 
specific recommendations to accomplish this was to narrow 
the crossing distance for pedestrians by  closing  left turn 
bays and  expanding the median sections at various 
locations along Kentlands Boulevard.  
 
On August 3, 2009, the Mayor and City Council approved a 
resolution to  close the  left turn lanes in both directions, 
along Kentlands Blvd. at: 

• Tschiffely Square Road 
• Booth Street 
• the entrance to Whole Foods  

 
On August 4, 2009, Public Works used traffic cones to close 
the left turn bays at Kentlands Blvd. and the entrance to 
Whole Foods as a traffic demonstration project prior to 
moving forward with the permanent closure of these left turn 
bays.  
 
The purpose of this presentation is to update the Mayor and 
City Council on our observations of this project as well as any 
feedback we’ve received from citizens. 
 

 

DESIRED OUTCOME: 
 
Hear Presentation 
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MEMORANDUM TO: Mayor and City Council   
 
FROM:   Ollie Mumpower 

Engineering Services Director 
    Public Works 
 
VIA:    Angel Jones 
    City Manager 
 
DATE:    August 25, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Kentlands Boulevard traffic demonstration project update 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
One of the general recommendations of the Kentlands Boulevard Commercial District 
plan was to “make physical improvements to promote traffic calming and reduce 
pedestrian conflicts along Kentlands Boulevard”. One of the specific recommendations 
to accomplish this was to narrow the crossing distance for pedestrians by  closing  left 
turn bays and  expanding the median sections at various locations along Kentlands 
Boulevard.  
 
On August 3, 2009, the Mayor and City Council approved a resolution to close the left 
turn lanes in both directions along Kentlands Blvd., at the following locations: 

• Tschiffely Square Road 
• Booth Street 
• the entrance to Whole Foods  

 
On August 4, 2009, Public Works staff used traffic cones to close the left turn bays at 
Kentlands Blvd. and the entrance to Whole Foods as a traffic demonstration project prior 
to moving forward with the permanent closure of these left turn bays. The purpose of this 
demonstration project was to provide an opportunity for the public to comment on this 
project after being able to see how it operates in the field and for staff to observe the 
intersection and, if needed, make any modifications prior to the permanent lane 
closures. Staff chose this location due to the heavier volume of traffic that passed thru 
the intersection. 
 
STAFF OBSERVATIONS 
 
Staff has visited the site on both peak and non peak hours. Field observations indicate 
that most of the westbound traffic arrives in surges about two minutes apart due to the 
metering effect on the traffic signal at the MD 119 and Kentlands Blvd. intersection. 
When this surge occurs during the peak hours westbound traffic backs up close to the 
Market Street roundabout. However these back ups disappear within 30 seconds – 
which is an acceptable timeframe.  
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Since summer traffic volumes are generally lower than during the rest of the year staff 
scheduled additional traffic counts and traffic observations for the first week school was 
back in session. As part of the September 8, 2009, Mayor and City Council meeting staff 
will provide an update on our findings. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
We received the following public comments on this project: 
• Staff  received  several general inquires asking why the project is being undertaken, 

questions  regarding the ultimate location of the turn lane closures and the question 
of if left turn would still be allowed here – the answer was yes left turns would still be 
allowed. 

• Montgomery County Police indicated there was some discussion of this issue on a 
local listserv. I worked with the Police to put together some general educational 
information on this project that the Police then posted on the listserv. 

• Two phone calls and one e-mail were received in oposition to the project due to the 
extra congestion it caused along Kentlands Blvd. 

• One phone call was received concerned about the additional congestion along 
Kentlands Blouveard but was accepting of the additional congestion as a tradeoff for 
providing improved pedestrian crossings in the area 

• One e-mail suggested we collect additional information once school was back in 
session to be sure the data we looked at was representative of ordinary traffic 
conditions. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Staff recommends moving forward with the left turn lane closures at five of the six 
proposed locations. At the September 8, 2009, meeting staff will provide a 
recommendation for the westbound left turn along Kentlands Blvd. at the entrance to 
Whole Foods, based on the new traffic counts and traffic observations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29




