


 
NOTICES SENT THIS 24th DAY OF AUGUST, 2009, TO: 

APPLICANT AND INTERESTED PARTIES 

(A list of interested parties and agencies is available in the file in the Planning and 
Code Administration.) 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION  
 
CITY STAFF 
Angel L. Jones, City Manager 
Frederick J. Felton, Assistant City Manager  
Tony Tomasello, Assistant City Manager 
N. Lynn Board, City Attorney  
Britta Monaco, Public Information Director  
Doris Stokes, Administrative Assistant 
Jeff Baldwin, City Web Administrator (via email) 

 
 

LOCATION MAP 
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OCCUPANT

103 BROOKES AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

21 BROOKES AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

106 BROOKES AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

3 LEE ST
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

105 RUSSELL AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

12 RUSSELL AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
16 RUSSELL AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
22 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
24 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
26 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
101 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
104 RUSSELL AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

106 RUSSELL AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

102 BROOKES AVE APT A
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

102 BROOKES AVE APT B
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

104 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

19 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

102 RUSSELL AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

MARKTRUST ALEXANDER
17301 GERMANTOWN RD

GERMANTOWN MD  20874

KATHRYN DTRUST SCHUMACHER
105 RUSSELL AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

ASBURY METHODIST HOME INC
301 RUSSELL AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

KATHRYN DTRUST SCHUMACHER

105 RUSSELL AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

KATHRYN DTRUST SCHUMACHER

105 RUSSELL AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877
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Katherine Gates, Applicant, stated they did explore the idea of removing only a portion of the River 
Birch. The tree service said that the tree would not survive a partial removal.  Ms. Gates would like 
to replace both trees and asked if the committee had suggestions as to the type of tree.  
 
Mr. Blaser suggested planting a tree in the planting islands instead of the current location of the 
River Birch and Ms. Gates suggested that the replacement tree for the Golden Rain should not be 
placed close enough to encroach on the neighbor’s property as it grows. 
 
Member La France said that the Golden Rain is in very bad shape and it is urgent to remove this tree 
as it may cause damage to the house.  Further, she has a concern that the infiltration of the root 
system from the River Birch may damage the historic house and possibly affect the architectural 
detail. 
 

The motion was made by Member Coratola, to close the record of 
HAWP 28H, seconded by Member Johnson. 

VOTE:  5-0 
 
Member Coratola moved that HAWP 28H be recommended for 
approval, seconded by Member La France, finding the proposed 
alterations in compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standard 
Two which states: “The historic character of a property shall be 
retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration 
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.” 
The trees should be removed so that they will not damage the property 
and affect the historic character of the structure. The request is also in 
conformance with the Brookes, Russell, and Walker Historic District 
Design Guidelines.  
 
The following condition will apply: The applicant shall plant two 
replacement trees somewhere on-site within one year. 

VOTE:  5-0  

 
 HAWP 110  Applicant: Paul Shinn   
  102 Russell Avenue 
   Construct Patio, Add Porch Stairs and Relocate Fence 
 
Planner Voigt stated that this public hearing was duly advertised in the Washington Examiner on 
September 26, the property posted, and there were 18 exhibits in the record file. The property is a 
non-contributing resource to the Brookes, Russell, and Walker Historic District. 
 
Paul Shinn, Applicant, stated that he would like to improve the area between the porch and garage 
with a concrete paver patio.  He would like to move the fence eight feet towards Russell Avenue to 
add space to his side yard and so he can better utilize his outdoor space.  The fence line will be even 
with the front of the porch.  He is also proposing a new stair addition to his screened porch so that he 
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can access the porch from the outside.  The new stair railing will mimic the style of the existing 
railings in the front of the house. 
 
Chair Arkin asked if there is information in the design guidelines for patio materials.  The committee 
determined that there is not. 
 
Member Coratola questioned the size and type of the screen door for the porch. Mr. Shinn responded 
that the new door will replicate the screen door on the front of the house. 
 
Member Johnson questioned whether the relocated fence will match the existing fence. Mr. Shinn 
responded that he is planning on only replacing the fence posts and re-use the existing fence panels.  
He is planning on using a supersonic excavation tool to excavate the fence posts to preserve the tree 
root system. 
 
Member La France questioned the new fence placement and whether it conformed to the design 
guidelines.  Mr. Shinn responded that it is at least 10 feet from the existing curb. Member Coratola 
stated that in his opinion they are in compliance with the fence guidelines. 
 
Member Day asked whether the cement slab at the bottom of the new porch stairs would have pavers 
on it. Member Coratola commented that you do not need to have the cement slab for support.  Mr. 
Shinn said he would consider slate at this location rather than concrete. The slate would be a 
continuation of the slate path which leads from the patio on the other side of the hose. 
 
Member La France questioned whether the concrete paver patio would provide enough drainage and 
not impact the tree roots.  Member Coratola said that he had worked with this type of patio design 
and it is an approved system used by architects. He also stated that the applicant has paid a lot of 
attention to detail, has recycled and re-used materials, and the plan is a good design. Member Day 
stated that this plan makes the home a more enjoyable place to live. 
 
 

The motion was made by Member Coratola, to close the record of 
HAWP 110, seconded by Member Day. 

VOTE:  5-0 
 
Member Day moved that HAWP 110 be recommended for approval, 
seconded by Member Johnson. The request is in conformance with the 
Brookes, Russell, and Walker Historic District Design Guidelines. (As 
it is a non-contributing resource to the historic district it does need to 
meet the Secretary of Interior’s Standards.) 
 
The following condition will apply: The cement slab currently proposed  
at the bottom of the newly constructed porch steps should be altered to  
be a footer, and have the existing flagstone path lead to the bottom porch  
step. 

VOTE:  5-0  
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