
From: Steve Lawrence <slawrence@comcast.net> 

Date: July 31, 2016 at 8:50:24 PM EDT 

To: <jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov>, <msesma@gaithersburgmd.gov>, 

<nharris@gaithersburgmd.gov>, <hmarraffa@starpower.net>, <rspiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov>, 

<rwu@gaithersburgmd.gov> 

Cc: 'Lizabeth Lawrence' <20633@comcast.net> 

Subject: REJECT Annexation ( X‐7067‐2015) and Rezoning of 12311 Darnestown Road MD Route 28 

 
REJECT Annexation ( X‐7067‐2015) and Rezoning of 

12311 Darnestown Road MD Route 28 
 
 
Dear Council Members, 
 
Many of us are so perplexed about the consideration of X‐7067‐2015, the Annexation and Rezoning of 
12311 Darnestown Road Route 28 or the Johnson Property.  We are urging all to step back from this 
flawed proposal and REJECT it for the following reasons. 
 
First, the annexation of this property, a peninsula which is barely beyond an enclave, has very little legal 
precedent and could be easily contested.  The case cited in the PHED report as precedent was for an 
actual physical peninsula, surrounded on three sides by water and adjoining the city on the fourth side.  
The Johnson property adjoins the city only along 5‐10% of its perimeter and is surrounded by county 
residents on the other ~95%.  These are vastly different situations and could easily go into a lengthy 
contestation. 

 

Secondly, The Johnsons claim to have reduced the number of housing units from 305 to 110.  In reality, 
Johnson’s original proposal had 180 residential units on the undeveloped parcel and 125 units on the 
current commercial parcel.  In the updated proposal, they have chosen to exclude the existing 
commercial parcel, therefore, including it in the discussion is misleading.  
 

It is crucial to note that this parcel is currently zoned R‐200, which permits 30 single‐family homes. Thus, 
they have gone from 600% of current zoning limits to 367%, which is still far in excess of what is 
acceptable.  Johnsons claim that their revised sketch plan is comparable to what could be done through 
the county which is a farce.  The Johnsons were told by the planning board last November that they 
cannot assume a Local Map Amendment would be approved.  They have not gone through that process, 
so with the current R‐200 zone, they cannot build townhouses.   
 

In addition, the 9‐acre parcel that is currently commercial is still a concern. If they obtain Gaithersburg 
annexation and rezoning, we have no reason to expect anything less than the 125 residential units in 
their original proposal.  A Johnson verbal promise of a "binding agreement" provides very little 
assurance, as this agreement could be nullified in the future.   
 
Fourth, the fuzzy math presented to permit the aggregation of housing was from all parcels onto a single 
parcel is slimy and borders legal contestation.   Allowing this would set a dangerous precedent.  Imagine 

Mcoupe
CMO - M&CC Distribution

rrobinson
PCA - Mayor and City Council Exhibit



a property owner with 5 parcels each zoned for 40 residences, deciding to aggregate all onto one parcel 
and apply the 150% allowance.  They could cite this property as their precedent.   
 

As noted by the county attorney on page 5 of the PHED report:  "The need to add words to the statute 
to address the interpretation makes that interpretation untenable."   It makes that interpretation 
nonsense.  If this weren’t so serious, it would be laughable. 
 
Fifth, the last June 23, 2016 Plan Meeting ignored the PHED Report and recommendations.  The Board 
seems to be enamored with the Johnson plan because it offered an acre of green space.  This whole 
property was once under consideration for turning into open green space and ball fields.  One acre is 
insufficient for anything but a pet relief area and is not large enough for one official ball or soccer field.   
 
Sixth, The Johnsons claim to have held numerous meetings to get input from neighbors. The reality is 
the Community voiced the same concerns repeatedly and they ignored all of our input.  Their proposal 
implies that we agree with their current plan. We do NOT! 
  
Seventh, our concerns are exacerbated by the City’s new Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance (APFO) of 
150% per school, particularly since this could permit overcrowding of schools that are outside city limits 
(e.g. Thurgood Marshall Elementary) due to development within the city limits. Overcrowded 
classrooms and all outdoor space covered in portable classrooms is not an acceptable situation.  This is 
particularly frustrating if decisions made by the City have a significant and detrimental effect on 
homeowners in the County. 
  
Lastly, Vehicular and pedestrian traffic is a major concern, and their proposals are grossly inadequate to 
address these issues.  This area is currently a traffic disaster, with three lanes of traffic merging into one 
on Rt. 28 directly in front of this property.  Their proposed plan contributes significantly to the problem 
without offering any realistic mitigation.  annexed into the City and developed will cause 
miscommunications and worse much more traffic problems.   
 
It’s time we start listening to the majority.  It’s time we start planning and implementing sound plans 
and stop accommodating individuals and/or small groups that do not have the majority’s best interests 
at heart.   
 
You are in a positon to help the majority who is no longer silent.  We need your help.  Please reject this 
annexation request. 
 
Sincerely, 
Steve and Lizabeth Lawrence 
30 plus year local residents 
Willow Ridge Subdivision 



From: Chris Thomas <cthomas@aocwins.com> 
Date: Tue, Sep 6, 2016 at 9:28 AM 
Subject: I support the redevelopment of the Johnson Property 
To: Mayor Jud Ashman <jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
 
 
Dear Mayor Ashman, 
 
As an area resident, I am supportive of the Johnson Family project and the annexation of the 
property into Gaithersburg. I have lived in the community for a number of years and have been 
following the project since they presented the original proposal late last year. 
 
Mr. Johnson has made significant changes to the original plan. I appreciate the efforts he has 
made to adjust this project to fit the surrounding community. The reduction in the total number 
of homes lowers the impact. I appreciate Mr. Johnson's efforts to listen to area residents and 
believe the revised project should go forward. 
 
Thank you for you consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Chris Thomas 
15809 White Rock Rd 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
cthomas@aocwins.com 
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From: Britta Monaco  
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2016 6:51 PM 
To: JMPiotrowski 
Cc: Doris Stokes; John Schlichting; Planning External Mailing 
Subject: RE: Opposition to the Johnson Property Plan 
 
Ms. Piotrowski, thank you for your e‐mail related to the proposed annexation of the Johnson Property. 
Your information will be entered into the record and will be shared with our elected officials for their 
consideration. 
 
Britta Monaco, Director 
Department of Community & Public Relations 
 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: JMPiotrowski [mailto:jmpiotrowski@comcast.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 06, 2016 6:37 PM 
To: CityHall External Mail 
Subject: Opposition to the Johnson Property Plan 
 
Mr. Mayor and Mr. Councilmen ‐ 
 
I am writing this letter to express my opposition to the Johnson Property.  Mr. Johnson has sent out 
emails requesting support for his development stating that it benefits the city with increased revenue 
and a small park of open space.  There are many more drawbacks of this development to the 
surrounding communities ‐ increased traffic on Rte 28, increased students in an already overpopulated 
school system, increased traffic to the shopping centers.  I live in the Kentlands community and travel 
home down Rte 28 West ‐ a congested road as you approach Quince Orchard Road that requires 
multiple light cycles to get through on weekday evenings. This development will increase the traffic  
tremendously.   Between this development and the Johns Hopkins property  
development, travel will be severely impacted. 
 
Thank you for your time ‐ 
Joanne Piotrowski 
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From: Matthew Hanson <matt@match-cap.com> 
Date: Fri, Sep 2, 2016 at 12:09 PM 
Subject: Support the Johnson Property Annexation 
To: Mayor Jud Ashman <jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
 
 
Dear Mayor Ashman, 
 
I support the revised plan to develop and annex the Johnson Family Property. There were a 
number of concerns with the initial project, but Russell Johnson has taken the effort to 
incorporate our concerns and comments into his new plan. 
 
As you know, there has been a reduction in the number units and commercial space. These 
changes combined with the increase in open space have alleviated many concerns. Because of 
the proposed changes to the plan, I am happy to support this project and annexation. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Matthew Hanson 
14930 Springfield Rd 
Germantown, MD 20874 
matt@match-cap.com 
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From: Michael Roberts <mymomcat@mac.com> 
Date: Wed, Sep 7, 2016 at 2:03 PM 
Subject: Support for the Johnson Annexation and Redevelopment 
To: Mayor Jud Ashman <jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
 
 
Dear Mayor Ashman, 
 
I and my wife live off Riffle Ford Rd in Darnestown and were are just about one mile from the 
property in question.  I support the Johnson Family's revised plan and the annexation of their 
property into the City of Gaithersburg. I wrote to the Planning Commission in support of their 
plan because I participated in a Darnestown Community Association meeting at which Mr. 
Johnson explained the history of this proposal as well as what he has done in the months since 
the proposal was first made.  While I understand a few of my neighbors are concerned about the 
impact this project will have on the community, I believe that Mr. Johnson has been responsive 
to the community's comments and adjusted the plan significantly. 
 
Of course, we are concerned about the traffic issues but the intersection of RiffleFord Road and 
Rt. 28 needs to be improved in any case.  The proposed development will have a positive impact 
on the surrounding area and the changes to the plan mitigate a majority of the initial concerns 
about the number of homes, traffic, and park space. Please approve the annexation of the 
property. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Michael Roberts 
16400 Montecrest Ln 
Darnestown, MD 208782164 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Roberts 
16400 Montecrest Ln 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
mymomcat@mac.com 
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