
From: Tricia BZ [mailto:bigzipmarine@aol.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2016 1:01 PM 
To: Ryan Spiegel 
Cc: Doris Stokes 
Subject: Re: DO NOT SUPPORT the Johnson Property Development plan 
 
Thank you for your response. I appreciate the acknowledgment and assurance my comments will be 
considered.  
 
Sent from my iPad 
 
> On Oct 28, 2016, at 8:41 AM, Ryan Spiegel <RSpiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov> wrote: 
>  
> Thank you for your message.  I have forwarded it to our staff so it can be included in our 
correspondence record, and I will carefully consider your thoughts. 
>  
> Best, 
>  
>  
> Ryan Spiegel 
>  
> Council Member 
>  
> City of Gaithersburg 
>  
> www.GaithersburgMd.gov 
>  
> Twitter: @GburgMD, @GrowGburg, @RySpiegel 
>  
> President, Md Municipal League ‐ MoCo Chapter 
>  
> ________________________________________ 
> From: Tricia BZ [bigzipmarine@aol.com] 
> Sent: Friday, October 28, 2016 7:19 AM 
> To: Jud Ashman; Michael Sesma; Neil Harris; Henry Marraffa ‐ External; Ryan Spiegel; Robert Wu 
> Subject: DO NOT SUPPORT the Johnson Property Development plan 
>  
> Honorable Mayor Ashman and Council Members, 
>  
> I am writing today regarding  the Johnson Property Annexation and Development Plan.  I am a resident 
of Willow Ridge for the past 9 years with my husband and 11 year old son. I am writing about the 
Johnson’s property proposed plans and am concerned about how the new plan for more than 100 
housing units will negatively impact the schools, safety, traffic and quality of life in this area. 
>  
> *Impact on traffic ‐ I work in DC and already have a very long commute. I have seen a dramatic 
increase in the traffic between Muddy Branch and Riffleford over the past few years. Exiting our 
neighborhood in the morning is dangerous and frustrating already. Returning in the evening requires 
waiting through multiple lights nearby and long lines at the entrance to the neighborhood. How will all 
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the cars get in and out of the new development?  With the crowding on the main roads there are safety 
concerns for the kids around the high school as well as an increase in cars cutting through our 
neighborhood at higher speeds. 
>  
> *Impact on the schools ‐ Our schools, those that would serve the new neighborhood, are already 
exceeding capacity per Montgomery County standards and the math used to argue the proposed 
housing plan was within guidelines was fuzzy at best. It serves no one if our children and schools suffer 
as a result of one family/company's greed to squeeze additional development out of this small parcel of 
land. 
>  
> *Deviation from zoning from 30 single family homes to more than 100 housing units (see above). The 
Johnson's have consistently ignored the interests of the community in favor of their own. The plan for 
four story townhomes completely changes the character of this neighborhood and will tower over the 
existing homes that surround the property. 
>  
> *Lack of green space or park land ‐ All along Darnestown Road we are seeing development that adds 
to the population, traffic, crowding and the removal of the limited remaining green space we have. 
>  
> I chose to live in this community when I relocated to Maryland with my family back in 2008 despite the 
longer commute. I chose to do so because of the feel of the neighborhood and surrounding community, 
because of the beauty around us, because of the excellent schools and services. This planned 
development threatens all of those things. 
>  
> Thank you for your consideration. 
>  
> Sincerely, 
> Tricia Barrett, concerned parent 
> 12644 Carrington Hill Drive 
 



From: Jessica Berrellez <jessica.berrellez@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Oct 28, 2016 at 12:55 PM 
Subject: Johnson Property Annexation 
To: jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov, msesma@gaithersburgmd.gov, rwu@gaithersburgmd.gov, 
nharris@gaithersburgmd.gov, hmarraffa@starpower.net, rspiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov 
Cc: Aldo Berrellez <adberrellez@yahoo.com> 
 

Honorable Mayor Ashman and Council Members, 
 
We are writing today regarding the Johnson Property Annexation. We are 4 year residents of 
North Potomac, Montgomery County and parents of a Jones Lane Elementary School student. 
We are writing about the Johnson’s property proposed plans and am concerned about the..... 
 
*Impact on traffic - how will all the cars get in and out of the development? During rush hour, 
school hours, etc. 
*Impact on the schools, already exceeding capacity per Montgomery County standards 
*Deviation from zoning from 30 single family homes to more than 100 housing units.  
*Concern regarding parking for the development, will they end up parking in the neighborhoods? 
Commercial parking lots? 
*Lack of green space or park land 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jessica and Aldo Berrellez 
14636 Keeneland Circle 
North Potomac, MD 20878 
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From: Dave <rockpic@comcast.net> 
Date: Fri, Oct 28, 2016 at 12:34 PM 
Subject: Johnson Property Annexation 
To: jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov 
 

Honorable Mayor Ashman, 
 
I am writing today regarding  the Johnson Property Annexation.  I am a 31-year resident of North 
Potomac, Montgomery County   I am concerned about several items regarding this poorly conceived 
annexation. 
 
First, how do you and the Gaithersburg city council plan to handle the already heavy rush hour traffic on 
Darnestown Road?  The impact of such a dense housing development is certain to have a very adverse impact 
on our community. 
 
Second, the impact on the neighboring schools is certain to have an adverse impact on our teachers and 
students.  It’s been demonstrated by numerous studies that school overcrowding has an adverse impact on the 
quality of education. 
 
Third, and this relates to my two concerns above, the deviation from 30 single family homes, which would have 
a lower adverse impact, to more than 100 housing units, is definitely not in the best interests of North 
Potomac.  As far as I can tell, North Potomac has not had any input to this imposition that can only be a benefit 
to a select few. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Regards, 
 
David F. Fenster 
12325 Triple Crown Road 
Not Potomac, MD 20878 
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From: Debora Brakarz <baratatonta@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Oct 28, 2016 at 12:37 PM 
Subject: Concerns about Johnson Property Annexation 
To: jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov, msesma@gaithersburgmd.gov, 
nharris@gaithersburgmd.gov, rspiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov, rwu@gaithersburgmd.gov 
Cc: Yonat Lurie <yonat.lurie@gmail.com> 
 
 
 
Honorable Mayor Ashman, 
 
I am writing today with concerns regarding the Johnson Property Annexation plan. I am a 4-year 
resident of the DuFief community in North Potomac and Wootton HS Cluster Coordinator for 
the DuFief Elementary School PTA. 
 
I am concerned especially with the impact that the increase in households proposed by the plan 
will have on the local schools, which are already currently exceeding capacity per Montgomery 
County standards in the Quince Orchard HS cluster, and are at capacity in the Wootton HS 
cluster. As you know, DuFief ES is slated to be renovated into a 740-pupil capacity school in 
order to accommodate the alarmingly overcrowded conditions at Rachel Carson ES, and is 
currently estimated to begin receiving the excess RCES pupils in 2021. However, this is not a 
long-term solution to the QOHS cluster's overcrowding problems, and an increase in the number 
of pupils in that cluster will obviously only exacerbate the problem. 
 
The proposed plan will also have a huge negative impact on traffic both along Darnestown and 
Quince Orchard Rds. - which as you know are already hugely congested during rush and school 
hours - and within the DuFief community, with the increase in size of DuFief ES to 
accommodate the RCES overflow. 
 
In addition, one of the biggest draws for current homeowners to this area was the amount of 
green space and parkland - the proposed plan will negatively affect this source of property value 
as well and cause and exodus of homeowners that moved here in search of green space. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of a vastly reduced number of housing units and commercial 
space in the Johnson property annexation plan. 
Sincerely, 
 
Debora Brakarz 
Cluster Coordinator, DuFief Elementary School PTA 
North Potomac, MD 
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From: Naomi Yount [mailto:NaomiYount@Westat.com]  
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2016 1:30 PM 
To: Ryan Spiegel 
Cc: Doris Stokes 
Subject: RE: Development of Johnson Property 
 
Thank you.  I noted that my last sentence was missing the word “little” 
 
Overall, it seems the plan the Johnson family has put forward is thinking of the maximum density with 
little thought on the quality of the life for the residents or the surrounding areas.   
 
 
Thanks 
Naomi 
 
From: Ryan Spiegel [mailto:RSpiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov]  
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2016 8:42 AM 
To: Naomi Yount 
Cc: Doris Stokes 
Subject: RE: Development of Johnson Property 
 
Thank you for your message.  I have forwarded it to our staff so it can be included in our correspondence 
record, and I will carefully consider your thoughts.  
 
Best, 
 
 
Ryan Spiegel 
Council Member 
City of Gaithersburg 
www.GaithersburgMd.gov 
Twitter: @GburgMD, @GrowGburg, @RySpiegel 
President, Md Municipal League - MoCo Chapter 

 
From: Naomi Yount [NaomiYount@Westat.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 28, 2016 6:32 AM 
To: Jjashman@gaithersburgmd.gov; Michael Sesma; Neil Harris; Henry Marraffa - External; Ryan Spiegel; 
Robert Wu 
Cc: Susan Fitzpatrick 
Subject: Development of Johnson Property 

Honorable Mayor Ashman, 
 
I am writing today regarding  the Johnson Property Annexation.  I am a 43 year resident of Montgomery 

County and currently live about 1 mile from the Johnson property. I am writing about the Johnson’s 
property proposed plans and am concerned about the the following things: 

 The impact on the traffic in the area.  They are proposing over 100 units and already that 
area is impossible to navigate at rush hour.  It can take me 20 minutes to get through the 
intersection of 28 and Quince Orchard.  By adding all those additional cars, it will be 
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impossible.  And accidents will happen. Further, with the school being across the street, 
there will be more of an issue with pedestrian safety/kid safety. 

 The impact on the schools in our area.  They are already exceeding capacity per 
Montgomery County standards and these additional units (in addition to other development 
already in the works in the area which cannot be ignored) will mean serious over capacity 
and a degradation of the eduction of our future generation. 

 I am very and most concerned about the fuzzy math that is being used to justify 
development on this small lot to exceed the current zoning of R-200.  I understand their 
need to want money for the property.  I get that but over 100 housing units is too 
much.  Maybe allow 50 instead of the 30 currently allocated?  Or at most 60?  I am trying to 
compromise here but more than 60 would really be an issue for us. 

 Lack of park land for the development.  Where will the kids play? There will be virtually no 
lawns and no green space.  They can't count the buffer zone.   

 Lack of parking.  With that many units, where will visitors park?  Will they park at the 
Safeway?  In the neighborhoods?   

 
Overall, it seems the plan the Johnson family has put forward is thinking of the maximum density with 
thought on the quality of the life for the residents or the surrounding areas.  Please take these concerns 
into considerations.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Naomi Yount 
North Potomac Citizens Association and long time Montgomery County resident 
 


