
From: David Lee <david.soho.lee@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Oct 28, 2016 at 4:34 PM 
Subject: Johnson Property Annexation concerns 
To: jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov 

Honorable Mayor Ashman, 
 
My name is David Lee and I am a 6 year resident in Gaithersburg, and a previous 6 year resident 
to City of Gaithersburg.  I am also a product of Montgomery County, growing up in Silver 
Spring, MD.  I am also the current PTA President for Thurgood Marshall Elementary School in 
Gaithersburg, MD serving my third year as President at TMES.  My older 2 of 3 children 
currently attend Thurgood Marshall ES. 
 
I am writing to you regarding my concerns for the Johnson Property annexation that is currently 
about to take place in City of Gaithersburg.  I have been closely involved with many steps in the 
process on the County side of the annexation, starting with initial presentations by the Johnson 
team to build over 300 units on their parcels, and then to the revised smaller total units but high 
density of units on Parcel E.  I attended the meeting with community leaders and Councilmember 
Katz, and was involved with the discussions to add dedicated parking spaces to the park space 
that will be built on Parcel E. 
 
As PTA President for Thurgood Marshall ES, we have discussed the Johnson Property numerous 
times with our membership in PTA General meetings over the past 2 years and have firmly 
agreed and stated that:  
 
1.) We are not in favor of any developments that may increase students to our already overcrowded 
TMES and the QO Cluster. 
2.) We understand that the annexation is in process to City of Gaithersburg but we would like the binding 
elements passed on from Montgomery County to be firm and followed through with once the annexation 
takes place. A.) Restriction on number of approved units built on Parcel E. B.) Park space included in 
Parcel E residential area. C.) Designated Parking for Park Space for visitors. D.) Maximum Height 
Restrictions on Residential and Commercial in all parcels. E.) Maximum of 100,000sq/ft of commercial 
space... now and in the future. minimum 20 years and beyond) 
3.) Traffic density and vehicle/pedestrian safety where Darnestown Road merges to 1 lane on the 
northbound side. 
4.) Increased traffic relative to safety for QOHS students who are directly across the street from the 
Johnson Property and pickup and dropoff on all sides of the intersection of Route 28 and Route 124. 
5.) Kentland's style neighborhood to be built that does not reflect the density or look of the surrounding 
neighborhoods. 
6.) Enclave that will be created by the annexation where the Johnson Property will be surrounded on 3 
sides by Montgomery County jurisdiction and residents. 
 
I would like to re-state that with many schools in the Gaithersburg area and greater Montgomery 
County under extreme pressure with increased student enrollment, I am NOT in favor of this new 
development.  However, given the current impending status of annexation into City of 
Gaithersburg, it is of the utmost importance that we are able to restrict the expansion of 
development for the Johnson property in the future... especially the commercial area that is 
currently restricted to 100,000 sq/ft with no current residential component.  Once again, I would 
respectfully request that City of Gaithersburg retrict the commercial development on Parcels 

rrobinson
PCA - Mayor and City Council Exhibit



B,C, and D to 100,000 square feet now and forever more with no further residential 
component.  This would help to preserve and reflect the density of residential and commercial to 
match the surrounding area adjacent to the Johnson Property. (Majority Single family homes and 
single level commercial structures.)  If the annexation is not approved by City of Gaithersburg, I 
would like to see sports fields built -- which are sorely needed in the Darnestown area, or the 
original zoning of 30-32 single family units are acceptable as well. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
David Lee 
TMES PTA President 
6 Bayswater Ct. Gaithersburg, MD 
 
 
--  
David Lee 
703-623-1721 
 



From: Amitab Mukerjee <amitab@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, Oct 28, 2016 at 2:43 PM 
Subject: RE: Johnson Property Annexation 
To: jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov 
Cc: msesma@gaithersburgmd.gov, nharris@gaithersburgmd.gov, 
rspiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov, rwu@gaithersburgmd.gov 
 

Honorable Mayor Ashman, 
 
I am a 3 year resident of North Potomac, having moved here from New Jersey to work 
for the federal government. I chose North Potomac because it harbors a level of 
development and population density that I find to be enjoyable. I write to you today to 
express my concern about how the proposed plans for the Johnson property will impact 
this beautiful area. 
 
Having been raised in central New Jersey - an area that "enjoyed" one of the greatest 
development efforts in the North East in the 90's and early 00's due to its proximity to 
New York and favorable commuting infrastructure - I was witness to continual 
development much of my life. Although well-intentioned, the significant development 
that occurred there ultimately ruined the once beautiful towns that had attracted so 
many. 
 
The proposed plan to annex the Johnson Property and create more than 100 housing 
units in such a confined area has all the markings of the same well-intentioned, but 
misguided, efforts to unsustainably grow an area that I saw in the countless New Jersey 
development projects along New Jersey's "North-East Corridor". Such development will 
have an enormous impact on (i) traffic and congestion, given the relatively lean roadway 
infrastructure currently in place, (ii) our schools, given the existing overcrowding 
problem, and, perhaps, most importantly, (iii) the harmonious balance between 
development and nature that North Potomac currently enjoys. 
 
I strongly urge you to make use of the annexed land with the above considerations in 
mind and want to note that I oppose what I believe to be unnecessary development for 
development's sake. Community growth can be a good thing, but only when done 
carefully, so as to preserve the atmosphere and character of the community. The North 
East Corridor I grew up in wasn't ruined as a result of development itself, but because 
those behind such efforts acted without deliberation and forethought as to what the end 
result would actually be. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Amitab Mukerjee 
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From: <hellodee@comcast.net> 
Date: Fri, Oct 28, 2016 at 4:48 PM 
Subject: Johnson Property 
To: "jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov" <jashman@gaithersburgmd.gov>, 
"msesma@gaithersburgmd.gov" <msesma@gaithersburgmd.gov>, "rwu@gaithersburgmd.gov" 
<rwu@gaithersburgmd.gov>, "nharris@gaithersburgmd.gov" <nharris@gaithersburgmd.gov>, 
"rspiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov" <rspiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov> 

Honorable Mayor, Council Vice President and Council Members,  

  

I am writing today regarding the Johnson Property Annexation. I am a 12 year resident 
of Gaithersburg in Montgomery County. I am writing about the Johnson’s property 
proposed plans and am concerned about the..... 
 
*Impact on traffic - how will all the cars get in and out of the development? During rush 
hour, school hours 
*Impact on the schools, already exceeding capacity per Montgomery County standards 
*Deviation from zoning from 30 single family homes to more than 100 housing units.  
*Concern regarding parking for the development, will they end up parking in the 
neighborhoods? Commercial parking lots? 
*Lack of green space or park land 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 

Heidi Weiner 

12628 Falconbridge Drive 

Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
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