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MEETING DATE: February 20, 2008 
 
SUBJECT:  PI-B071057 & PI-BO71058 
 
TITLE:   Wyndham Garden Hotel  
 
REQUEST:  Sign Adjustment  

Building signage  
 
ADDRESS:  805 Russell Avenue  
 
ZONE:   C-2 (General Commercial) 
 
APPLICANT:        Marie Wallace – Danten Permit Service 
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Exhibits 
 
Exhibit 1: Site location map 
Exhibit 2: Applications 
Exhibit 3: Letter, submitted by Marie Wallace, dated February 11, 2008 
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Exhibit 5: Locations and details of proposed signage  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STAFF COMMENTS 
 
I. BACKGROUND: 
 
Applications have been filed requesting approval of a building sign that exceeds 100 
square feet and another sign that will be placed on a side of the building that does 
not have a public entrance, nor does it face a public street.  The property is located 
at 805 Russell Avenue in the C-2 (General Commercial) Zone (Exhibit #1). 
 
The applicant is proposing to replace the existing Courtyard Marriot Hotel brand 
signage with Wyndam Garden Hotel brand signage. The two signs that require 
Planning Commission approval this evening are proposed to be 135 square feet 
(Sign A) and 59 square feet (Sign B), respectively.  
 
II. SCOPE OF REVIEW: 
 
The subject property is located in the C-2 zone.  Within this zoning district, staff is 
granted authority to approve building and monument signs, however certain 
signage must be approved by the Planning Commission. §24-212(c)(1), Building 
Signs,  of the City’s Sign Ordinance states: 
 
“…signage is limited to only those sides of a building that face a public street or 
have a public entrance, unless approved by the planning commission.” 
 
Further, §24-212(c)(2), Building Signs, states: 
 
“Signs for large, retail businesses and large office buildings over 100,000 square 
feet of gross leasable area may exceed one hundred (100) square feet with 
planning commission approval subject to subsection 24-213A(f) of this article.” 
 
Section 24-213A(f), Sign Adjustments, states the following: 
 
Where a literal application of this ordinance, due to special circumstances, would 
result in an unusual hardship in an individual case, an adjustment may be granted 
by the planning commission provided that such adjustment would not cause a 
detriment to the health, safety and welfare of the public, upon a finding that:   
 
(1)   There exist exceptional conditions pertaining to the property where the sign is 
to be located as a result of its size, shape, or topography, which are not applicable 
to other lands or structures in the area; and 
 
(2)   The applicant would be deprived of rights that are commonly enjoyed by 
others similarly situated; and 
 
(3)   Granting the adjustment would not confer on the applicant any significant 
privileges that are denied to others similarly situated; and 



(4)   Neither the special circumstances nor unusual hardship is the result of action 
by the applicant; and 
 
(5)   The requested adjustment is the minimum adjustment necessary to allow the 
applicant to enjoy the rights commonly enjoyed by others similarly situated; and 
 
(6)   Granting of the adjustment would not violate more than one standard of this 
ordinance; and 
 
(7)   Granting the adjustment would not result in allowing a sign that interferes with 
road or highway visibility or obstruct or otherwise interfere with the safe and 
orderly movement of traffic. 
 
The applicant must receive approval for Sign A because the total square footage 
exceeds 100 square feet, requiring a sign adjustment that can only be granted by 
the Planning Commission. Sign B will be located on a side of a building that does 
not have a public entrance nor face a public street, again requiring Planning 
Commission approval.   
  
III. SITE PLAN ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS: 
 
Site Characteristics. 
 
The subject property is a seven-story hotel on a six-acre parcel of land. It is mostly 
surrounded by surface parking with a landscape buffer on the northern eastern 
portions of the lot. The hotel faces Russell Avenue, but does not have direct 
frontage, as the site location map illustrates. Between the hotel and Russell Avenue 
is an office and retail building, addressed as 811 Russell Avenue.  
 
Surrounding Land Use and Zoning. 
 
The property is surrounded by C-2 zoning to the south, east, and west. Surrounding 
uses are mainly comprised of office and retail. To the north are the E-1 (Urban 
Employment) and R-20 (Medium Density Residential) zones. To the northwest is a 
self storage facility and to the northeast is the Hunt Club apartment complex.  
 
Site Plan Analysis. 
 
As previously stated this application is coming before the Planning Commission 
because of the location and size of two separate signs. Sign A (Exhibit #5) will be 
located on the left side of the front elevation of the hotel (facing Russell Avenue) 
and is 135 square feet, which requires a sign adjustment because it exceeds the 
allowed 100 square feet size for building signs. This sign will be replacing a 194 
square foot sign. The applicant has submitted a letter outlining their request for the 
sign adjustment (Exhibit #3). Staff is in agreement with the applicant’s reasoning 
and recommends approval for the sign adjustment.  
 



Sign B will be located on the hotel’s south elevation and is 59 square feet. This sign 
will be replacing a 126 square foot sign. The right elevation does not have a public 
entrance nor does it face a public street, requiring approval from the Planning 
Commission. Normally, this type of request would be done via consent approval; 
however, because Sign A requires the Planning Commission to make findings to 
allow the sign to be more than 100 square feet, the application requires discussion. 
Additionally, because of the hotel’s location, which is somewhat hidden, staff 
recommends this sign be granted approval as well. Additionally, this sign is 
replacing an existing sign.  
 
Summary of Findings.  
 
In accordance with the City’s Sign Ordinance, the Planning Commission must 
approve both the size and location of the two subject signs. Granting approval to 
the signs will not violate the sign ordinance or any other regulations with the City 
Code. The sign adjustment is necessary because of the unique location of the hotel, 
which does not have frontage on Russell Avenue.   
 
IV. CONCLUSION:   
 
Staff recommends TO GRANT PI-B071057 & PI-BO71058, WYNDHAM 
GARDEN HOTEL SIGNAGE, SIGN ADJUSTMENT APPROVAL, FINDING IT TO 
BE IN COMPLAINE WITH SECTION 24-212 OF THE CITY CODE. 
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P CA PLANNING AND CODE ADMINISTRATION
Q

Gaithersburg

City of Gaithersburg 31 South Summit Avenue Gaithersburg Maryland 20877 Telephone 301 2586330 Fax 301 2586336

plancode@gaithersburgmd gov www gaithersburgmd gov

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION
S f A

In accordance

Application No BJ057
Date aJ IIIpI
Approvals

Code Date

Zoning Date

HPAC Date

HDC Date

PC Date

Fees

Total Fee

Application Fee

Amount Due

with Chapter 24 Article IX Section 24160F and Section 24228 of the City Code

el 5 U55e Ave
JI rdhr1 6Cden Itoe

All information requested in this application must be answered completely

1 SUB ECTPROPERlY

Street Address

Suite Number s

Wyndham Garden Hotel
805 Russell Avenue Gaithersburg MD

Zone

2 APPLICANT

Name

Street Address

City
Telephones

Marie L Wallace

142 Greenwood Creek Road

Queenstown

Work 410 980 6413

T A Danten Permit Service

Suite No

Zip CodeState
MD llb tj

Home

3 SIGN CONTRACTOR

Name

Street Address

City
Telephones

nni pd sign Service

46 Wishinq Rock Road

Pasadena

Work 410 421 8050
State

Daytime

MD
Suite No

Zip Code 21122

4 ELECTRICALCONTRACTOR

City Electrical license No

Company Name

Street Address

City

Telephones

00
Moon Lighting Electric Service Inc

1654 Crofton Blvd

Daytime
301 858 0101

State MD

Suite No

Zip Code

16

11114Crofton

5 PROPERlY OWNER

Name Ruffin Hotel Corp of MD rnc

Street Address PO Box 1 7087

City
wichita

Telephones Work

Suite No
Kansas

d 67217
State Zip Co e

Home

6 BUSINESSOWNERjOCCUPANT
Business Name Wyndham Garden Hotel

Business Owners Name

Business Owners Address R05 Russell Avenue

City rl i thersburg
Telephones Work

State MD

Daytime

Suite No

Zip Code

6DT O
SP 00l 0 c

J
i

continued on reverse side



7 PERMIT TYPE

ELECTRIC Amps If 5 J NON ELECTRIC

J TEMPO ARY
a A Frame Sign
J Banner
J Construction Sign
J Real Estate
J Special Event

lil PERMANENT
J Monument
J PermjReface

8 PROJECT DETAIL INFORMATION

Square footage J50 I 5 d r1 Width S Height 4 I II

Total square footage of signage presently at site 0 b 2 1 IIY D d
Linear footage of tenant space entrance

Number of faces

Exact sign location

Material s of sign

Color s of sign

Setback

Free standing
In aide Towne Central business District see attached

Historic District see attached

Height above grade
J Yes it No

J Yes bt No

J Yes ti No

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1 Two copies of sign drawing indicating dimensions shape materials and description of the face with lighting detail
2 One copy of the site plan showing the location of the sign on the property building
3 Application Fee See fee schedule

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1 All electrical work must be completed by an electrician currently licensed by the City of Gaithersburg
2 All electrical signs must have a valid Ul label and cutoff switch

3 All signs in the Historic District or on a designated historic site must also complete a separate application for Historic District

Commission HOC review
4 All sign permits for properties within the aide Towne geographical district are subject to review and approval by the aide

Towne Planner

I hereby certify that I have read and examined this application and that all statements aretrue ald correct All provisions
of law and ordinances governing this type of work will be complied with whether specified herein or not The granting of a

permit does notpresume to give authority to violate the provisions of any other state or local law regulating construction or the

performance of construction

Date l Jhlor
I I

Applicant s Name p se

Applicant s Signature

Daytime Telephone Number 8 0 l13
IfoC h r I lftr5 F D2teProperty Owner s Signature required

504 2006



L
7 PERMIT TYPE

ElECfRIC Amps 5 o NON ELECTRIC

o TEMpORARY
o A Frame Sign
o B nner

o Construction Sign
o Real Estate
o Special Event

Q PERMANENT

o Monument
o Perm Reface

8 PROJECT DETAIL INFORMATION

Square footage 15 0 I d r1 Width H
I

Total square footage of signage presently at site ro b t2 7

Linear footage of tenant space entrance

II
Height JI

IYnntd
Number of faces

Linear footage of entire building facing a public street

LrLExact sign location

Exact wording on sign

Material s of sign

Color s of sign

Setback

Free standing
In aide Towne Central business District see attached

Historic District see attached

Height above grade

DYes iI No

o Yes bit No

DYes ri No

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1 Two copies of sign drawing indicating dimensions shape materials and description of the face with lighting detail

2 One copy of the site plan showing the location of the sign on the property building
3 Application Fee See fee schedule

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1 All electrical work must be completed by an electrician currently licensed by the City of Gaithersburg
2 All electrical signs must have a valid Ul label and cutoff switch
3 All signs in the Historic District or on a designated historic site mustalso complete a separate application for Historic District

Commission HDC review
4 All sign permits for properties within the aide Towne geographical district are subject to review and approval by the aide

Towne Planner

I hereby certify that I have read and examined this application and that all statements are true a d correct All provisions
of law and ordinances governing this type of work will be complied with whether specified herein or not The granting of a

permit does notpresume to give authority to violate the provisions of any other state or local law regulating construction orthe

performance of construction

Date lB lhlo
I

Applicant s Name please

Applicant s Signature

Daytime Telephone Number 9 80 If 13
1c h rS er I Qrrf D2teProperty Owner s Signature required

504 2006



PLANNINGAND CODE ADMINISTRATION Q
GaithersburgP CA

City of Gaithersburg 31 South Summit Avenue Gaithersburg Maryland 20877 Telephone 301 2586330 Fax 301 2586336

plancode@gaithersburgmd gov wwwgaithersburgmd gov

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION
S 3

In accordance

Application No

Date Ol tQ Icl1
Approvals

Code Date

with Chapter 24 Article IX Section 24160F and Section 24228 of the City Code

Zoning Date

HPAC Date

HDC Date

PC Date

Fees

Total Fee

cPApplication Fee

Amount DueAll information requested in this applicat on must be answered completely

1 SUBJECT PROPERTY

Street Address

Suite Number s

Wyndham Garden Hotel

805 Russell Avenue Gaithersburg MD

Zone

2 APPLICANT

Name

Street Address

City
Telephones

Marie L Wallace
142 Greenwood Creek Road

Queenstown

Work 410 980 6413

T A Danten Permit Service

Suite No

Zip CodeState

Home

MD Llb ll

3 SIGN CONTRACTOR

Name

Street Address

City
Telephones

TTn i r o si gn Service

46 Wishinq Rock Road

Pasadena

Wo 410 421 8050

State

Daytime

MD
Suite No

Zip Code
21122

4 ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

City Electrical License No

Company Name

Street Address

City
Telephones

OU
Moon Lighting Electric Service Inc

1654 Crofton Blvd

Crofton State MD

Suite No

Zip Code

16

21114

Daytime
301 858 0101

5 PROPERTY OWNER

Name RUffin Hotel Corp of MD Inc

Street Address PO Box 1 7087

City
wichi ta

Telephones Work

Suite No
Kansas 67217

State Zip Code

Home

6 BUSINESSOWNEROCCUPANT

Business Name Wyndham Garden Hotel

Business Owners Name

Business Owners Address 80iRllRsell Avenue

City n i rhersburg
Telephones Work

Suite No

Zip CodeState MD

Daytime

continued on reverse side 504 2006



@Jj
7 PERMIT TYPE

i ELECTRIC Amps If I 5

o TE PORA Y
o A Frame Sign
o Banner
o Construction Sign
o Real Estate
o Special Event

o NON ELECTRIC

4 PERMANENT

o Monument
o Perm Reface

8 PROJEa DETAIL INFORMATION

Square footage y 10 Width I g It H ghlj
I

r l Z lIV ooe

ell Number of facesL
Total square footage of signage presently at site

Linear footage of tenant space entrance

Linear footage of entire building facing a public street 3 JJ
Exact sign locationJ 5

ht l p e tJqfrf

Exact ording O SignL a

th
fll

Male all l f gn l q S

Color s of sign ff

Setback

Free standing
In Olde Towne Central business District see attached

Historic District see attached

Height above grade
0 Yes No

0 Yes 1ft No

0 Yes No

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1 Two copies of sign drawing indicating dimensions shape materials and description of the face with lighting detail
2 One copy of the site plan showing the location of the sign on the property building
3 Application Fee See fee schedule

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1 All electrical work must be completed by an electrician currently licensed by the City of Gaithersburg
2 All electrical signs must have a valid nUL Label and cutoff switch
3 All signs in the Historic District or on a designated historic site must also complete a separate application for Historic District

Commission HDC review
4 All sign permits for properties within the Olde Towne geographical district are subject to review and approval by the aide

Towne Planner

I hereby certify that I have read and examined this application and that all statements are true afd correct All provisions
of law and ordinances governing this type of work will be complied with whether specified herein or not The granting of a

permit does notpresume to give authority to violate the provisions of any other state orlocal law regulating construction orthe

performance of construction

Applican Name nti IUla i bn q c

Apphcanr S gnaMe L2

Daytime Telephone Number tf 0 C 86 r h I 3

af htJ dTi

Date l r 07
I

Property Owner s Signature required S e D2te

504 2006



7 PERMIT TYPE

I ELEGRIC Amps tt 5 o NON ELEGRIC

o TEMPORARY
0 A Fra e Sign
o Banner
o Construction Sign
o Real Estate

o Special Event

PERMANENT

o Monument

o Perm Reface

8 PROJECT DETAIL INFORMATION

Square footage Ii Jof f1 Width I g Ie d Heghlj
I

fl ru IIV 0IIt

eil Number of facesl
Total square footage of signage presently at site

Linear footage of tenant space entrance

Linear footage of entire building facing a public street 3 LV
Exact sign location R 5

hr5 l l tJ 1 ltn

IWO d goo

t
dLm

g m

r

q 5

Setback

Free standing
In aide Towne Central business District see attached

Historic District see attached

Height above grade
0 Yes 7t No

0 Yes No

0 Yes No

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1 Two copies of sign drawing indicating dimensions shape materials and description of the face with lighting detail

2 One copy of the site plan showing the location of the sign on the property building
3 Application Fee See fee schedule

ADDITIONAL INFORMATlON

1 All electrical work must be completed by an electrician currently licensed by the City of Gaithersburg
2 All electrical signs must have a valid nUL Label and cutoff switch

3 All signs in the Historic District or on a designated historic site must also complete a separate application for Historic District

Commission HDC review
4 All sign permits for properties within the Olde Towne geographical district are subject to review and approval by the aide

Towne Planner

I hereby certify that I have read and examined this application and that all statements are true afd correct All provisions
of law and ordinances governing this type of work will be complied with whether specified herein or not The granting of a

permit does notpresume to give authority to violate the provisions of any other state orlocal law regulating construction or the

performance of construction

ea r Name pJ nt Uta l
I

e r S gMlU 2 J c1

Daytime Telephone Number I 10 0 f6 r b E

a f h tel ffi

Date I J

rr
07

Property Owners Signature required Date

504 2006



February 11 2008

Ms Lauren Pruss

Planning Director

Planning and Code Administration

City of Gaithersburg
31 South summit Avenue

Gaithersburg Maryland 20877

Dear Ms Pruss

The purpose ofthis correspondence is to make arequest to the Planning Commission to

approve asign adjustment for the proposed exterior wall signs for the Wyndham Garden

Hotel located at 805 Russell Avenue We feel that the literal application ofthis

ordinance would result in ahardship for this hotel Furthermore it is our belief that such

an adjustment would not be detrimental to the health or safety ofthe public

1 The Wyndham Garden Hotel is ahotel consisting of 7 stories Unfortunately it

is located on asite situated at the bottom ofahill below several retail and office

complexes which are in front ofthe property at the top ofthe hill along Russell

Avenue Topography is the greatest hindrance for the visibility ofthe proposed
wall signs for this property

2 We are proposing wall signs which actually are smaller in size than those which
the previous tenant Courtyard Marriott had on its front and side elevations see

attached comparisions Therefore we wish to install signs similar in size to the

previous hotel signage

3 Weare requesting an appropriate square footage amount ofwall signage which is
in keeping with the size ofthis building and its particular location The

Wyndham Garden Hotel is located adistance away from Russell Avenue and

Montgomery Village Avenue

4 The special circumstances ofthis building which present ahardship are the direct

result ofthe topography ofthe land and placement ofthe building below office

complexes It is not a result ofany action taken by the applicant

5 The proposed wall signs are smaller in overall square footage thanthose signs
which werepermitted on the building for the previous hotel Courtyard Marriott

6 Granting ofthis adjustment would only violate one standard ofthis ordinance

Sign A is slightly larger than what would be allowed under the current sign code

PISo1l0Sr
PIrSorlos8

I 3



7 These wall signs are located quite adistance away from any public roads and are

at an elevation on the building which would not obstruct highway visibility or

interfere with the movement oftraffic

Respectfully submitted

llil

2D
Applicant

Attachment



Attachment

Size Comparison ofthe Wyndham Proposed Signs and the Courtyard Marriott

Front South Elevation Sign A

Boxed existing COURTYARD Marriott s 4 x 54 216 sq ft

Individual COURTYARD sign is 4 x 38 152 sq ft

Individual Marriott sign is 3 x 14 42 sq ft

Individual combined 194 sq ft

Boxed proposed Logo Wyndham Garden Hotel is 4 6 x 55 6 249 75 sq ft

Individual Logo is 4 6 x 4 6 20 25 sq ft

Individual Wyndham is 3 x 23 9 7125 sq ft

Individual Garden is 2 x 12 6 25 sq ft

Individual Hotel is 2 x 9 7 19 16 sq ft

Individual combined 135 66 sq ft actual proposed combined signage of 135 66 is

58 34 sq ft less than existing

Side Elevation Sign B

Existing Cabinet sign is 9 x 14 126 sq ft

Proposed boxed LOGO Wyndham is 8 x 18 144 sq ft

Individual LOGO is 48 x 56 5 18 8 sq ft

Individual Wyndham is 27 x 18 40 5 sq ft

Individual combined 593 sq ft actual proposed combined signage of 593 is 66 7 sq
ft less than existing making it less than halfas large as the existing sign
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