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Kennedy is one of the nation’s foremost experts on commercial district revitalization, downtown economics, and inde-
pendent business development. She co-founded the CLUE Group in 2004. Kennedy’s work focuses particular attention
on creating dynamic retail development plans, cultivating locally owned businesses, creating effective business and prop-
erty development incentives, finding new uses for key historic buildings, and strengthening the organizational infrastruc-
ture needed to create vibrant town centers.

Before launching the CLUE Group, Kennedy served on the staff of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s National
Main Street Center for 19 years, the last 14 of them as the director of the national Main Street program. During her ten-
ure the Main Street program became one of the most successful economic development programs in the US, generating
$18 billion in new investment and stimulating development of 226,000 new jobs and 56,000 new businesses and expand-
ing to a nationwide network of almost 2,000 towns and cities.

In addition to her work with the CLUE Group, Kennedy serves as adjunct faculty for the graduate program in historic
preservation at Goucher College, where she teaches a class in historic preservation economics. She is a popular interna-
tional speaker on community economic development and writes occasional columns for several professional journals. In
2002, Fast Company magazine named her to its inaugural list of “Fast 50 Champions of Innovation,” recognizing “creative
whose sense of style and power of persuasmn change what our world looks hke and ho! kroducts perform 2
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