
STAFF COMMENTS FOR PLANNING COMMISSION

MEETING DATE May 21 2008

SUBJECT PI B080268 PI B080269 PI B080870
PI B080273

TITLE Uncle Julio s Rio Grande Cafe

REQUEST Icon Sign Sign Location Approval
Building Signage

ADDRESS 231 Rio Boulevard

ZONE MXD Mixed Use Development

APPLICANT

REPRESENTATIVE
Danten Permit Service Marie Wallace
Uncle Julio s Corporation Kevin Tallungan

STAFF LIAISON Julia Boone Planning Intern

Enclosures

Staff Comments
Exhibits

Exhibit 1 Site Location Map
Exhibit 2 Applications
Exhibit 3 Building Elevations Icon Sign facing Lake and Plaza South West
Exhibit 4 Building Elevations Sign facing 1 270 East
Exhibit 5 Icon Sign South Elevation
Exhibit 6 Icon Sign West Elevation
Exhibit 7 Building Signs East Elevation
Exhibit 8 Notified Parties



STAFF COMMENTS

I BACKGROUND

An application has been filed requesting approval for two icon building signs and
one building sign that does not face a public street nor has a public entrance The
subject property is located at 231 Rio Boulevard Uncle Julio s Rio Grande Cafe in
the Washingtonian Center in the MXD Mixed Use Development zone Exhibit 1

The applicant is proposing to place a 20 98 square foot icon building sign at the
corner of the west and north elevations and a 10 56 square foot icon building sign
on the south elevation The applicant is also proposing to place a 22 square foot
building sign on the east elevation which does not have a public street nor has a
public entrance

The current signage was approved as a consent approval by the Planning
Commission as W 1120 B on April 26 2000 with one condition that signage on
the east elevation facing 1 270 contain a maximum of 2 9 letters The proposed
signage on the east elevation meets this condition

II SCOPE OF REVIEW

The subject property is located in the MXD zone Within this zoning district staff is
granted authority to approve building signs however certain signage must be
approved by the Planning Commission 924 212j Icon Signs of the City s Sign
Ordinance states

Signs using icons including icons in the form of any person animal
vegetable fruit product or portion of any of the foregoing may be
allowed Such sign shall require prior approval of the planning
commission

Further 924 212 c 1 Building Signs states

signage is limited to only those sides ofa building that face a public
street or have a public entrance unless approved by the planning
commission

The applicant must receive approval for the icon signs because the icon is in the
form of a person The east elevation sign must receive approval because it does
not face a public street nor has a public entrance



III SITE PLAN ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS

Site Characteristics

The subject property is a 7 752 square foot restaurant located in the Washingtonian
Center The restaurant is surrounded by the lake on the east a plaza on the south

Rio Boulevard a private street on the west and surface parking and 1 270 to the

north

Surrounding Land Use and Zoning

The property is located within the Washingtonian Center which is classified as a

mixed use center where the majority of the uses are retail or restaurant

Site Plan Analysis

As previously stated this application is coming before the Planning Commission
because of two icon building signs and the location of another building sign

South elevation This elevation which faces the lake will contain 54 square feet

of staff approved signage The applicant is proposing to place a 10 56 square foot

icon building sign above the approved signage The icon sign will have a ring of blue

neon around the edge with a goose neck light to illuminate the icon face The icon

sign requires approval of the Planning Commission

West elevation This elevation which faces the plaza will contain 54 square feet

of staff approved signage The applicant is proposing to place a 20 98 square foot

double faced icon building sign at the corner of Rio Boulevard north side elevation

and the plaza west side elevation The icon sign will have a ring of blue neon

around the edge with two downward facing external lights The icon sign requires
approval of the Planning Commission

North elevation No change

East elevation This elevation faces surface parking and 1 270 The applicant is

proposing to replace previously approved signage with 59 09 square feet of

internally illuminated open face channel letter signage This building elevation
faces the private street Rio Boulevard and does not have a public entrance

requiring approval of the Planning Commission

Summary of Findings

In accordance with the City s Sign Ordinance the Planning Commission must

approve both the icon signs and the location of the east elevation building sign
Granting approval to the signs will not violate the sign ordinance or any other

regulations with the City Code



IV CONCLUSION

Staff recommends TO GRANT PI B080268 PI B080269 PI B080270 PI
B080273 UNCLE JULIO SIGNAGE ICON SIGN SIGN LOCATION
APPROVAL FINDING IT TO BE IN COMPLAINCE WITH SECTION 24 212 OF
THE CITY CODE
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Gaithersburg

City of Gaithersburg 31 South Summit Avenue Gaithersburg Maryland 20877 Telephone 30l 258 6330 Fax 301 258 6336p CA PLANNING AND CODE ADMINISTRATION

tJ1

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION Approvals
Code Dale

with Chapter 24 Article IX Section 24 160F and Section 24 228 of the City Code Fees

Total Fee

Application Fee

Amount Due

In accordance

Zoning

HPAC

HOC

PC

Datc

Date

Date

Datc

All information requested in this application must be answered completely

1 SUBJECT PROPERTY

Street Address
231 Rio Boulevard Gaithersburg MD 20877

Zone

2 APPLICANT

Name
Marie L Wall let

Street Address 142 Greenwood

t il T Jnrpn

Creek Olc l

pprmit Servjrp
Suite No

City oueenstown

Telephones
Work 410 827 7570

cell 410 980 6413

State MD

Home

Zip Code 21 n c R

3 CONTRACTOR

Name
Capital signs

City Electrical License No ifapplicable

Street Address
11214 Howards Mill Road

SuiteNo

City Glen Allen

Telephones
Work

State VA 23 elipqode

804 749 37lL Daytime
804 514 7893

4 PROPERTY OWNER

Name
Washington Associates LC c o The Peterson Company ATTN Jim Gavan

Street Address
12500 Fairlakes Circle

Suite No

City F irf
n

State 3 ZipCode 22033

Telephones
work 20 63 26Sl Horne cell 571 926 1441

S BUSINESS OWNER OCCUPANT

Business Name LJl1c 1e JJlJLo s JBJJ crcI Ci1feJ

13usirwss OWllcr s N lI1lC BJ beIt J i1 tJ1aJIL

Ilu ille is OWller s Address 1JD l N uniorLBnwer

ty
IJ ip

972 554 6886 X 8907

Suite No

SIZlteJ X lip Code

IZlytime

l6Q

75061

II iepl JrH o
Work

v

cunl fltl c Oil revere

j

tk i C C

9 F I F
J

a
Jll 0 1i J

r Be 01 G
f1 p r h i L 0 1 3



7 PERMITTYPE

DC ELECTRiC Amps
4 5 o NON ELECTRIC

o TEMPORARY

o A Frame Sign
o Banner

o Construction Sign
o Real Estate

o Special Event

tsi PERMANENT

o Monument

o Perm Reface

8 PRO EaOETAllINFORMAllON

Square footage 37 09 Width 15 11 3 8Aeight 2 4 Number of faces

o Existing signs to be removed

1

Total square footage of signage presently at site

Linear footage of tenant space entrance 126

Exact sign location

Linear footage of entire building facing a public street

East Elevation

Material s of sign

Color s of sign

Setback

Free standing
in aide Towne Central business District see attached

Historic District see attached

Uncle Julio s

Aluminum plexiglas
Exact wording on sign

Rpd

Height above grade 24

0 Yes i2i No

0 Yes IXI No

0 Yes No

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1 Two copies of sign drawing indicating dimensions shape materials and description of the face with lighting detail

2 One copy of the site plan showing the location of the sign on the property building

3 Application Fee See fee schedule

AOOITIONAlINFORMAllON

1 All electrical work must be completed by an electrician currently licensed by the City of Gaithersburg

2 All electrical signs must have a valid UL Label and cutoff switch

3 All signs in the Historic District or on a designated historic site must also complete a separate application for Historic District

Commission HDC review

4 All sign permits for properties within the aide Towne geographical district are subject to review and approval by the aide

Towne Planner

I hereby certify that I have read and examined this application and that all statements are true a d correct All provisions

of law and ordinances governing this type of work will be complied with whether specified herein or not The granting of a

permit does not presume to give authority to violate the provisions of any other state or local law regulating construction or the

performance of construction

Applicant s Name please print Mar i e

Applie n S n

Daytime Telephone Number b D

L

1
Wallace

L 1 ooj 0 i DO

2 2 lkq
Property Owner s Signature required Xn h

or c I c1 o CD p rU S

not Ifrl
r W tI 14 Q

4 So I A fc 5 I C 1I lIll



City of Caithersburg fl South Summit Avenue Caithersburg Maryland 20Hn Telephol1C
P CA PLANNING ANDCODE ADMINISTRATION

Q
Gaithersburg

301 2SS 6310oFax 301 2Sfl 6316

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION

A I I1I PFfO 119
lIC ui 1LQ C

Approvals
Coele Dale

III Hcorel mc
1

Iate

Datc

Dale

a Ie

loning

I PAC

HIX

with Chapter 24 Article IX Sectioll 4 1 Of allel Section 24 221 of thl ily Code Fees

lolal Fcc 110

All information requested in tllis application mllst answered completely

Applicalion Fec

l1lUlJlll Due

1 SUBIECT PROPERTY

Streel Acldless
231 Rio BouleviE c thersbUrg MD 20877

Zone

2 APPLICANT

Nalne l1ClLie L NallacB t a Danten permiL Service

SI I eel Address 1 4 usnWQQ 9 J Lee 1 Road

City Ql1 sns tQ1ill
SI llc MD

lelepllones
Work l 8 7 757 Q Ilorne

cell 410 980 6413

Suite 1 0

Zip Code 2L65B

Name

CON fRACTOR
Capitol signs

Cily lectricJII icellse No ifapplicablc
51 reet Address Lll1J1g lCiIQ Mill R051 Q

Cily Gl n Allen

Suite 1 0

Iclephones
Work 804 749 3737

Stalc IA 23 ip gode

Daytill1e13Q 4 5J17fL9 3

relepholllS
Work 703 633 2695

c O The p eJ l2 sompanYA T l i Ga van

u

Suite No 400

Slate Yi Zip Coele 2 O 3

I 1011 cce1J S Jc 9 2 6 4442

4 PROPERTY OWNER

Nall1e u VJCl1l n rl ate s LC

12500 Fairlakes Circle
n

Slreet Acldless
Fairfax

Cily

5 BUSINESS OWNER OCCUPANT

l sl N lIn
Uncle Julio s Rio Grand12CCl feJ

I llSilWS OWIll 1 1111 3o bert LCl tharn

ity

lell I I

Iri r19
Slale TX lip Cod

160
75061

S it No

HIJc ill WIHI c cklrc r 110J N Union Bower

x 8907 yI1111e
WOlk

972 554 6886

I H

Hfl lIlWr on ve r c 1



7 PERMITTYPE

ELECfRIC Amps
2 0 o NON ELECTRIC

o TEMPORARY

o A Frame Sign
o Banner

o Construction Sign
o Real Estate

o Special Event

PERMANENT
a Monument

a Perm Reface

8 PROJECT DETAIL INFORMATION

Square footage 22 I Width 11 Height 2 Number of faces 1

Total square footage of signage presently at site n Fxisting signs to be removed

Linear footage of tenant space entrance
126

Linear footage of entire building facing a public street

East Elevation
Exact sign location

Exact wording on sign
Rio Grande Cafe

Material s of sign

Color s of sign

Setback

Free standing
In aide Towne Central business District see attached

Historic District see attached

Aluminum plexi las

Blue yellow

Height above grade 18

0 Yes No

0 Yes No

0 Yes No

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1 Two copies of sign drawing indicating dimensions shape materials and description of the face with lighting detail

2 One copy of the site plan showing the location of the sign on the property building

3 Application Fee See fee schedule

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1 All electrical work must be completed by an electrician currently licensed by the City of Gaithersburg
2 All electrical signs must have a valid UlLabel and cutoff switch

3 All signs in the Historic District or on a designated historic site must also complete a separate application for Historic District

Commission HDC review

4 All sign permits for properties within the aide Towne geographical district are subject to review and approval by the aide

Towne Planner

I hereby certify that I have read and examined this application and that all statements are true a d correct All provisions

of law and ordinances governing this type of work will be complied with whether specified herein or not The granting of a

permit does not presume to give authority to violate the provisions of any other state or local law regulating construction or the

performance of construction

Applicants Name please print
Mar ie L Wa 11 ace

I
Applicants Signature o J 1 oQO Date If 0

m Telephnne Nom iProperty Owner s Signature reqUired
A Xn 2 2 Ie q

Qlr l c r cr s Co p eS
t Ii jlfrl tV fqJfl
ASOt lct JC

SJ c 4 111



City of Gaithersl wg 31 South Summit Avenue Gaithersburg Maryland 20877 Telephone 301 258 6330 FaxP CA PLANNING AND CODE ADMINISTRATION Gaithersburg

301 258 6336

10

In accordance

Approvals
Code

Zoning
HPAC

HOC

PC

Date

Oate

Date

Date

Date

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION

with Chapter 24 Article IX Section 24 160F and Section 24 228 of the City Code Fees

Total Fee D c J

All information requested in this application must be answered completely
Application Fee

Amount Due

1 SUBJECT PROPERTY

Street Address
231 Rio Boulevard Gaithersburg MD 20877

Zone

2 APPLICANT

Name Marie L Wal1 P n ntpn pprmit Servjce

Street Address 142 Greenwood Creek RoacL
Suite No

City Oueenstown

Telephones
Work 410 827 7570

cell 410 980 6413

State MD

Home

Zip Code 216R

3 CONTRACTOR

Name
Capi tol signs

City Electrical License No ifapplicable
Street Address 11214 Howards Mill Road

C Glen Allen

Telephones
Work 804 749 3737

Suite No

State V a 3 0ip qode

Daytime 804 514 7893

4 PROPERTY OWNER

Name
Washington Associates LC c o The Peterson Company

Street Address
Fair lake Ci rcle

City xcli E x
State

Telephones Work 7 03 2 22 Home

Suite No

ATTN

400

Jim Gavan

V A Zip Code 1l0
cell 571 926 4442

5 BUSINESS OWNER OCCUPANT

Business Name ECl JUliQ jBto Qrande Caf lu

Guc irwss Owner s Name R 12e rJ Lfl t1 lJ l
Suite No 160

75061Business Owners Address LLO L N LJInioIL BU1tleL

Crty
Irvi SL

972 554 6886

Slate TX

Daytime

Zip Code

x 8907
C lcphone Work

51j2I

C l lflll Oil f verc 1



7 PERMIT TV

Qc ElECfRIC Amps o NON ELECTRIC

o TEMPORARY

o A Frame Sign
o Banner

o Construction Sign
o Real Estate

o Special Event

IiI PERMANENT

o Monument

o Perm Reface

8 PRO EGDfTAIlINFORMATION

Square footage 10 56 Width 3 Height 3 3 Number of faces r

Total square footage of signage presently at site 0

linear footage of tenant space entrance
1 26

Linear footage of entire building facing a public street

Existin i ns to be removed

Exact sign location

Exact wording on sign

South Elevation

Logo raef

Aluminum plexiglas

Black whi t

Material s of sign

Color s of sign

Setback Height above grade
21

Free standing
In aide Towne Central business District seeattached

Historic District see attached

DYes

DYes

DYes

No

No

fI No

SU8MISSIONREQUIREMENTS

I Two copies of sign drawing indicating dimensions shape materials and description of the face with lighting detail

2 One copy of the site plan showing the location of the sign on the property building
3 Application Fee See fee schedule

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

1 All electrical work must be completed by an electrician currently licensed by the City of Gaithersburg
2 All electrical signs must have a valid UL label and cutoff switch

All signs in the Histone District or on adesignated historic site must also complete a separate application for Historic District

Commission HOC review

4 All sign permits for properties within theaide Towne geographical district are subject to review and approval by the Olde
Towne Planner

I hereby certify that I have read and examined this application and that all statements are true and correct All provisions
of law and ordinances governing this type of work will be complied with whether specified herein or not The granting of a

permit does not presume to giveauthority to violate the provisions of any otherstate or local law regulating construction orthe

performance of construction

Applicant s Name please print Ma rie a11 a

APPlicant s Signature lr 1 WV
O Cf fvr tfI3

Daytime rdephone Nurnberm m

f

D lc Mfi
Xc L 2 7kq

or ire Icr s Co p
a S

11 fit r tV iI lll

4 SDt I Cl Jc C

Property wner s Signature required

tll ll



Gaithersburg

City of Gaithersburg 31 South Summit Avenue Gaithersburg Maryland 20877 Telephone 01 258 6330 Fax DOll 258 6336P CA PLANNING AND CODE ADMINISTRATION

SIGN PERMIT APPLICATION

3

In accordance

Zoning

HPAC

HOC

PC

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

All information requested in this application mustbe answered completely

Fees

Total Fee 1 du eb

Application Fee

Amount Due

with Chapter 24 Article IX Section 24 1 GOF and Section 24 228 of the City Code

1 SUBJECT PROPERTY

Street Address
231 Rio Boulevard Gai thersburg I MD 20877

Zone

2 APPLICANT

Name Marie L Walla t a nantpn pprmit Servi e

Street Address 142 Greenwood Creek Roan
Su ite No

City QJleenstown

Telephones
Work

cell

State MD

Home

Zip Code 2J6R

410 827 7570

410 980 6413

3 CONTRACTOR

Name
Capi tol signs

City Electrical License No ifapplicable

Street Address 11214 Howards Mill Road Suite No

City
Glen Allen

Telephones Work

State V A 7 3 elijHlode

804 749 37n Daytime 804 514 7893

4 PROPERTY OWNER

N
Washington Associates LC c o The Peterson Company ATTN Jim Gavan

ame

Slreet Acldress l20 Fa i lak E g rQ
Suite No O

City
irfax

State VA Zip Code 033

Telephones Work 703 63 26 Home cell 571 926 4442

5 BUSINESS OWNER OCCUPANT

Business Name
Unc1 e JulLo E U i9 C ClJl 9Lc3 fe1

Business Owner s Name Bg1J Lt 1 Ltham

Business Owner s Address Jl Q L N UniOllBuwer
Suite No lEG

ity
IJ ip9

State IlC lip Code 5 9 1

972 554 6886 X 8907 Daytime
Icleph rl

Work

1200

olllII1Uer 011 r v Ie



7 PERMIT TYPE

qc ELECTRIC Amps 2 0 o NON ELECTRIC

o TEMPORARY

o A Frame Sign
o Banner

o Construction Sign
o Real Estate

o Special Event

ill PERMANENT
o Monument

o Perm Reface

8 PROJEG DETAlllNFORMATlON

Square footage 20 98 Width 4 7 1 4 II Height 4 I 7 1 4 II Number of faces

o F xiRrinQ Sj P5 to be removed

1

Total square footage of signage presently at site

126
Linear footage of tenant space entrance

Linear footage of entire building facing a public street

Exact sign location West Elevation

Exact wording on sign Logo face

Aluminum plexiglas

Black white

Material s of sign

Color s of sign

Setback

Free standing
In aide Towne Central business District see attached

Historic District see attached

Height above grade
21

0 Yes No

0 Yes No

0 Yes fI No

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS

1 Two copies of sign drawing indicating dimensions shape materials and description of the face with lighting detail

2 One copy of the site plan showing the location of the sign on the property building
3 Application Fee See fee schedule

ADDmONAllNfORMATlON

1 All electrical work must be completed by an electrician currently licensed by the City of Gaithersburg
2 All electrical signs must have a valid Ul label and cutoff switch

3 All signs in the Historic District or on a designated historic site must also complete a separate application for HistoricDistrict

Commission HDC review

4 All sign permits for properties within the aide Towne geographical district are subject to review and approval by the aide

Towne Planner

I hereby certify that I have read and examined this application and that all statements are true a1d correct All provisions
of law and ordinances governing this type of work will be complied with whether specified herein or not The granting of a

permit does not presume to give authority to violate the provisions of any otherstate orlocal law regulating construction or the

performance of construction

Property Owner s Signature required

Applicant s Name please print
Ma ri e L Wa 11 ace

LApp 50 VIA n 0 115 n D 09

tf 0 100 0iI
Daytime Telephone Number

f Xn I 2 2 jq
Qlr c I cr CD p rt s
r ti nrl f Wf

ittJfl
A sot Jc I c JIlJ11
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This is an original unpublished drawing created by Image Works and copyright laws apply t is submitted for your personal usewithin connection with aproject being prepared foryou by Image Works It is not to be shown to anyone outside of your organization nor is it to be used reproduced orexhibited in any fashion
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ROBERT LATHAM

UNCLE JULIO S

1101 N UNION BOWER

IRVING TX 75061

MID ATLANTIC PETROLEUM PROP LLC

12311 MIDDLEBROOK RD

GERMANTOWN MD 20874

JIM GAVAN

WASHINGTON ASSOCIATES LC

12500 FAIRLAKES CIRCLE SUITE 400

FAIRFAX VA 22033

MAIRE WALLACE

DANTEN PERMIT SERVICE

142 GREENWOOD CREKK ROAD

QUEENSTOWN MD 21658

WASHINGTONIAN OFFICE ASSOC LLC

7600 COLSHIRE DR STE 150

MC LEAN VA 22102

WASHINGTONIAN NORTH ASSO L P

C O BOSTON PROPERTIES

901 NEW YORK AVE NW 400

WASHINGTON DC 20001

n 11 it f 2 t5 l I
fJ j j

v

J l
ft vL o

j i

3

CAPITOL SIGNS

11214 HOWARD MILLS ROAD

GLEN ALLEN VA 23059

ASN GAITHERSBURG LLC

9200 E PANORAMA CIR STE 400

ENGLEWOOD CO 80112
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