
MEMORANDUM 
 

 
TO:  Mayor and City Council  

Planning Commission 
 
VIA: John Schlichting, Director of Planning and Code Administration 
 
FROM: Board of Appeals 
 Trudy Schwarz, Community Planning Director 
 Caroline Seiden, Planner 
 Kirk Eby, GIS Planner 
 
RE: Sponsorship of Proposed Text Amendment Related to Board of Appeals 
 
DATE:  May 3, 2013 
 
 
In the wake of a lengthy and contentious special exception hearing last year, the Board of 
Appeals has identified multiple housekeeping and more substantial changes to the City Code 
that would enable the Board to review special exception, variance and administrative review 
petitions with more precision.  The Board met over several work sessions to identify and 
propose revisions to Chapter 24, Section 24-1 (Definitions) and Article VII, Board of 
Appeals.  Additionally, a considerable number of housekeeping issues related to an improper 
section reference to the telecommunications ordinance are also proposed throughout Chapter 
24.  The draft text amendment has been reviewed by both the Board of Appeals’ counsel, Bil 
Chen, and City Attorney Lynn Board. 
 
The following is a summary of the Board of Appeals’ recommended changes to Chapter 24, 
listed by section: 
 
§ 24-1.  This amendment proposes to revise the definitions of “Special Exception” and 
“Variance” to be consistent with the definitions for these terms found in the Annotated Code 
of Maryland.  The addition of a definition for “Transcript, Official” is also proposed.   
 
§ 24-1.1. The addition of a paragraph on the computation of a period of time is proposed in 
order that petitioners may accurately calculate time requirements described elsewhere 
throughout the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
§ 24-22(b) 
§ 24-22(c) 
§ 24-25(11) 
§ 24-29 (5) 
§ 24-30 (5) 
§ 24-43A.(2) 
§ 24-57 (6) 
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§ 24-66A.(4) 
§ 24-75 (10 
§ 24-75A.(1) 
§ 24-86 (10) 
§ 24-86A. 
§ 24-102 A. (10) and B.(1) 
§ 24-111 (13) 
§ 24-112 (6) 
§ 24-117 (27) 
§ 24-118 (9) and (10) 
§ 24-123 (4) 
§ 24-123A.(1) 
§ 24-136 F. (6) 
§ 24-151 (17) 
§ 24-160A. (12) 
§ 24-160B. 
§ 24-160D.3.(d) 
§ 24-167A.(D)2.(a) and (a)(1) 
 
Amendments to the above sections will fix a typographical error repeated throughout the 
zoning ordinance. The text amendment proposes to change a reference to the 
telecommunications ordinance from 24-167A(C)(2)” to the correct “24-167A(D)(2).”  
 
Article VII. Board of Appeals – This amendment proposes to amend the State law 
referenced in a footnote to reflect a change in the location of Land Use Article of the 
Annotated Code of Maryland 
 
§ 24-186 – This amendment references the term “official transcript,” to reflect the proposed 
definition in Section 24-1. 
 
§ 24-187(a) – This amendment proposes to add references to the historic district commission 
that were inadvertently omitted from a previous text amendment to this section. 
 
§ 24-187(b) – This amendment proposes to delete a duplicate paragraph. 
 
§ 24-188(c) - This amendment is proposed in order to standardize the use of the phrase 
“petition” throughout Article VII and also to update the list of required submittals with each 
type of petition.. 
 
§ 24-189(b) – This amendment is proposed in order to standardize the use of the phrase 
“petition” throughout Article VII. 
 
§ 24-189(c) – This amendment is proposed to ensure that the City’s definition of the term, 
“variance” is consistent with the State definition. 
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§ 24-190(a) – This amendment is proposed in order to standardize the use of the phrase 
“petition” throughout Article VII and also clarifies what constitutes a decision by the Board 
of Appeals. 
 
§ 24-190A. – A new section is proposed to codify the rehearing and reconsideration process 
that the Board of Appeals may undertake.  The rehearing and reconsideration process was 
previously included in the Board’s Rules of Procedure, but the Board as well as attorneys for 
both the Board of Appeals and the City strongly support the inclusion of these procedures in 
the City’s Code so that all the petitioners’ rights are included in the City Code.      
 
Staff is looking for City Council sponsorship for the proposed amendments to Chapter 24 at 
the May 20, 2013 meeting.  Any input received on the draft amendments will be incorporated 
into the final draft ordinance advertised for a July 1, 2013 Joint Public Hearing. 
 
chs/CHS 
 
Attachment 
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