
From: Doris Stokes
To: Rob Robinson
Cc: Michelle Coupe
Subject: FW: I support the redevelopment of the Johnson Property
Date: Monday, October 17, 2016 4:41:29 PM

 
 
From: Jud Ashman - External 
Sent: Monday, October 17, 2016 9:42 AM
To: Doris Stokes
Subject: Fwd: I support the redevelopment of the Johnson Property
 
Hi Doris,
 
Please add to the record on the Johnson Property Annexation.
 
Thanks!
- Jud
 
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Alfredo Duque <fromlist2sold@hotmail.com>
Date: Mon, Oct 17, 2016 at 8:29 AM
Subject: I support the redevelopment of the Johnson Property
To: Mayor Jud Ashman <jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov>

Dear Mayor Ashman,

As an area resident, I am supportive of the Johnson Family project and the annexation of the
 property into Gaithersburg. I have lived in the community for a number of years and have
 been following the project since they presented the original proposal late last year.

Mr. Johnson has made significant changes to the original plan. I appreciate the efforts he has
 made to adjust this project to fit the surrounding community. The reduction in the total
 number of homes lowers the impact. I appreciate Mr. Johnson's efforts to listen to area
 residents and believe the revised project should go forward.

Thank you for you consideration.

Sincerely,

Alfredo Duque
14 Quince Mill Ct
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
fromlist2sold@hotmail.com

 
--
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Jud Ashman
Mayor, Gaithersburg, Maryland
Founder and Chair, Gaithersburg Book Festival
www.gaithersburgbookfestival.org
@judashman
 

http://www.gaithersburgbookfestival.org/


   

MEMORANDUM 

 

 

To:  Rob Robinson, 
Long Range Planning Manager 

From:  Sharon Disque, Business Services Coordinator 

CC:  Tom Lonergan 

Date:  10/13/2016 

Re:  Johnson Annexation X‐7067‐2015: Commercial Real Property Tax Value  

  Based upon current values of the four (4) commercial properties in the above 
proposed annexation, annual City revenue is estimated at $50,937. 
 
Using a most basic projection, which assumes no inflation or escalation in 
property value, a ten (10) year tax abatement of this revenue would equal 
$509,370. 
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From: Peter Poggi <peter.poggi@yahoo.com> 
Date: October 24, 2016 at 10:25:08 PM EDT 
To: "jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov" <jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Cc: "msesma@gaithersburgmd.gov" <msesma@gaithersburgmd.gov>, 
"nharris@gaithersburgmd.gov" <nharris@gaithersburgmd.gov>, "hmarraffa@starpower.net" 
<hmarraffa@starpower.net>, "rspiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov" <rspiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov>, 
"rwu@gaithersburgmd.gov" <rwu@gaithersburgmd.gov>, "MCP-Chair@mncppc-mc.org" 
<MCP-Chair@mncppc-mc.org>, Cynthia Poggi <cynthia_poggi@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Opposition to application X-70670-2015 
Reply-To: Peter Poggi <peter.poggi@yahoo.com> 

Peter and Cynthia Poggi 
12413 Triple Crown Road 
North Potomac, MD 20878 
 
Honorable Mayor Ashman, and members of the City Council.  
 
We are writing to express our strong opposition to the proposed annexation of the Johnson 
property by the City of Gaithersburg.   
 
We are and have been Montgomery County residents for almost forty years, the last 32 being 
within 1.5 miles of Mr. Johnson’s property.  We have looked on as this area has gradually 
changed from the once rural landscape into the very picture of suburban sprawl.  
 
We see this application for annexation for what it is: an attempt to end-run long-established 
planning and zoning processes that for so many years have defined us as a model, admired by 
other municipalities nationally.  
 
Attending two public meetings hosted by Russel Johnson at Quince Orchard High School, we 
expressed our own dissatisfaction, and witnessed widespread vocal dissatisfaction by scores of 
other residents, especially with the Johnson team’s most recent proposal. We heard not a single 
positive comment from the audience in favor of annexation at either of the two meetings we 
attended.  
 
We ask that you consider the following in your decision:  

 The Johnson team’s affirmations that the long-term development plans are “off the table” 
for now bordered on insulting to the intelligence of everyone in the room.  Repeatedly 
asked “for how long”, the public receives no response other than coy smiles and smirks 
from the Johnson team, as if to confirm that this is a temporary change, intended solely to 
obtain approval of their application.  This concern is reaffirmed during the hearing, as the 
gentleman in response to Councilmember Spiegel’s question as to how binding the 
restrictions are stated “we are not inclined to look at that at this point”.  

 Neither are we consoled by affirmations by the City Council that any future development 
of the property will still require additional approvals and public input, when of course 
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such proposals will then be considered against a completely different and higher density 
standard than had annexation been denied.  

 The current single family homes surrounding the Johnson property are on a minimum of 
quarter acre lots.  Likening these to the proposed high density single family units that will 
abut them is preposterous.  

 It already requires several personnel to handle the masses of pedestrian and vehicle traffic 
at the start and end of the school day, and hordes of young adults crossing streets en-mass 
at lunch time both frequently against the traffic signals.   The additional traffic generated 
by a project of the proposed size will bring is untenable at best.  

 We do not believe that trip generation and traffic data provided by the Johnson team 
should be relied upon as accurate. Such analysis should be performed and generated by 
the City and Council – and NOT by the petitioner.  

 
Please demonstrate that you do NOT place potential tax revenue and the financial interests of the 
Johnson family above the safety of our citizens and our quality of life!  We urge you to NOT 
APPROVE annexation of the Johnson property.   

 

Sincerely, 
Peter and Cynthia Poggi 
 



From: Halima Karzai <halima.karzai@gmail.com> 
Date: Wed, Oct 26, 2016 at 10:10 AM 
Subject: Annexation 
To: jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov 

Honorable Mayor Ashman, 
 
I am writing today regarding  the Johnson Property Annexation.  I am a two year resident of 
North Potomac (Quince Haven Estates), and appreciate the development projects the city has 
taken on in the past few years, my concerns with the Johnson property proposed plans are: 
 
1.) We are not in favor of any developments that may increase students to our already 
overcrowded TMES and the QO Cluster. 
2.) We understand that the annexation is in process to City of Gaithersburg but we would like the 
binding elements passed on from Montgomery County to be firm and followed through with 
once the annexation takes place. A.) Restriction on number of approved units built on Parcel E. 
B.) Park space included in Parcel E residential area. C.) Designated Parking for Park Space for 
visitors. D.) Maximum Height Restrictions on Residential and Commercial in all parcels. E.) 
Maximum of 100,000sq/ft of commercial space... now and in the future. minimum 20 years and 
beyond) 
3.) Traffic density and vehicle/pedestrian safety where Darnestown Road merges to 1 lane on the 
northbound side. 
4.) Increased traffic relative to safety for QOHS students who are directly across the street from 
the Johnson Property and pickup and dropoff on all sides of the intersection of Route 28 and 
Route 124. 
5.) Kentland's style neighborhood to be built that does not reflect the density or look of the 
surrounding neighborhoods. 
6.) Enclave that will be created by the annexation where the Johnson Property will be surrounded 
on 3 sides by Montgomery County jurisdiction and residents. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. I understand that development must take place within our 
County but with the issues surrounding this particular area of development, we would like to 
keep the density of residential and commercial to match the surrounding area adjacent to the 
Johnson Property. (Majority Single family homes and single level commercial structures.)  If the 
annexation is not approved by City of Gaithersburg, I would like to see sports fields built -- 
which are sorely needed in the Darnestown area, or the original zoning of 30-32 single family 
units are acceptable as well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Halima Karzai (15801 Glacier Ct. 
N. Potomac, MD 20878) 
Thurgood Marshall ES 
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From: Ji Luo <jiluo001@gmail.com> 
Date: Wed, Oct 26, 2016 at 12:08 AM 
Subject: Concerns regarding the Johnson property annexation and development plan 
To: jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov 
Cc: Lei Ding <Karen.ding77@gmail.com> 

Dear Honorable Mayor Ashman, 
 
I am writing today regarding  the Johnson Property Annexation and the proposed 
development plans.  My family are residents of North Potomac, Montgomery County. 
We live on Pissaro Terrace, very close to Quince Orchard High School. 
 
I appreciate the development projects the City of Gaitherburg has taken on in the past 
few years and I support sustainable and balanced development of City land. However, 
the current proposed plan for the Johnson Property after its annexation to the City of 
Gaitherburg causes serious concerns to my family and we strongly believe the current 
plan, if going forward, will significantly and adversely impact the community and schools 
adjacent to the Johnson Property. 
 
Our specific concerns with the Johnson property's current proposed plans are: 
 
1.) We are strongly opposing any developments that may increase students load to our already 
overcrowded TMES and the QO Cluster. This is a well known problem and we strongly prefer the City not 
to make this problem worse. 
 
2.) We understand that the annexation to the City of Gaithersburg is in progress, we petition you 
that the following binding elements to be passed on from Montgomery County to the 
City of Gaithersburg if the annexation goes through. A) A firm restriction on the number 
of approved units built on Parcel E, preferably all single family houses. B) A park and 
recreation space to be included in Parcel E's residential area. C) A designated Parking 
area for the park space. D) A firm maximum height restrictions on residential and 
commercial building in all parcels that conforms to single story buildings (similar to 
the existing single family houses and commercial properties in the surrounding 
neighborhood).  E) A maximum allowance of 100,000sq/ft of commercial space. 
 
3.) Traffic density and vehicle/pedestrian safety where Darnestown Road merges to 1 
lane on the northbound side must be taken into consideration since it is already very 
congested during school hours and rush hours. 
4.) Increased traffic relative to safety for QOHS students who are directly across the street from the 
Johnson Property and pickup and dropoff on all sides of the intersection of Route 28 and Route 124. 
 
5.) The current plan for residential properties does not reflect the density or look of the surrounding 
neighborhoods, and will adversely affect property price of existing homes in the surrounding area. 
 
6.) Please take into consideration that the enclave that will be created by this annexation means the the 
Johnson Property will be surrounded on 3 sides by Montgomery County jurisdiction and residents. Thus 
we strongly hope that any development to be strictly conforming to existing style of these surrounding 
areas. 
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Thank you for your consideration. I understand that development must take place within 
our County but with the issues concerning this particular area of development, we would 
strongly prefer to keep the density of residential and commercial properties in the 
Johnson Property to conform to the current level in the surrounding area, which are 
majority Single family homes and single level commercial structures.  If the annexation 
is approved by City of Gaithersburg, I would prefer to see sports fields built -- which are 
sorely needed in the Darnestown area, or the original zoning of 30-32 single family units 
are acceptable as well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ji Luo and the Luo family 
 
15700 Pissaro Terrace, North Potomac, MD 20878 
 


