
 
MEETING DATE: 
 
September 21, 2009 

CALL TO PODIUM: 

 
Eliza Voigt  

RESPONSIBLE STAFF: 

 
Eliza Voigt, Planner 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM: 
(please check one) 
  

 Presentation 
 Proclamation/Certificate 
 Appointment 
 Public Hearing 

x Historic District Commission 

 Consent Item 

 Ordinance 
 Resolution 
 Policy Discussion 
 Work Session Discussion Item 

x Other: Certificate of Approval  
  
  
  
  
PUBLIC HEARING HISTORY: 
  
(Please complete this section if agenda item 
is a public hearing) 
  
  
Introduced  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertised 

 
Hearing Date  
Record Held Open  
Policy Discussion  

 

TITLE: HAWP 110A  - CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL  
 

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION  
Applicant: Paul Shinn and Angelee Mullins,  
Request: Modify Porch Stairs Landing at 102 Russell Avenue.   
 

SUPPORTING BACKGROUND: 
 
The HDC previously approved the current project as a Historic 
Area Work Permit (HAWP) 110 in October 2008.  The HAWP was 
a request to construct a patio, relocate the fence, and add stairs to 
an existing screened porch. The applicant is now requesting to 
amend his plan and modify the materials and size of the stairway 
landing. During the construction, he realized that he had enough 
extra material and pavers to lay a 60 square foot rectangular 
landing of pavers (same pavers as the patio) at the base of his 
stairs, instead of the smaller landing of slate pavers previously 
planned for this area.   
 
At their meeting of September 3, 2009, the Historic Preservation 
Advisory Committee (HPAC) held a public hearing on this request. 
There was no public testimony for or against the application.  
 
The HPAC unanimously recommended approval, finding the 
proposed alteration in compliance with the Brookes, Russell, and 
Walker Historic District Design Guidelines.  102 Russell Avenue is 
a non-contributing resource to the Brookes, Russell, and Walker 
Historic District since it is infill construction built in 1997.  
 
Staff and the HPAC recommend the HDC make the following 
motion: Grant approval of HAWP 110A and issue the 
Certificate of Approval, finding, based on the record before 
HPAC and for the reasons articulated by HPAC, that the 
application meets the Brookes, Russell, and Walker Historic 
District Design Guidelines. 

 

DESIRED OUTCOME: 
 

Vote to approve or deny the issuance of the 
Certificate of Approval. 
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STAFF COMMENTS FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

  
 
Meeting Date:  September 3, 2009 
 
Title:    HAWP 110A 
 
Request:   Modify Patio and Porch Stairs 
 
Address:   102 Russell Avenue 
 
Historic District:  Brookes, Russell, and Walker   
 
Applicant:   Paul Shinn 
 
  
Background 
102 Russell Avenue is a non-contributing resource to the Brookes, Russell, and Walker 
(BRW) Historic District since it is infill construction built in 1997.  The original 
construction of the house was reviewed by the HPAC as HAWP 40 (with a number of 
amendments).  The Inventory of the BRW Historic District shows it as a Neo-
Foursquare design with a hipped roof and wrap porch.  
 
Discussion of the proposed project 
The HPAC reviewed the current project as a Historic Area Work Permit (HAWP) 110 in 
October 2008.  The HAWP was a request to construct a patio, relocate the fence, and 
add stairs to his existing screened porch. The HAWP was approved by the Historic 
District Commission (HDC) with the condition that “the cement slab currently proposed 
at the bottom of the newly constructed porch steps be altered to be a footer, and have 
the existing flagstone path lead to the bottom porch step.”  
 
The applicant is now requesting to amend his plan, as he has enough extra material 
and pavers that he would like to lay a 60 square foot rectangular landing of pavers 
(same pavers as the patio) instead of the slate pavers alone.   
 
Compliance with Guidelines 
The Brookes, Russell and Walker Historic District has design guidelines to guide the 
HPAC in their review.  As a non-contributing resource, the review by the HPAC is less 
strict for this property.  
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HPAC Public Hearing – September 3, 2009 
HDC Review – September 21, 2009 
 
 
 

INDEX OF MEMORANDA 
HAWP-110A 

 
Applicant: Paul Shinn 

102 Russell Avenue  
Modify the porch steps and patio addition  

 
Number  Exhibit 
 

1. Application 

2. Location Map 

3. Hard copy of  seven page powerpoint on project 

4. Notice to include legal ad for public hearing in the August 26, 2009, 

Gaithersburg Gazette 

5. Public hearing notice, sent out August 24, 2009, to the required parties 

6. Mailing List 

7. Minutes from October 2008 HPAC meeting 

8. By Reference: Brookes, Russell, Walker Historic District Guidelines 

9. By Reference: Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 66B, Historic Resources 

10. By Reference: Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilitation 

11. By Reference: HD-14 Designation Documents 

12. By Reference: Qualifications of HPAC, HDC, and staff 

13. By Reference: Historic Preservation Ordinance 
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City of Gaithersburg •  31 South Summit Avenue, Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877-2098 
301-258-6300 • FAX 301-258-6149 • TTY 301-258-6430 • cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov • www.gaithersburgmd.gov 

 

 

August 21, 2009 
 
 
Bonnie Geiger 
Law Section 
The Gazette Newspaper 
2-A North Market Street 
Frederick, Maryland 21701 
 
Dear Ms. Geiger: 
 
Please publish the following legal advertisement in the August 26, 2009, issue of the Gaithersburg Gazette. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Jacqueline Marsh, Planner  
Planning and Code Administration     ASSIGN CODE: HAWP-110A          Acct# 133649 
 
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

The Historic Preservation Advisory Committee of the City of Gaithersburg will conduct a public hearing 
on HAWP 110A, filed by Paul Shinn, on  
 

THURSDAY 
SEPTEMBER 3, 2009 

AT 7:30 P.M. 
 
or as soon thereafter as this matter can be heard in the Council Chambers at 31 South Summit Avenue, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland. 
 
The application requests a certificate of approval from the City’s Historic District Commission for a 
request to modify the porch steps and patio addition at 102 Russell Avenue.  Sec. 24-228 of the City 
Code (Zoning Ordinance) requires a historic area work permit for altering exterior features of a historic 
resource. The subject property, located in the Lot P13 of the Russell and Brookes Addition to 
Gaithersburg is a contributing resource to the Brookes, Russell, Walker Historic District. 
 

Further information may be obtained from the Department of Planning and Code Administration at City Hall, 
31 South Summit Avenue, between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, or visit the City’s 
website at www.gaithersburgmd.gov. 
 
Jacqueline Marsh, Planner  
Planning and Code Administration 

 

MAYOR 
Sidney A. Katz 

CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Jud Ashman 

Cathy C. Drzyzgula 
Henry F. Marraffa, Jr. 

Michael A. Sesma 
Ryan Spiegel 

CITY  MANAGER 
Angel L. Jones 

 

97

evoigt
PCA - Historic District Comittee



 
 

CITY OF GAITHERSBURG 
31 South Summit Avenue 

Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877 
Telephone: 301-258-6330 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The City of Gaithersburg Historic Preservation Advisory Committee will conduct a 
public hearing at the time and place noted below.  
 
Meeting:  Historic Preservation Advisory Committee 
Application Type: Historic Area Work Permit Request 

File Number:  HAWP-110A 

Location:  102 Russell Avenue 

   Lot P13 of the Russell and Brookes Addition  

Applicant:  Paul Shinn 

Development:  Brookes, Russell, Walker Historic District 

Day/ Date/Time: Thursday, September 3, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 

Place: COUNCIL CHAMBERS, GAITHERSBURG CITY HALL  
31 SOUTH SUMMIT AVENUE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

***IMPORTANT *** 
The application requests a certificate of approval from the City’s Historic District Commission to 
modify the porch steps and patio addition at 102 Russell Avenue. Section 24-228 of the City Code 
(Zoning Ordinance) requires a historic area work permit for altering exterior features of a historic 
resource. The subject property, located on Lot P13 in the Russell and Brookes Addition to 
Gaithersburg, is a non-contributing resource to the Brookes, Russell, and Walker Historic District. 
Contact the Planning and Code Administration City Planner (listed below) at (301) 258-6330 if 
you should have any questions and/or to learn more about this process and your ability to offer 
testimony and input.  

CITY OF GAITHERSBURG 
 

  
Eliza Voigt, Planner 
Planning and Code Administration 

SEE LOCATION MAP ON REVERSE SIDE 
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NOTICES SENT THIS 24th DAY OF AUGUST, 2009, TO: 

APPLICANT AND INTERESTED PARTIES 

(A list of interested parties and agencies is available in the file in the Planning and 
Code Administration.) 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION  
 
CITY STAFF 
Angel L. Jones, City Manager 
Frederick J. Felton, Assistant City Manager  
Tony Tomasello, Assistant City Manager 
N. Lynn Board, City Attorney  
Britta Monaco, Public Information Director  
Doris Stokes, Administrative Assistant 
Jeff Baldwin, City Web Administrator (via email) 

 
 

LOCATION MAP 
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OCCUPANT

103 BROOKES AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

21 BROOKES AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

106 BROOKES AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

3 LEE ST
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

105 RUSSELL AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

12 RUSSELL AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
16 RUSSELL AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
22 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
24 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
26 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
101 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT
104 RUSSELL AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

106 RUSSELL AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

102 BROOKES AVE APT A
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

102 BROOKES AVE APT B
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

104 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

19 BROOKES AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

OCCUPANT

102 RUSSELL AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

MARKTRUST ALEXANDER
17301 GERMANTOWN RD

GERMANTOWN MD  20874

KATHRYN DTRUST SCHUMACHER
105 RUSSELL AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

ASBURY METHODIST HOME INC
301 RUSSELL AVE

GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

KATHRYN DTRUST SCHUMACHER

105 RUSSELL AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877

KATHRYN DTRUST SCHUMACHER

105 RUSSELL AVE
GAITHERSBURG MD  20877
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Katherine Gates, Applicant, stated they did explore the idea of removing only a portion of the River 
Birch. The tree service said that the tree would not survive a partial removal.  Ms. Gates would like 
to replace both trees and asked if the committee had suggestions as to the type of tree.  
 
Mr. Blaser suggested planting a tree in the planting islands instead of the current location of the 
River Birch and Ms. Gates suggested that the replacement tree for the Golden Rain should not be 
placed close enough to encroach on the neighbor’s property as it grows. 
 
Member La France said that the Golden Rain is in very bad shape and it is urgent to remove this tree 
as it may cause damage to the house.  Further, she has a concern that the infiltration of the root 
system from the River Birch may damage the historic house and possibly affect the architectural 
detail. 
 

The motion was made by Member Coratola, to close the record of 
HAWP 28H, seconded by Member Johnson. 

VOTE:  5-0 
 
Member Coratola moved that HAWP 28H be recommended for 
approval, seconded by Member La France, finding the proposed 
alterations in compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standard 
Two which states: “The historic character of a property shall be 
retained and preserved. The removal of historic materials or alteration 
of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be avoided.” 
The trees should be removed so that they will not damage the property 
and affect the historic character of the structure. The request is also in 
conformance with the Brookes, Russell, and Walker Historic District 
Design Guidelines.  
 
The following condition will apply: The applicant shall plant two 
replacement trees somewhere on-site within one year. 

VOTE:  5-0  

 
 HAWP 110  Applicant: Paul Shinn   
  102 Russell Avenue 
   Construct Patio, Add Porch Stairs and Relocate Fence 
 
Planner Voigt stated that this public hearing was duly advertised in the Washington Examiner on 
September 26, the property posted, and there were 18 exhibits in the record file. The property is a 
non-contributing resource to the Brookes, Russell, and Walker Historic District. 
 
Paul Shinn, Applicant, stated that he would like to improve the area between the porch and garage 
with a concrete paver patio.  He would like to move the fence eight feet towards Russell Avenue to 
add space to his side yard and so he can better utilize his outdoor space.  The fence line will be even 
with the front of the porch.  He is also proposing a new stair addition to his screened porch so that he 
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can access the porch from the outside.  The new stair railing will mimic the style of the existing 
railings in the front of the house. 
 
Chair Arkin asked if there is information in the design guidelines for patio materials.  The committee 
determined that there is not. 
 
Member Coratola questioned the size and type of the screen door for the porch. Mr. Shinn responded 
that the new door will replicate the screen door on the front of the house. 
 
Member Johnson questioned whether the relocated fence will match the existing fence. Mr. Shinn 
responded that he is planning on only replacing the fence posts and re-use the existing fence panels.  
He is planning on using a supersonic excavation tool to excavate the fence posts to preserve the tree 
root system. 
 
Member La France questioned the new fence placement and whether it conformed to the design 
guidelines.  Mr. Shinn responded that it is at least 10 feet from the existing curb. Member Coratola 
stated that in his opinion they are in compliance with the fence guidelines. 
 
Member Day asked whether the cement slab at the bottom of the new porch stairs would have pavers 
on it. Member Coratola commented that you do not need to have the cement slab for support.  Mr. 
Shinn said he would consider slate at this location rather than concrete. The slate would be a 
continuation of the slate path which leads from the patio on the other side of the hose. 
 
Member La France questioned whether the concrete paver patio would provide enough drainage and 
not impact the tree roots.  Member Coratola said that he had worked with this type of patio design 
and it is an approved system used by architects. He also stated that the applicant has paid a lot of 
attention to detail, has recycled and re-used materials, and the plan is a good design. Member Day 
stated that this plan makes the home a more enjoyable place to live. 
 
 

The motion was made by Member Coratola, to close the record of 
HAWP 110, seconded by Member Day. 

VOTE:  5-0 
 
Member Day moved that HAWP 110 be recommended for approval, 
seconded by Member Johnson. The request is in conformance with the 
Brookes, Russell, and Walker Historic District Design Guidelines. (As 
it is a non-contributing resource to the historic district it does need to 
meet the Secretary of Interior’s Standards.) 
 
The following condition will apply: The cement slab currently proposed  
at the bottom of the newly constructed porch steps should be altered to  
be a footer, and have the existing flagstone path lead to the bottom porch  
step. 

VOTE:  5-0  
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