
MAYOR & COUNCIL AGENDA COVER SHEET 

,. 
MEETING DATE: 
 
September 21, 2009 

CALL TO PODIUM: 
 
Fred Felton 
Assistant City Manager 

RESPONSIBLE STAFF: 
 
Fred Felton 
Assistant City Manager 

AGENDA ITEM: 
(please check one) 
  

 Presentation 
 Proclamation/Certificate 
 Appointment 
 Public Hearing 
 Historic District 
 Consent Item 
 Ordinance 

X Resolution 
 Policy Discussion 
 Work Session Discussion Item 
 Other: 

  
  
  
  
PUBLIC HEARING HISTORY: 
  
(Please complete this section if agenda 
item is a public hearing) 
  
  
Introduced  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertised 

 
Hearing Date  
Record Held Open  
Policy Discussion  

 

 

TITLE:   
Resolution of the Mayor and City Council Authorizing the City 
Manager to Negotiate and Execute a Contract With Rifkin, 
Livingston, Levitan & Silver, LLC for Legal Services Associated 
With the City’s 2010 State Legislative Agenda ($37,500) 

 

SUPPORTING BACKGROUND: 
 
For many years, the City has retained former Senator Larry 
Levitan from the firm of Rifkin, Livingston, Levitan & Silver, 
LLC to assist us with legislative issues pending before the 
General Assembly.   
 
Over the last several years, Senator Levitan and his staff 
have been extremely helpful in securing passage of bills such 
as the Metropolitan District Tax, the Hotel/Motel Tax, and 
numerous bond bills. Additionally, Senator Levitan and his 
staff worked extremely closely with staff on any issues that 
may arise affecting the City’s interests during the legislative 
session. 
 
At this point, the City has not finalized its legislative agenda. 
But some of the items that staff is recommending that we 
retain Rifkin, Livingston, Levitan & Silver, LLC include the 
following: 
 

• Opposition to Metropolitan District Tax  
• City’s Bond Bill 
• Watkins Mill Road Interchange Project 

 
As outlined in the attached letter, the retainer fee for the 2010 
Legislative Session is $35,000; however, staff is requesting 
the Council authorize an additional $2,500 for any overhead 
costs that may arise.  
 
Attachment 
 

DESIRED OUTCOME: 
 
Vote on Resolution. 
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RESOLUTION NO. __________ 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AUTHORIZING THE  
CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND EXECUTE A CONTRACT  

WITH RIFKIN, LIVINGSTON, LEVITAN & SILVER, LLC  
FOR LEGAL SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH THE  

CITY’S 2010 STATE LEGISLATIVE AGENDA  
 
WHEREAS, Section 57 of the Gaithersburg City Charter provides that the City 

Council may permit negotiations of contracts without sealed bids for projects and 
services where, in the opinion of the Council, the interests of the City would best 
served by negotiated contracts; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City  Council have determined that the firm of Rifkin, 
Livingston, Levitan & Silver, LLC is uniquely qualified to assist the City in securing 
General Assembly approval of our 2010 State legislative agenda: 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Manager is authorized and 
directed to negotiate and execute a contract with Rifkin, Livingston, Levitan & Silver, 
LLC, 225 Duke of Gloucester Street, Annapolis, Maryland 21401 for legal services 
associated with the City’s 2010 State legislative agenda, in an amount not to exceed 
Thirty-Seven Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($37,500); said funds to be expended 
from the Operating Budget. 
 

ADOPTED by the Mayor and City Council this 21st day of September, 2009 
 

   
 
    
__________________________     

        SIDNEY A. KATZ, MAYOR and 
       President of the Council 
 
                                                            
  
      
THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the foregoing 
Resolution was adopted by the City Council 
in public meeting assembled on the 21st day 
of September, 2009 
 
__________________________________ 
Angel L. Jones, City Manager 
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