
From: Wayne Hsin
To: Planning External Mailing
Subject: Johnson"s Property annexation
Date: Wednesday, November 18, 2015 7:07:35 PM

Dear sir/madam,
 
I am a resident of Willow Ridge subdivision, which is located next to the purposed
 Johnson property annexation. 

I was shock to know the proposal including to annexe the property to city of
 Gaithersburg and change the zoning to MZD;  and the owner of the land plans to
 build up to 180 residents in phase 1, and more for phase 2 and phase 3.
 
I don't think the proposal is fair or appropriate.  First, the traffic around the Johnson's
 property is already very congested.  I think with additional 180-360 residents , it will
 make the traffic much worse.  Second, surrounding neighborhoods, Orchard Hill ,
 Willow Ridge, and Hidden Ponds are zoning for R-200.  The purposed new
 development of Johnson property will have great negative impact on the surrounding
 neighborhoods, such as overflow traffic, noises and other negative impacts. 
 Furthermore, the landscape of these neighborhoods will be changed and negatively
 impacted base on the Montgomery county master plan.  Third, the schools in these
 neighborhoods are already overcrowded.  Without additional capacities of schools,
 the purposed plan will have devastated impact on the students.  Last, with additional
 residents in this area, it might have to expand traffic infrastructure.  My
 neighborhood, Willow Ridge was disturbed and negatively impacted when RT 28 was
 expanded last time.  It is not fair or appropriate for us.
 
I think the land owner of Johnson property tries to annexation of the land to City of
 Gaithersburg, so he doesn't have to communicate with surrounding neighborhoods. 
 It is neither fair or appropriate for his strategy.  I am deeply disturbed.
 
I understand land development is necessary.  However, in order to preserve our
 neighborhoods, I urge you  to recommend the proposal with less number of
 resident/commercial units and smaller size of development.   Many thanks.
 
 
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Wayne Hsin
Willow Ridge

mailto:whsin1972@yahoo.com
mailto:Planning@gaithersburgmd.gov
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From: Rob Robinson
To: "Katie Rapp"
Cc: Trudy Schwarz
Subject: RE: Magruder and Johnson property annexation timelines
Date: Thursday, November 19, 2015 9:42:00 AM

Ms. Rapp,
For Johnson- Planning Commission Recommendation is January 6, 2016. This meeting was moved
 back at the request of the Applicant.
It is my understanding that the Johnson Petition has been removed from the County PHED Agenda

 on November 23 as it was not introduced November 17th, at the request of the Applicant. Note- the
 City has no involvement with this scheduling.

At this time, the City Public Hearing is still scheduled for February 1st. Comment for the Council’s
 review may be submitted until such time as their record closes, which has not been established yet.
 The Council record is open now.
 
 
Rob Robinson III, AICP CEP
FCA Qualified Professional
Long Range Planning Manager
City of Gaithersburg
301-258-6330 Ext. 2122
 
The opinions expressed in this message are not necessarily those of the City of Gaithersburg Staff,
 Mayor or Council.
 
 
 

From: Katie Rapp [mailto:wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2015 9:35 AM
To: Rob Robinson
Subject: Magruder and Johnson property annexation timelines
 
Hi,
 
Can you provide clarification on dates and deadlines re these annexation projects?
 Am I missing anything? Thank you.
 
Nov 20 Johnson Property [this is listed in the Town Courier, but not on the website, so
 was it changed to Dec 23?]

The City of Gaithersburg Planning Commission will present their recommendations in
 a meeting scheduled for Dec. 2. Comments from the public must be received (via
 email at planning@gaithersburgmd.gov) by 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 20 if they are to be
 included in the Planning Commission’s packets, per its website. 

 

mailto:wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com
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Nov 23 Magruder and Johnson Properties
Our last opportunity for comment to county council about the annexations of the
 Johnson and Magruder properties is by sending emails to the whole council and to
 members of the Council's Planning, Housing and Economic Development (PHED)
 committee who will meet on Monday, 11/23 at 2pm (open to the public, but not an
 open discussion). Emails can be sent to:
Council.Council@montgomerycountymd.gov
and PHED members:
Councilmember.floreen@montgomerycountymd.gov
Councilmember.Riemer@montgomerycountymd.gov
Councilmember.Leventhal@montgomerycountymd.gov
 
Dec 16 Magruder property
The staff has recommended that the Mayor and Council hold their record open until 5
 pm on Wednesday, December 16, 2015.   So the deadline for submitting written
 comments is 5 pm on Wednesday, December 16, 2015.
 
Dec 23 Johnson Property
The City of Gaithersburg Planning Commission will be conducting their
 recommendation meeting January 6 , 2016. To ensure inclusion in the Planning
 Commission’s packets, comments must be received by 5 p.m. Wednesday
 December 23, 2015. Comments may be either mailed to: City of Gaithersburg
 Planning, 31 South Summit Avenue, Gaithersburg MD 20877. Or e-mailed to
 planning@gaithersburgmd.gov.
 
Feb 1 Johnson property [when do comments need to be submitted?]
The City of Gaithersburg Mayor & City Council will conduct their public hearing on X-
7067-2015 on Monday February 1, 2016. The Council’s record is currently open.
 Comments may be either mailed to: City of Gaithersburg Planning, 31 S. Summit
 Avenue, Gaithersburg MD 20877. Or e-mailed to planning@gaithersburgmd.gov.
 
Thank you,
Katie Rapp
 

mailto:Council.Council@montgomerycountymd.gov
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From: Linda Green
To: Planning External Mailing
Subject: Johnson Property Annexation
Date: Friday, November 20, 2015 9:14:59 AM

To whom it may concern,

My name is Linda Green and I have been a resident of the Willow Ridge Community, adjacent
 to the Johnson's property, for the past 10 years.  I am very concerned about the new proposal
 for the annexation of this property to the City of Gaithersburg, as it is clear that this proposal
 will have a HUGE impact on the surrounding neighborhoods in very negative ways.

1.  One of the biggest concerns of the community when Johnson's had previously proposed
 building a large garden center on this space was the effect that this would have on the local
 traffic.  With this new proposal of annexation, which would allow for high density residential
 units in this space, the traffic impact would be tremendous.  Route 28 is not designed to
 handle this volume, as it is very difficult and dangerous (I have personally witnessed several
 accidents) to leave our neighborhood during peak hours as it is.  We have argued for an
 additional traffic light to exit our neighborhood, but have been denied due to the proximity of
 adjacent lights.  For the safety of the community, a completely new traffic pattern would be
 an absolute prerequisite to this annexation.  From past experience, I believe that this is
 unlikely to happen.

2.  I am very concerned that this increased congestion directly across the street from Quince
 Orchard High School will pose a significant threat to the safety of the students who are new
 drivers and/or walking to school.  I would not be comfortable allowing my own children to do
 either if this annexation is approved.

3.  The schools in this area are already overcrowded, causing the need for portables and/or
 busing children to schools outside of their community.  The proposed annexation would
 certainly worsen this situation as well.

We do not need a Western Gaithersburg cityscape.  The Kentlands and Washingtonian Center
 (which is still growing in its newer sections) offer nearby city "hubs" for higher density
 housing and plenty of commercial space in this region.  The Johnson's Property would be
 much more suited for single family homes that would fit in well with this community or,
 better yet, a neighborhood park.

Thank you for your attention on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Linda Green

12559 Carrington Hill Drive
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
phone:  (301)-963-1341
e-mail:  lindakpgreen@gmail.com

-Linda

mailto:lindakpgreen@gmail.com
mailto:Planning@gaithersburgmd.gov
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From: Alynn Marks
To: Planning External Mailing
Subject: Johnson Property Annexation
Date: Friday, November 20, 2015 9:50:33 AM

Planning Commission,

I am not hopeful that any ear will be turned to the concerns of nearby residents, but feel it's
 my civic duty to at least try to let you know my husband and I are NOT in favor of the over
 development of the Johnson property.  I appreciate their desire to part with their property,
 but request that you give a long, hard look at the many implications on the community in
 general if this property is over developed ... 180 housing units is ludicrous!  As you are well
 aware, there are huge implications how badly this would impact the infrasturcture, schools,
 environment, and traffic ... we've already had two deaths.  And, it's making it impossible
 for we elderly residents to afford to live here on a fixed income.

Since there was no notification, or at best LATE notification given to the residents, it makes
 me feel that this is just to increase the coffers of the City and County and we're raising our
 voices to deaf ears.  My hope ... someone will listen, put the shoes on their feet, and make
 a sound decision. Growth is a necessary given, but only at a pace the total infrasturcture
 can realistically withstand.  

Please consider this request from a realistic perspective and from your heart.

Thank you,
 
 
Alynn and Sam Marks
Willow Ridge Residents

mailto:alynnmarks@verizon.net
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