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TITLE:   
An Ordinance to Amend Chapter 2 of the City Code, Entitled 
“Administration”, Article II, Entitled “Municipal-County Relations”, 
Section 2-6 Thereof, Entitled “Exemption From Montgomery County 
Legislation and Regulations Within the City” so as to Include the 
Provisions of Article 4 Entitled “Home Energy Loan Program” of 
Chapter 18A of the Montgomery County Code Entitled “Environmental 
Sustainability”, as Being Applicable and Enforceable Within the City 
 
 

SUPPORTING BACKGROUND: 
On April 14, 2009, the Montgomery County Council enacted Expedited 
Bill No. 6-09 (Article 4 of Chapter 18A).  This bill establishes a Home 
Energy Loan Program to assist homeowners with the costs of making 
energy efficiency improvements or of installing renewable energy 
devices. Pursuant to this bill, the loan is repaid through the property tax 
bill, and will automatically transfer the obligation to repay to the purchaser 
in the event the property is sold.    
 
The bill also requires that the Executive Branch develop regulations to 
implement the loan program.  It is anticipated these regulations will be 
completed by October 2009. 
 
For your review, we have attached a copy of Article 4 of Chapter 18A of 
the County Code.  Please note that this bill does not currently apply in the 
City of Gaithersburg so loans will not be available to City residents unless 
the City Council’s takes action to remove the general exemption from 
County law pursuant to Section 2-6 of the City Code.   
 
This program is consistent with the City’s sustainability goals that include 
promoting energy conservation and reducing green house gas emissions 
from existing residential structures.  Additionally, it could provide relief to 
our residents who are experiencing increasing utility costs. 
 
The attached draft ordinance would make Article 4 of Chapter 18A of the 
Montgomery County Code applicable within the City of Gaithersburg. 
 
The public hearing was held on August 17, 2009. The only speaker was 
Karen Rainbolt who testified in favor of the ordinance on behalf of the 
Environmental Affairs Committee. The record closed at 5:00 PM on 
August 27, 2009.  
 
Attachments 
 
1. Article 4 of Chapter 18A of the County Code 
2. Draft amendment to Section 2-6 of City Code 
 

DESIRED OUTCOME: 
Ordinance is ready for final action. 
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Ordinance No. _______ 
 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 2 OF THE CITY 
CODE, ENTITLED “ADMINISTRATION”, ARTICLE II, ENTITLED 

“MUNICIPAL-COUNTY RELATIONS”, SECTION 2-6 THEREOF, ENTITLED 
“EXEMPTION FROM MONTGOMERY COUNTY LEGISLATION AND REGULATIONS 

WITHIN THE CITY” SO AS TO INCLUDE THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 4 
ENTITLED “HOME ENERGY LOAN PROGRAM” OF CHAPTER 18A OF THE 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY CODE ENTITLED “ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY”, 
AS BEING APPLICABLE AND ENFORCEABLE WITHIN THE CITY 

 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Gaithersburg, in 
public meeting assembled, that Chapter 2 of the City Code, entitled “administration”, 
Article II, entitled “Municipal-County Relations”, Section 2-6 thereof, is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 
 
 

CHAPTER 2 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
*                     *                  *                   * 

 
ARTICLE II.  MUNICIPAL-COUNTY RELATIONS 

 
 Sec. 2-6. Exemption from Montgomery County legislation and regulations within 
the City. 
 
 It is hereby ordained by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Gaithersburg, 
Maryland, that pursuant to the authority granted by Article 23A, Section 2B(a), of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, as enacted by Chapter 398 of the Laws of Maryland, 
1983, and further pursuant to Chapter 33 of the Laws of Montgomery County, 1984, as 
codified in Chapter 2, Section 2-96 of the Montgomery County Code (1972 edition, as 
amended), as may hereafter from time to  time be amended, the City of Gaithersburg, 
Maryland, is hereby declared exempt from any and all legislation and regulations 
pertaining hereto, heretofore or hereafter enacted by Montgomery County, Maryland, 
relating to any subject or matter upon which the mayor and city council of the city, or the 
City of Gaithersburg, as a municipal corporation, has been heretofore or is hereafter 
granted legislative authority, with the following exceptions which shall hereafter be 
applicable to and within the City of Gaithersburg, Maryland: 
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 Chapter Title, Montgomery County Code 1984, as Amended 
 
Chapter 1 - General Provisions 

 
*                     *                  *                   * 

Chapter 18A – Environmental Sustainability, Article 4 of said chapter   
 

*                     *                  *                   * 
 
 ADOPTED this 21st day of September, 2009, by the City Council of Gaithersburg, 
Maryland. 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
      Sidney A. Katz, Mayor and 
      President of the Council 
 
 
 
 DELIVERED to the Mayor of the City of Gaithersburg, Maryland, this 21st day of 
September, 2009.  APPROVED/VETOED by the Mayor of the City of Gaithersburg, this 
21st day of September, 2009. 
 
      ______________________________  
      Sidney A. Katz, Mayor 
 
 
THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the foregoing  
ordinance was adopted by the City Council of  
Gaithersburg, in public meeting assembled, on the 21st  
day of September, 2009, and that the same was approved  
by the Mayor of the City of Gaithersburg on the 21st  
day of September, 2009. This Ordinance will become  
on the 11th day of October, 2009. 
 
______________________________       
Angel L. Jones, City Manager 
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