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Design	Guidelines	
 

PURPOSE	
The following design guidelines are intended to be supplemental to the general project description and 
community concept narrative in the Project Description submitted in support of the MXD rezoning 
request for the Property. The general purpose of the guidelines is to provide guidance to builders, 
developers, property owners and development applicants. 
 

APPLICABILITY	AND	USE	
These guidelines apply to all development within the Project limits. The guidelines are not regulations 
but will be used by the City staff, the Planning Commission and the Mayor and Council in  reviewing 
development applications submitted under the City's Mixed Use Development (MXD) development plan 
review process. 
 
The general goals and framework within these guidelines are 'Sketch Plan' level in detail. These 
standards may be modified and/or supplemented at the time of Schematic Development Plan and/or 
Final Site Plan review and do not reflect a final site plan condition. 
 
Modifications to, or waivers of, design standards could be recommended and/or suggested by and 
applicant as part of the City's MXD development plan review process. Any modification or variance 
request must first be approved by the Master Developer and then presented to the Planning 
Commission for review. The Planning Commission may approve or deny modification requests. 
 
These guidelines are a supplement to the City of Gaithersburg code. Where a guideline or standard in 
this document is in conflict with any provision of the code, the code shall take precedence and shall 
apply unless a waiver to typical standards is allowed and approved. 
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1. Streets	and	Parking.		

1.1. 	CONTEXT.	The	site	is	surrounded	by	several	streets	and	highways	that	provide	excellent	
regional	access.	They	include	Interstate	270	(Freeway);	Major	Arterials	such	as	Frederick	
Avenue	(MD	355)	and	Montgomery	Village	Avenue/Quince	Orchard	Road	(Rte	124);	West	
Diamond	Avenue	(Rte	117)	(Arterial);	Collector	Roads	including	East	Diamond	Avenue,	
Odendhal	Avenue,	Chestnut	Street	and	Perry	Parkway;	and	a	Minor	Collector:	Russell	
Avenue.	All	other	streets	in	the	general	area	of	the	site	are	considered	local	streets,	
including	Dalamar	Street.	

1.2. 	STREETSCAPE.	Streetscape	is	the	public	and	private	space	between	the	buildings	on	either	
side	of	a	street	that	defines	its	character,	including	sidewalk,	street	paving,	landscaping,	
building	facades,	street	furnishings,	signs,	awnings,	street	lighting,	etc.	Streetscape	
requirements	may	include	some	or	all	of	these	elements	and	will	be	developed	at	
Schematic	Development	Plan	review	and	finalized	at	Final	Site	Plan	review.	

1.3. THOROUGHFARE	TYPES.	On‐site	streets	will	be	designed	in	context	with	their	surrounding	
following	the	general	guidance	established	in	City	documents	and	the	ITE	Recommended	
Practice:	Designing	Walkable	Urban	Thoroughfares:	A	Context	Sensitive	Approach.	Generally	
the	design	elements	for	streets	will	relate	to	three	primary	variables:	Context	Zone,	
Thoroughfare	Type	and	the	Predominant	Land	Use/Ground	Floor	Use.		

1.3.1. McBAIN	AVENUE	(Minor	Collector).	McBain	Avenue	is	the	new	parallel	street	to	
Frederick	Avenue	(MD	355)	which	passes	through	a	portion	of	this	project.	This	street	
is	intended	to	provide	connectivity	between	East	Diamond	Avenue/Chestnut	Street	
and	Maryland	124.		

1.3.2. MAIN	STREET.	Main	Street	is	the	unifying	element	for	the	neighborhood	linking	the	
more	urban	and	dense	northern	section	with	the	lower	density	residentially	focused	
southern	section.	It	has	a	change	of	character	as	it	passes	through	different	sections	of	
the	neighborhood.	The		north	section	is	anticipated	to	provide	primary	retail	frontage	
with	ground	level	commercial,	restaurants	and/or	entertainment.	Primary	retail	
frontage	may	occur	along	one	or	more	of	the	cross	streets	in	this	area.	The	central	and	
southern	portions	of	this	street	have	primarily	residential	frontages.	The	main	street	
terminates	at	a	park	at	its	southern	end.	

1.3.3. OTHER	STREETS.	This	is	the	most	common	thoroughfare	type	in	the	community.	
These	thoroughfares	are	intended	to	be	low	speed	pedestrian‐friendly	streets	with	
parallel	parking	and	sidewalks.	Variations	of	design	and	character	are	illustrated	in	
the	typical	sections	and	will	be	based	on	the	context	zone	and	surrounding	land	uses	
and	ground	floor	uses.	

1.3.4. 	ALLEYS.	Alleys	are	intended	for	utility	service	and	access	to	adjoining	structures	in	
order	to	avoid	multiple	access	points	along	the	street	system.	Alley	access	points	will	
include	screening	strategies	such	as	landscaping	and	screen	walls	in	order	to	mitigate	
views	of	the	alley	system.	
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1.3.5. SUGGESTED	STREET	SECTIONS.	Street	design	will	follow	a	'complete	street‐green	street'	
approach	including	environmentally	sensitive	stormwater	design	features	(ESDs),	
pedestrian	ways	and	amenities,	on‐street	parking	and	landscape	elements	integrally	
designed	into	the	street	fabric.	Final	sections	will	be	approved	during	Schematic	
Development	Plan.		

	 	

 
Figure 1 ‐ Main Street 'north' with two travel lanes and middle turning lane (MS‐70‐46). Right‐of‐way could be reduced to 48 
feet when streetside areas are put in private ownership. 

 
 

 
Figure 2 ‐ Main Street 'south' with two travel lanes (MS‐64‐38). Right‐of‐way could be reduced to 40 feet when streetside 
areas are put in private ownership. 
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Figure 31 ‐ Local Street 'north' area (ST‐60‐34). Right‐of‐way could be reduced to 36 feet when streetside areas are put in 
private ownership. 

 
 

 
Figure 4 ‐ Local Street, 'south' area (ST‐60‐34). Right‐of‐way could be reduced to 36 feet when streetside areas are put in 
private ownership. 
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1.4. STREETSIDE	ZONES 0F

1.	The	sidewalk	and	pedestrian	area	within	the	overall	streetscape,	
referred	to	as	the	streetside	zone	by	ITE,	generally	has	four	functional	zones	that	create	a	
viable	public	realm.	They	include	the	frontage	zone,	the	throughway	zone,	the	furnishings	
zone	and	the	edge	zone.	Minimum	streetside	width	should	be	at	least	9	feet	(residential)	
and	12	(commercial).		

	

1.4.1. FRONTAGE	ZONE1F

2.	In	commercial	areas,	this	zone	is	reserved	for	the	shop	tenant	
/owner	and	occupies	the	first	1.5	to	3	feet	of	space	from	the	building	wall.	This	space	
can	be	used	for	signage,	sidewalk	displays,	benches,	planters,	etc.	This	area	also	
accommodates	door	swings	and	projecting	architectural	elements	such	as	bay	
windows.	This	area	can	also	be	used	for	ESD	practices	such	as	disconnect	planters.	In	
residential	areas,	this	zone	is	typically	landscaped	and	may	exceed	the	dimensions	
above.	

1.4.2. THROUGHWAY	ZONE.	This	area	is	reserved	for	pedestrian	movement	and	varies	in	
size	from	5‐10	feet	in	width.	It	is	typically	differentiated	with	alternate	paving	
materials	and/or	other	visual	cues.	The	sidewalks	are	intended	to	be	critical	public	
spaces	and	require	proper	design,	scale	and	character	to	provide	an	attractive	and	
functional	amenity	to	the	adjacent	buildings	and	overall	community.	

1.4.3. FURNISHINGS		ZONE2F

3.		This	remaining	sidewalk	area	is	generally	5‐8	feet	in	width	and	
is	reserved	for	amenities	that	can	be	customized	depending	on	the	adjoining	uses.	This	
area	typically	includes	landscape	panels,	street	trees,	lighting,	meters,	ESD	practices	
and	may	also	include	cafe	tables,	planters,	benches,	way‐finding	signage	as	well	as	
other	amenities	as	appropriate..	

1.4.4. EDGE	ZONE.	This	area	accommodates	frequent	car	door	openings	and	is	reserved	to	
prevent	pedestrians	exiting	vehicles	from	being	forced	to	step	in	the	street	gutter.	This	
area	should	be	covered	in	hardscape	materials	and	clear	of	landscaping	to	provide	safe	
movement	for	pedestrians	in	high	density	environments.	This	zone	may	not	be	
necessary	in	lower	density	areas	and	along	residential	streets.	

1.4.5. SCALE.	Sidewalks	should	be	scaled	to	the	pedestrian	intensity	of	the	immediate	area	
and	should	not	be	overdesigned.		

                                                            
1 Terms and technical data taken from Designing Walkable Urban Thoroughfares: A Context Sensitive Approach, 
Chapter 8: Streetside Design Guidelines; Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE), 2010. 
2  In AASHTO's Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities, the frontage zone is termed 
the "shy distance." 
3 In AASHTO's Guide for the Planning, Design, and Operation of Pedestrian Facilities, the furnishing zone is termed 
the "buffer" zone. 
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1.5. BIKEWAYS.	Bikeways	within	the	Project	will	share	the	street	system.	Streets	will	be	
delineated	with	shared	lane	markings	(sharrow)	as	appropriate.	

1.5.1. ENVIRONMENTAL	SITE	DESIGN	(ESD)AND	GREEN	STREETS.	Streets	will	be	designed	
with	integral	ESD	practices	for	stormwater	management,	street	trees,	landscape	
amenities	and	other	elements	for	visual	attractiveness.	ESD	practices	may	include,	but	
not	necessarily	be	limited	to	micro‐bioretention,	bio‐swales	and	rain	gardens,	as	well	
as	alternative	surfaces	such	as	permeable	pavers.		

	

1.6. STREET	TREES	AND	PUBLIC	LANDSCAPING.	Street	trees	and	general	public	landscaping	
will	be	established	at	Schematic	Development	Plan	and	finalized	at	Final	Site	Plan.		

1.7. STREET	FURNISHINGS.	Street	furnishings	will	be	of	wood,	recycled	materials	or	metal	with	
powder	coating	paint.	The	type,	style,	location	and	material	finish	will	be	established	at	
Schematic	Development	Plan	and	constructed	per	Final	Site	Plan.		

1.8. PARKING.	

1.8.1. ON‐STREET	PARKING.	On‐street	parking	is	a	critical	component	of	the	overall	plan	
and	shall	be	provided	on	most	streets	to	provide	visitor	and	short	term	parking	and	to	
help	to	reduce	the	speed	of	traffic.	Parking	will	be	provided	as	shown	on	the	approved	
plans	and	will	generally	follow	the	design	guidance	in	City	manuals	and	ITE's	
Designing	Walkable	Urban	Thoroughfares:	A	Context	Sensitive	Approach.	

	

1.8.2. STRUCTURED	PARKING.		

1.8.2.1. DESIGN	AND	SCREENING.	Visually	exposed	portions	of	above	grade	parking	
structures	should	utilize	a	combination	of	strategies	to	provide	compatibility	
including	landscape	screening	techniques,	aesthetically	designed	stairs	and	
elevator	cores,	details	to	minimize	building	bulk	and	long	facades,	building	styles	
that	are	compatible	with	adjacent	buildings,	narrow	vehicular	entrances	from	
external	streets,	and	lighting	designed	to	avoid	glare	and	excessive	brightness.	
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1.8.2.2. PLACEMENT.	Parking	structures	should	be	located			minimum	street	
exposure	of	parking	structure	facade(s).	When	parking	structures	are	located	
adjacent	to	streets,	design	and	screening	strategies	should	be	employed.	Parking	
structures	should	not	be	placed	on	corners.	Generally,	corners	should	be	
anchored	by	buildings	that	shield	views	to	parking	structures.	

1.8.2.3. INTEGRATION.	If	possible,	ground	floor	frontage	exposed	to	streets	should	
have	active	uses	such	as	office,	retail,	etc.	Parking	structure	facades	should	be	
integrated	into	adjoining	building	facades.	Access	driveway	heights	and	widths	
should	be	minimized.	

1.8.3. SURFACE	PARKING.	To	the	extent	practical,	surface	parking	should	be	located	to	the	
side	and	rear	of	buildings.	If	placed	in	the	front,	they	should	be	designed	as	a	parking	
court	or	as	diagonal	on‐street	parking.	Landscaping	shall	be	incorporated	to	buffer	
surface	lots	from	surrounding	neighborhoods	and	uses.	Parking	areas	shall	be	a	
maximum	of	6	percent	grade.		

2. Landscape,	Open	Space	and	Green	Areas.	

2.1. OPEN	SPACE	TYPES	AND	HIERARCHY.		

2.1.1. PLAZA.	An	opens	space,	available	for	civic	purposes	and	commercial	activities.	Plazas	
shall	be	located	at	the	intersection	of	important	streets	and	shall	be	spatially	defined	
by	building	frontages.	The	surface	treatment	is	primarily	hardscape,	trees	are	optional.	

2.1.2. CENTRAL	SQUARE.	An	open	space	available	for	unstructured	recreation	and	civic	
purposes.	A	square	is	spatially	defined	by	building	frontages	with	a	landscape	
treatment	consisting	of	paths,	lawns	and	trees,	formally	disposed	and	located	at	the	
intersection	of	important	streets.	

2.1.3. POCKET	PARKS.	A	small,	localized	open	space	that	can	take	many	forms	including	
fields,	playgrounds,	sitting	areas,	etc.	and	which	are	generally	designed	for	passive	
social	activities.	Pocket	parks	are	located	along	and	linked	by	pedestrian	paths,	
sidewalks	and	trails	and	will	be	located	at	multiple	locations	throughout	the	
community.	

2.1.4. PEDESTRIAN	CIRCULATION.	As	discussed	earlier,	the	streetscape	and	street	system	is	
the	key	open	space	network	for	the	community.	The	sidewalk	system	is	included	in	
that	network	and	will	provide	activities,	linkages	and	visual	interest	for	the	
pedestrian.	In	addition	to	the	sidewalk	system,	the	community	will	also	include	trails	
and	pedestrian	passages.	
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2.1.5. HOA	FACILITIES.	It	is	anticipated	that	some	of	the	fair	heritage	can	be	incorporated	
into	the	homeowner's	recreational	facilities.	The	final	design	and	location	will	be	
developed	at	the	time	of	Schematic	Development	Plan	and	finalized	at	Final	Site	Plan.	

2.1.6. OTHER	OPEN	SPACE	AND	GREEN	SPACE.	In	addition	to	the	facilities	listed	above,	the	
community	will	also	include	other	green	space	areas	such	as	forest,	environmentally	
sensitive	practices,	general	landscaped	areas,	courtyards,	sitting	areas,	etc.		

2.2. LANDSCAPE.	

2.2.1. GENERAL.	Landscape	material	selections	shall	respond	to	the	surrounding	
architecture	and	shall	reinforce	and	define	the	public	open	space	within	the	site.	To	
the	extent	possible,	landscape	material	shall	conform	to	the	City	of	Gaithersburg	Tree	
Manual	.	

2.2.2. STREET	TREES.	Street	trees	are	one	of	the	most	important	streetscape	elements.	Their	
height,	canopy,	width,	shade	and	color	set	the	tone	for	the	site,	act	as	a	traffic	calming	
device	to	help	protect	pedestrians,	and	shield	other	streetscape	elements	from	the	sun.	
Generally,	street	tree	species	will	correspond	to	the	specific	street	type	on	which	they	
are	located,	defining	the	hierarchy	of	street	connections	and	creating	clear	pedestrian	
and	vehicular	zones.	

2.2.3. SITE	TREES	AND	OTHER	LANDSCAPING.	Overall	landscape	selections,	other	than	
street	trees,	will	be	based	on	year‐round	interest,	the	ecology	of	the	site,	the	need	to	
define	spaces,	the	hierarchy	of	plant	material,	and	the	theme	of	the	design.	Shade,	
evergreen,	and	ornamental	trees	shall	be	provided	per	the	approved	plan(s).	Their	
locations	will	be	coordinated	with	site	lighting.	

	

2.2.4. ESD	PRACTICES.	Rain	gardens	and	other	ESD	practices	will	be	established	at	
Schematic	Development	Plan	and	finalized	at	Final	Site	Plan.		

2.2.5. PROHIBITIONS.	Dense	ground	covers	should	be	avoided	in	that	they	may	provide	
protective	cover	for	pests.	Invasive	species	will	not	be	allowed.	Tall,	dense	hedges	
should	be	avoided	if	they	limit	visibility	and/or	accessibility.	

2.3. HARDSCAPE	

2.3.1. 	SIDEWALKS,	PATHS	AND	LEAD	WALKS.	Sidewalks	will	generally	be	brushed	
concrete.	Alternative	paving	materials	and	details	may	be	allowed.	Pedestrian	paths	
that	go	through	forest	areas,	parks	and/or	natural	areas	and	link	sidewalk	segments	
are	allowed	to	be	asphalt.	
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2.3.2. SITE	FURNISHINGS	.	All	site	furnishings	shall	compliment	and	coordinate	with	one	
another	in	style,	material	and	color	and	compliment	the	character	and	use	of	adjacent	
buildings.	They	shall	be	placed	at	strategic	locations	such	as	bus	stops,	public	spaces,	
main	building	entrances,	courtyards	and	high	pedestrian	traffic	areas.	Site	furnishings	
may	include	waste	receptacles,	benches,	bike	racks,	mail	boxes,	picnic	tables,	bus	
stops,	cafe	tables	and	chairs,	bollards	and	signage.	Final	selection	will	be	at	Final	Site	
Plan.		

2.3.3. FENCING.	Fencing	is	a	major	site	element	that	will	help	define	the	character	of	
different	parts	of	the	site	as	well	as	define	individual	lots	and	spaces.	Fencing	type,	
location,	size,	and	material	will	be	defined	at	Schematic	Development	Plan	and	
finalized	at	Final	Site	Plan.	

2.3.4. SCREENING.	Screening	elements	will	be	used	to	mitigate	objectionable	views.	
Screening	type,	location,	size,	and	material	will	be	defined	at	Schematic	Development	
Plan	and	finalized	at	Final	Site	Plan.		

2.3.5. RETAINING	WALLS.	Retaining	walls	shall	be	placed	as	grades	dictate	and	shall	be	
made	of	masonry	faced	with	brick,	stucco	or	stone	when	adjacent	to	public	streets	or	
sidewalks.	

3. Buildings.	

3.1. GENERAL	DESIGN	GUIDELINES	‐	ALL	STRUCTURES	

3.1.1. DESIGN.	Architectural	design	and	building	aesthetics	shall	be	determined	by	the	
architectural	character	of	the	approved	elevations	at	Schematic	Development	Plan.		

3.1.2. ENTRANCE	ORIENTATION.	The	fronts	of	buildings	should	be	sited	close	to	and	face	
the	primary	or	most	prominent	street.	Architectural	design	should	emphasize	main	
entrances	of	buildings.	

3.1.3. 	SETBACKS.	There	shall	be	no	minimum	front,	side	or	rear	setbacks.	Final	approved	
building	setbacks	shall	be	as	indicated	on	the	Final	Site	Plan	drawings.	Setbacks	shall	
be	applicable	to	the	building	face	only.		

3.1.3.1. Bays,	balconies,	eaves	and	other	architectural	facade	enhancements	may	
extend	beyond	the	setbacks.		

3.1.3.2. Landscape	elements	such	as	handrails,	retaining	walls,	landscaping,	
hardscaping,	etc.,	may	extend	into	setbacks.		

3.1.3.3. Awnings,	signage	and	other	architectural	elements	may	encroach	into	the	
streetside	zone	up	to	the	throughway	zone	(public	sidewalk)	but	may	not	
encroach	into	the	furnishing	or	edge	zone,	unless	approved	as	a	unique	building	
element	such	as	an	gallery,	arcade	or	covered	lobby	entrance.	Encroachments	
shall	not	impede	pedestrian	flow.	

3.1.4. 	HEIGHT.	Height	limits	are	as	shown	on	the	Sketch	Plan.	Heights	may	be	refined	and	
modified	during	Schematic	Development	Plan.	Exceptions	to	height	are	as	defined	in	
the	Zoning	Ordinance.	
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3.1.5. 	MASSING.	Each	building	should	have	a	distinctive	base,	middle	and	top.	Buildings	
should	be	organized	and	grouped	to	form	a	unified	urban	composition	with	varying	
heights	and	massing.	Buildings	should	follow	and	generally	conform	to	the	discipline	
of	the	street	and	open	space/public	space	edges.	Buildings	should	respond	to	the	
various	street	conditions	that	they	are	adjacent	to	by	incorporating	architectural	
elements	such	as	wrap‐around	porches,	bay	windows,	chimneys,	and	pronounced	
doorways.	Designs	that	help	animate	the	overall	public	space	experience	via	the	
interplay	of	light	and	shadow,	opaque	vs.	transparent	surfaces,	texture,	color	and	
elevation	depths	are	encouraged.	

3.1.6. 	FACADES.	Front	door	entries	should	be	distinctive	and	enhance	the	façade.	There	will	
be	a	variety	of	different	colors	used	on	all	buildings.	The	street‐building	façade	
relationship	should	be	augmented	with	porches,	balconies	and	terraces,	which	are	
deep	enough	to	offer	an	outdoor	retreat	for	the	resident.	

3.1.7. ROOFS.	Use	a	combination	of	roof	types	in	a	unified	composition	to	provide	individual	
building	identity	and	to	provide	character	to	different	parts	of	the	community.	It	is	
envisioned	that	there	will	be	a	majority	of	flat	roofs	in	the	north	area	and	a	majority	of	
pitched	roofs	in	the	southern	area.	

3.1.8. .FENESTRATION.	Heavily	tinted	or	mirrored	glass	will	be	minimized.	

3.1.9. 	UTILITIES	AND	MECHANICAL	EQUIPMENT.		

3.1.9.1. All	permanent	utility	lines	will	be	installed	underground.	Utility	locations	
will	generally	be	located	in	alleys,	in	the	rear	or	side	of	lots,	unless	the	situation	
dictates	otherwise.	

3.1.9.2. As	allowed,	transformers	telecommunications	devices,	equipment	switching	
boxes	and	other	above	ground	utility	cabinets	will	be	located	away	from	major	
pedestrian	routes	and	outdoor	seating	areas.	These	devices	will	be	buffered	from	
view	with	landscaping	and	screening,	if	permitted.	

3.1.9.3. Through‐wall	mechanical	units	shall	be	thoughtfully	designed	into	the	
building’s	façade,	located	in	areas	that	minimize	visual	impact	and	camouflaged	
with	paint	and/or	materials	that	are	similar	in	shade	to	the	façade	on	which	it	is	
placed.		

3.1.9.4. Where	mechanical	units	are	located	on	the	roof,	the	units	shall	be	screened	
from	public	view	as	measured	at	an	eye‐level	view	line	taken	at	the	center	of	the	
sidewalk	across	the	street	adjacent	to	the	building.	Screening	may	include	a	
parapet	wall	or	other	architectural	elements	complementary	to	the	approved	
design.	Residential	mechanical	units	visible	from	a	street	at	grade	shall	be	
appropriately	screened	by	landscaping	so	as	to	reasonably	minimize	visual	
impact.		

3.2. NON‐RESIDENTIAL	AND	MIXED‐USE	STRUCTURES.		

3.2.1. GENERAL	DESIGN	GUIDANCE.	Public	facades	should	be	carefully	articulated	to	
provide	pedestrian	scaled	architecture	and	should	be	made	of	quality	materials..	
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3.2.2. ENCOURAGED	ELEMENTS.	The	architectural	elevations	will	be	established	at	
Schematic	Development	Plan.	This	plan	encourages	the	following	elements:	

3.2.2.1. Architectural	projections	such	as	terraces,	columns	and	bays.		

3.2.2.2. Storefronts	provided	in	portions	of	all	building	street	fronts.		

3.2.2.3. Combinations	of	canopies,	awning	and	flat	facades	to	create	variety.		

3.2.2.4. Facades	that	change	in	character	between	the	upper	stories	and	the	ground	
level.	

3.2.2.5. Strong	base	elements	terminated	with	well	defined	horizontal	banding	
elements	such	as	a	cornice	at	the	second	floor.		

3.2.2.6. Anchored	storefronts	with	substantial	piers	at	either	end	to	provide	
definition	to	the	space.	

3.2.2.7. Varying	window	treatments	and	patterns.		

3.2.2.8. Integrated	wall	and	roof	elements	that	screen	mechanical	equipment.		

3.2.2.9. Building	front	walls	of	face	brick,	stone,	pre‐cast	or	wood	with	masonry	
accents.	

3.2.2.10. Column	surrounds	of	masonry,	pre‐cast	concrete	and/or	cast	stone.		

3.2.2.11. Solid,	well	defined	building	piers	that	define	and	anchor	end	bays	and	
building	entries.	Rear	walls	constructed	with	a	combination	of	brick	and	concrete	
block	(ground‐face,	split‐face,	or	center‐scored).	

3.2.3. DISCOURAGED	ELEMENTS.	This	plan	strongly	discourages	the	following	elements:	

3.2.3.1. Long	facades	that	have	no	vertical	and/or	horizontal	articulation.		

3.2.3.2. Poorly	defined	base	elements	or	long	expanses	that	offer	little	relief	or	visual	
interest	to	the	passerby.		

3.2.3.3. Building	lobbies	that	have	no	awnings	or	shadowing	elements.		

3.2.3.4. Storefronts	that	match	a	neighboring	retailer	in	color	and/or	design.	

3.2.4. GROUND	FLOOR.	It	is	envisioned	that	the	ground	floor	will	house	a	combination	of	
office,	service,	retail,	restaurant	and	entertainment	uses.	The	architectural	design	of	
this	level	should	not	be	contingent	on	the	overall	building	architecture.	Retailers	and	
merchants	should	have	the	freedom	to	express	the	uniqueness	of	their	particular	
establishment	but	are	expected	to	tailor	their	designs	to	the	overall	design	of	the	
community.		
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3.2.5. STOREFRONTS.		The	frontage	zone	of	the	streetside	is	defined	as	an	area	available	for	
shop	owners	to	extend	their	merchandising	pat	the	building	plane	without	obstructing	
the	pedestrian	throughway.	The	storefront	(frontage)	zone	is	recommended	to	be	at	
least	1.5	to	3	feet	in	width	but	may	be	larger	in	specific	high	pedestrian	and/or	
specialty	areas.	The	design	will	permit	the	placement	of	banners,	small	awnings,	
flower	boxes	,planters,	benches,	sculpture,	bay	windows,	blade	signs,	merchandising	
displays.	These	extra	elements	will	reflect	the	quality	and	feel	of	the	merchant	or	
restaurant.	

3.2.5.1. COLOR	AND	MATERIALS.	Each	merchant	and	restaurant	will	be	provided	
the	maximum	opportunity	to	uniquely	display	its	merchandise	in	order	to	attract	
passing	customers.	Flexibility	and	variety	in	storefront	colors	is	an	important	
element	of	a	great	and	exciting	retail	environment	and	streetscape.	Colors	should	
be	complimentary	and	reflect	the	store's	unique	personality	and	brand.	Colors	
should	tie	all	aspects	of	the	storefront	design	together.	Generally,	muted	colors	
are	more	appropriate	for	large	area	and	backgrounds.	Bright	colors	should	be	
used	as	accents.		The	color	scheme	should	take	into	account	the	color	of	upper	
floors	and	adjacent	storefronts.	

3.2.5.2. DOORS	AND	FRAMES.	Restaurants	shall	use	their	doors	to	connect	with	
outdoor	seating	areas.	Recessed	doors	and	doors	with	a	high	percentage	of	glass	
are	encouraged.	Doors	must	be	compatible	with	the	storefront	design.	The	
primary	entrance	should	be	clearly	marked,	while	side	entrances	should	be	as	
close	to	the	primary	street	as	possible.	

3.2.5.3. WINDOWS.	Windows	provide	an	opportunity	for	shop	owners	and	
restaurateurs	to	merchandise	to	passing	pedestrians	and	motorists.	Storefront	
glazing	should	be	at	least	60%	of	the	storefront	area	except	for	high	security	uses	
such	as	jewelers.	Windows	must	not	be	any	closer	than	12	inches	to	the	ground	
level.		

3.2.5.4. LIGHTING.	Lighting	helps	to	define	the	store's	character,	contributes	to	the	
safety	of	the	streetscape,	and	provides	for	and	helps	prolong	street	life	after	
business	hours.		Sign	lighting	must	be	of	a	'concealed'	nature,	avoiding	glare.	
Halo‐illuminated	and	face	illuminated	pan	channel	letters	are	permitted.	Specific	
lighting	design	guidance	will	be	developed	during	the	Schematic	Development	
Plan	phase	and	finalized	at	Site	Plan.	

3.2.5.5. AWNINGS.	Awnings	are	encouraged.	An	awning	emphasizes	the	shop	or	
restaurant's	entrance,	provides	shade	and	may	carry	part	of	the	tenant's	image.	
Awnings	must	be	mounted	at	a	height	so	as	not	to	interfere	with	pedestrian	(8	
feet	above	sidewalk	elevation)	and	display	windows,	but	below	cornices	and	
second	story	window	sills.	Structural	components	should	be	finished	to	
compliment	the	awning	fabric.	

3.2.5.6. STOREFRONT	SIGNAGE.	Permitted	signage	may	consist	of	the	following	
components:	identity	sign,	canopy/marquee	signs,	wall	mounted	signs,	awnings	
signs,	projecting	signs,	window	signs,	plaque	signs,	menu	boards	and	banner	
signs.	Specific	signage	design	criteria	will	be	developed	during	the	Schematic	
Development	Plan	phase	and	finalized	during	the	Final	Site	Plan	phase.	



 
MXD Rezoning - Montgomery County Agricultural Center, Inc. Property - Design Guidelines  Page 13  

 

3.3. RESIDENTIAL	STRUCTURES.		

3.3.1. MULTI‐FAMILY.		

3.3.1.1. DESIGN	GUIDANCE.	Public	facades	should	be	carefully	articulated	to	provide	
pedestrian	scaled	architecture	and	should	be	made	of	quality	material	such	as	
brick,	stone,	glass,	pre‐cast	and/or	wood.	Balconies,	awnings,	canopies	and	bay,	
box	or	bow	windows	that	provide	animation	to	the	street	shall	be	encouraged.	

3.3.1.2. MATERIAL	STANDARDS.	Material	requirements	as	related	to	the	general	
architectural	design	are	as	per	this	section.	

3.3.1.2.1. SIDING.	Where	an	exterior	building	face	is	visible	from	a	street,	fiber	
board	or	cement	board	or	equal	siding,	paneling	and	trim	shall	be	used.	
Siding	or	paneling	style	may	vary	as	per	approved	elevations.	Siding	trim	
shall	be	of	a	size	appropriate	to	the	adjacent	siding	style	or	paneling	and	as	
illustrated	in	intended	design	detail	as	per	approved	elevations.	Any	other	
siding	product	shall	be	permitted	where	not	readily	visible	to	the	general	
public	from	the	street	or	adjacent	properties.	All	siding	shall	be	installed	
per	manufacturer’s	standard	requirements.		

3.3.1.2.2. BRICK	VENEER.	A	veneer	brick	may	be	used	to	establish	an	
architectural	“base”	at	minimum	as	a	water‐table	base	at	the	exterior	
perimeter	of	the	building,	extending	at	minimum	to	the	underside	of	the	
lowest	window	sill	of	the	finish	grade.	Veneer	brick	may	extend	above	this	
minimum	height	so	as	to	provide	architectural	interest	as	per	the	approved	
elevations,	such	as	at	building	corners	and	main	residential	entrance.	In	no	
case	shall	the	brick	extend	to	the	top	floor	of	the	residential	building	so	as	
to	establish	an	architectural	“top”	through	use	of	another	material.	A	variety	
of	brick	colors	may	be	used	to	compliment	the	siding	colors	to	be	used,	with	
a	minimum	of	two	(2)	brick	colors	to	be	used.	Brick	size	and	pattern	shall	
be	per	industry	standard	for	residential	buildings	of	the	size	and	scale	
approved.	

3.3.1.2.3. SYNTHETIC	STUCCO.	Synthetic	stucco	may	be	used	to	replicate	stone	
banding,	cornices	and	other	special	stone	shapes.		

3.3.1.2.4. PRECAST	CONCRETE	&	SYNTHETIC	STONE.		Precast	concrete	and	
synthetic	stone	sills,	headers	and	other	banding	may	be	used	in	lieu	of	
synthetic	stucco.	

3.3.1.2.5. ARCHITECTURAL	BLOCK	–	SPLIT‐FACE	OR	SMOOTH.	Architectural	
block	may	be	used	at	the	“base”	of	the	building	on	non‐street	fronting	
elevations	and	courtyard	elevations.	Architectural	block	should	not	extend	
above	the	water‐table.	Color	shall	compliment	brick	and	siding	colors	used.	
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3.3.1.2.6. DOORS.	Residential	doors	may	be	vinyl,	PVC,	fiberglass,	wood	or	
metal,	slider	type	or	standard	hinged.	Sliding	doors	at	patios	and	balconies	
may	be	full	glazed	and	may	contain	a	transom.	Door	color	may	be	white	or	
any	other	color	deemed	complementary	to	the	brick	and	siding	façade.	Fire‐
rated	exit	doors	may	be	solid	painted	metal	doors.	Doors	and	side	lights	at	
or	near	the	main	residential	entry	or	amenity	space	may	be	aluminum	
storefront	windows	and	may	be	full	height	glazed.		

3.3.1.2.7. WINDOWS.	Windows	shall	be	single‐hung	at	minimum.	Windows	
may	be	single	vertical	or	ganged	together	as	per	the	architectural	character	
of	the	approved	elevations.	Windows	may	be	vinyl,	PVC,	vinyl‐clad	wood,	
aluminum	or	equal.	Window	color	may	be	white	or	any	other	color	deemed	
complementary	to	the	brick	and	siding	façade.	Windows	at	or	near	the	main	
residential	entry	or	amenity	space	may	be	aluminum	storefront	windows	
and	may	be	full	height	glazed.		

3.3.1.2.8. SHUTTERS.	Shutters	may	be	used	for	front	and	side	windows.	
Shutters	shall	be	wood	or	vinyl.	Shutters	should	appear	operable	and	
should	appear	to	be	of	a	sufficient	size	to	cover	the	opening	if	both	sides	are	
closed.	

3.3.1.2.9. ARCHITECTURAL	PROJECTIONS:	DECKS,	BALCONIES	AND	
TERRACES.	Decks	and	Balconies	shall	be	either	wood	framed	&	trimmed	
structured	balconies	or	Juliet‐style	balconies.	Standard	wood	framed	
balconies	may	be	open	to	the	sky	or	covered	above	by	roof	or	another	
balcony,	and	surface	may	be	pervious	or	impervious.	Balcony	railings	may	
be	vinyl	or	PVC,	prefinished	aluminum,	or	painted	metal.	Wood	balconies	
and	railings	shall	be	painted	white	or	any	color	deemed	complementary	to	
the	approved	architectural	design.	Balconies	must	have	finished	undersides	
if	more	than	6	feet	above	grade.	Terraces	adjoining	a	street	may	have	a	low	
wall	constructed	of	pre‐cast	concrete,	brick,	or	evergreen	plantings.	

3.3.1.2.10. ROOFS.	Roofs	may	be	pitched	roofs	or	flat	roofs	with	parapets.	
Pitched	roofs	shall	be	minimum	3:12	slope	with	dimensional	asphalt	
shingles.	Shingle	color	may	be	standard	black	or	any	other	color	deemed	
complementary	to	the	approved	architectural	design.	Flat	roofs	shall	have	a	
minimum	30”	parapet	height.	Flashing	and	attic	fans	should	not	be	visible	
from	the	ground	and	should	be	painted	to	match	the	roof,	or	clad	in	copper.	

3.3.1.3. GUTTERS	&	DOWNSPOUTS.	Gutters	and	downspouts	shall	be	standard	
prefinished	painted	aluminum.	Color	shall	be	white	or	any	other	color	deemed	
complimentary	to	the	approved	architectural	design.		

3.3.2. 	SINGLE	FAMILY.	This	category	includes	both	detached	and	attached	home	types.		

3.3.2.1. DESIGN.	The	overall	design	will	be	consistent	with	the	architectural	style.	A	
mix	of	styles	will	be	encouraged.	

3.3.2.1.1. Detached	houses	shall	be	treated	with	the	same	combination	of	
building	materials	on	all	four	sides	of	the	unit.	A	front	facade	of	
predominately	masonry	with	side	and	rear	facades	containing	the	same	
combination	of	materials	is	acceptable.	
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3.3.2.1.2. The	attached	unit	located	at	the	end	of	a	row	will	be	treated	with	a	
consistent	material	treatment	on	the	front	and	side	facades.		

3.3.2.1.3. The	first	attached	unit	at	the	alley	entrance	will	have	a	consistent	
material	treatment	on	the	front,	side	and	rear	facades.		

3.3.2.2. MATERIAL	STANDARDS.	

3.3.2.2.1. SIDING.	Fiber	cement	or	fiber	board	siding	or	its	equivalent	is	the	
prescribed	siding	material	where	brick,	stone	or	other	materials	are	not	
required.	Aluminum	siding	is	not	permitted.	Exterior	wood	shingles	are	
encouraged	where	appropriate.	

3.3.2.2.2. BRICK.	Brick	should	be	coursed	in	common	bond,	Flemish	Bond,	
herringbone,	basket	weave	or	other	decorative	bond,	or	horizontal	running	
bond.	Bonding	variations	are	encouraged.	A	variety	of	traditional	brick	
colors	are	encouraged	and	painted	brick	is	permitted.	

3.3.2.2.3. SYNTHETIC	STUCCO.	All	stucco	is	to	be	smooth	in	texture	and	
uniform	in	color.	EIFS	is	permitted	for	architectural	elements	as	long	as	it	
meets	code	and	is	located	a	minimum	of	4	feet	from	the	ground.	

3.3.2.2.4. PRECAST	CONCRETE	&	SYNTHETIC	STONE.	Stone	shall	be	laid	in	
generally	horizontal	patterns	with	generally	rectilinear	stone.	Cast	stone	
shall	be	permitted	at	sills,	headers	and	accents.	Stone	shall	return	a	
minimum	of	12	inches	at	all	outside	corners.		

3.3.2.2.5. DOORS.	Doors,	except	storm	doors,	must	be	made	of	fiberglass,	steel,	
or	wood,	and	must	be	painted	or	stained.	All	doors	will	have	glass,	raised	
panels	or	both.	Garage	doors	must	be	made	of	wood,	embossed	hardwood,	
fiberglass	or	wood	veneer.	Fenestration	is	permitted.	Paneled	doors	are	
recommended.	

3.3.2.2.6. WINDOWS.	All	exterior	elevations	are	required	to	have	windows.	
Windows	must	be	single‐,	double‐	or	triple‐hung,	casement	or	fixed	in	
decorative	applications.	Windows	should	be	rectangular	in	shape	and	
vertical	in	orientation.	Decorative	accent	windows	may	be	circular,	half‐
round,	irregular	or	elliptical.	

3.3.2.2.7. SHUTTERS.	Shutters	may	be	used	for	front	and	street‐side	windows.	
Shutters	shall	be	wood	or	vinyl.	Shutters	should	appear	operable	and	
should	appear	to	be	of	a	sufficient	size	to	cover	the	opening	if	both	sides	are	
closed.	

3.3.2.2.8. ROOFS.	Roofs	may	be	pitched	roofs	or	flat	roofs	with	parapets.	
Pitched	roofs	shall	be	minimum	3:12	slope	with	dimensional	asphalt	
shingles.	Shingle	color	may	be	standard	black	or	any	other	color	deemed	
complementary	to	the	approved	architectural	design.	Flat	roofs	shall	have	a	
minimum	30”	parapet	height.	Flashing	and	attic	fans	should	not	be	visible	
from	the	ground	and	should	be	painted	to	match	the	roof,	or	clad	in	copper	
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3.3.2.2.9. GUTTER	AND	DOWNSPOUTS.	Gutters	and	downspouts	shall	be	
standard	prefinished	painted	aluminum.	Color	shall	be	white	or	any	other	
color	deemed	complimentary	to	the	approved	architectural	design.	

3.3.2.2.10. CHIMNEYS.	Chimney	enclosures	shall	be	brick,	stone,	stucco	or	
cementitious	material.	Chimneys	should	be	integrated	into	the	building	
design	and	have	material	color	compatible	with	the	building	architecture.	

3.3.2.2.11. PORCHES.	Porch	floors	shall	be	pressure	treated	wood,	composite,	
poured	concrete,	stone	or	brick.	Foundations	shall	be	solid	or	built	with	
masonry	piers	with	framed	wood	lattice.	Porches	may	be	enclosed	with	
screening	where	appropriate.	

3.3.2.2.12. STOOPS.	Masonry	stoops	shall	be	made	of	stone,	brick	or	concrete.	
Metal	stoops	may	also	be	permitted.	Wood,	composite	simulated	wood,	
stoops	may	be	permitted	at	secondary	entrances.		

3.3.2.2.13. DECKS.	Deck	floors	shall	be	pressure	treated	or	composite	simulated	
wood.	Wood	decking	shall	be	sealed	with	an	approved	natural	finish.	
Railings	shall	be	wood,	vinyl	clad	wood	or	composite	simulated	wood.	
Decks	can	be	roofed	and	screened.	Decks	may	also	be	open	with	shading	
from	awnings,	trellises	or	other	shading	devices.	

3.3.2.2.14. ROOFTOP	DECKS.	Rooftop	decks	are	permitted	and	incorporated	
into	the	building	architecture.	

3.3.2.2.15. GARAGES.	Garages	may	be	detached	or	attached	to	the	home,	and	
designed	as	an	integral	part	of	the	home,	incorporating	the	materials	and	
colors	of	the	home.	Garage	roof	materials	shall	match	those	of	the	dwelling.	

3.4. PARKING	STRUCTURES.	Parking	structure	design	and	building	aesthetics	shall	be	
determined	by	the	architectural	character	of	the	approved	elevations.	Materials	may	
include	synthetic	stucco,	precast	concrete,	brick	spandrel	panels,	and	other	materials.	
Colors	shall	match	or	compliment	adjacent	building	colors.		

3.5. ANCILLIARY	AND	ACCESSORY	STRUCTURES.	All	detached	structures	such	as	pavilions	
and/or	sheds	shall	be	of	similar	design	and	materials	as	the	primary	structure.	All	
accessory	structures	will	be	placed	in	rear	yards	unless	approved	otherwise	at	Final	Site	
Plan.	The	size	of	structures	will	be	compatible	to	the	lot/space	on	which	it	will	be	placed.		
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