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Meeting Date: 11/16/2015 Type: Public Hearing 

  

 
Call to Podium: 
Trudy Schwarz 
 
 
Agenda Item Title: 
Annexation Petition X-7089-2015 of Approximately 8.28 Acres of Land, for the Properties Known 
as the Potomac Valley Shopping Center and Adjacent Road Rights-of-Way, Located Adjacent to 
the Present Corporate Limits at the Southeast Quadrant of Quince Orchard Road (MD Route 124) 
and Darnestown Road (MD Route 28), Gaithersburg, Maryland 
 
 
Responsible Staff and Department: 
Trudy Schwarz, Community Planning Manager 
Greg Mann, Planner II 
Martin Matsen, Planning Chief 
John Schlichting, Dir., Planning & Code Administration 
 
 
Desired Outcome from Council: 
Conduct Public Hearing.  Staff recommends that the record be held open for 30 days until 5 P.M. 
on Wednesday, December 16, 2015, with anticipated policy discussion on Monday, January 4, 
2016. 
 

Public Hearing History 
Introduction Date: 9/8/2015 
Advertisement Date : 10/8/2015 
 10/15/2015 
   
   
Public Hearing Date: 11/16/2015 
Record Held Open Date: 12/16/2015 
Policy Discussion Date: 1/4/2016 
Anticipated Adoption Date:   
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Supporting Background Information: 
 
An annexation petition has been filed by Miles & Stockbridge, PC, on behalf of Darnestown Valley-
WHM LP and Darnestown Valley Petroleum WHM, LLC owner of the Potomac Valley Shopping 
Center, located south of Darnestown Road and adjacent to the City’s corporate limits.  It should be 
noted, the Potomac Valley Shopping Center north of Darnestown Road is located within the City’s 
municipal boundary.  The area proposed for annexation is located at the southeast quadrant of the 
interstation of Darnestown Road (Maryland Route 28) and Quince Orchard Road (Maryland Route 
124.)  The addresses for the properties include: 122110, 12114, 12116, 12118, 12120, 12126, 12130, 
12132, 12136, 12140, 12146, 12150, 12154, 12158, 12162, 12166, and 12168 Darnestown Road.  
The Applicant’s petition (Exhibit 2 with Attachments 2-A through 2-S) requests that the City annex 
approximately 8.28 acres of land from Montgomery County into the City.  The area of annexation 
includes Potomac Valley Shopping Center, which consists of Parcel C and parts of Parcel D and F, 
totaling 4.6734 acres of land.   The petition also includes 2.3209 acres of right-of-way for Darnestown 
Road (Maryland Route 28) and 1.2934 acres of right-of-way for Quince Orchard Road (Maryland 
Route 124.) 
 
In addition to the annexation request, the petition also proposes rezoning the subject property from 
the Montgomery County Neighborhood Retail (NR) Zone to the City’s Mixed Use Development (MXD) 
Zone. This is in conformance with the Land Use Element of the 2009 Master Plan of the City of 
Gaithersburg, which recommends that The Potomac Valley Shopping Center properties have a land 
use designation of Commercial-Office and be zoned MXD.  The properties are located within the 
City’s Maximum Expansion Limits as identified within the Municipal Growth Element of the 2003 
Master Plan.  The application includes a Sketch Plan (Exhibit 2-R), an MXD Justification Statement 
(Exhibit 2-Q) and an Annexation Plan (Exhibit 3) for providing services for the properties. 
 
Mayor Ashman has verified that the petition meets State requirements for the application to move 
forward.  The verification includes a letter from the Montgomery County Board of Elections and two 
memorandums from City Attorney Board (Exhibit 5). 
 
The annexation petition resolution (Exhibit 7) was introduced by the Mayor and City Council on 
September 8, 2015 (Exhibit 23).  The Planning Commission reviewed the request, which included a 
staff analysis (Exhibit 13), at their October 7, 2015, meeting.  On October 21, 2015, the Planning 
Commission recommended approval of the annexation petition and zoning the properties in the MXD 
(Mixed Use Development) Zone (Exhibit 31). 
 
The Montgomery County Planning Board of the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission (MNCPPC) are scheduled to review this annexation request at their November 12, 2015 
meeting.  Staff will convey their recommendation at the public hearing.  Staff will also have the 
County Council tentative schedule to review this matter at the time of the hearing. 
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This application has a City Project Page at  
http://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/government/city-projects/potomac-valley-shopping-center-annexation 
 
The Annexation petitioners are represented by Ms. Casey Cirner of Miles & Stockbridge, PC and 
William (Bill) Magruder. 
 
 
Attachments: 
Location Map 
Planning Commission Recommendation (Ex. 31) 
Staff Analysis and Annexation Plan – Revised (Ex. 27) 
Index of Memoranda and Exhibits 
 
 



From: Trudy Schwarz
To: "wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com"
Cc: Councilmember.Katz@montgomerycountymd.gov; "COUNCILMEMBER.RICE@MONTGOMERYCOUNTYMD.GOV"
Subject: Questions about the Magruder property annexation X-7089-2015
Date: Thursday, November 12, 2015 12:07:00 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning Ms. Rapp:
Rob Robinson forwarded your questions below concerning the Magruder property annexation (X-7089-2015).
 
ADDING A RESIDENTIAL COMPONENT:  If someone decides that a Residential component should be added to sketch
 plan of the property, the City Code requires that  the Mayor and City Council and Planning Commission conduct a
 joint public hearing.  These types of hearing require that the property be posted with signs and notices of public
 hearing be sent to properties within 200 feet of the Magruder property.  In order to speak at the hearing, a person
 just needs to attend the meeting and raise their hand to speak and come to the microphone when called upon by the
 Mayor.  Currently, the City does not require signing up to speak at a public hearing.  Although from time to time, the
 City does have a sign-up sheet available the night of the hearing. This helps the Mayor keep the meeting orderly. Each
 speaker is required to state their name (and spell their name) and address for the record.  Generally, there is a 3
 minute time slot allowed.
 
WRITTEN COMMENTS:  As you can imagine, the packages for the public hearing on November 16, 2015 have already
 been prepared and sent out.  It should be posted on the City’s Mayor and Council agenda page by late this
 afternoon.  The staff has recommended that the Mayor and Council hold their record open until 5 pm on Wednesday,
 December 16, 2015.   So the deadline for submitting written comments is 5 pm on Wednesday, December 16, 2015.
 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY: As mentioned above, public testimony is welcome at the public hearing on November 16th. In
 order to speak at the hearing, a person just needs to attend the meeting and raise their hand to speak and come to
 the microphone when called upon by the Mayor.  Currently, the City does not require signing up to speak at a public
 hearing.  Although from time to time, the City does have a sign-up sheet available the night of the hearing. Each
 speaker is required to state their name (and spell their name) and address for the record.  Generally, there is a 3
 minute time slot allowed.
 
I hope that these answers assist you in understanding the public process in the City of Gaithersburg.  Would be so kind
 as to forward this to Munish Mehra and Lindsay Hoffman, their email addresses did not come through in the
 forwarded email.
 
Sincerely,
Trudy
 

Trudy M. W. Schwarz, CFM| Community Planning Manager
Planning & Code Administration
City of Gaithersburg | 31 S Summit Avenue | Gaithersburg, MD 20877
P (301) 258.6330 ext. 2119 | F (301) 258.6336

                   www.gaithersburgmd.gov
 
inGaithersburg delivers the latest City news every week.  Subscribe online today.
 
The opinions expressed in this message are not necessarily those of the City of Gaithersburg Staff, Mayor or Council
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
From: Katie Rapp [mailto:wookyluvr2002@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 11, 2015 8:02 PM
To: Rob Robinson
Cc: COUNCILMEMBER.KATZ@MONTGOMERYCOUNTYMD.GOV; COUNCILMEMBER.RICE@MONTGOMERYCOUNTYMD.GOV;
 Munish Mehra; Lindsay Hoffman

 

Mayor and City Council 

 X-7089-2015
Ex. 37



Subject: Re: Questions re Johnson property
 
Hi Rob,
 
Please respond to my question #5 below regarding the gateway concept. I would like to understand what is
 meant by that and how it applies to the properties on all the corners of the 28/QO intersection surrounding
 Quince Orchard High School as indicated in the Gburg Master Plan.
 
Switching gears, I have a question about the Magruder property annexation (X-7089-2015).
 
Although there is currently no residential component requested by the Magruders for that property, once it
 is annexed and rezoned MXD can they or someone who purchases the property from them add a
 residential component? What is the process for that, notifications, hearings, etc?
 
I see there is a hearing about the Magruder property on Monday, 11/16. Is there a deadline for submitting
 written comments? What is the process for residents who wish to speak at that hearing?
 
Thanks,
 
Katie Rapp
 
 



 

Mayor and City Council 

 X-7089-2015
Ex. 38











From: Gregory Mann
To: Trudy Schwarz
Subject: RE: Annexation Sign Posting Photos
Date: Monday, November 16, 2015 12:23:05 PM

Trudy,
 
The signs for the Mayor and City Council Public Hearing were posted on October 27, 2015.  Below is
 a link to the photos.
 
S:\Plancode\_Planning Applications\Annexations\X-7089-2015 Potomac Valley Shopping
 Center\Notification Signs\Public Hearing
 
 
Regards,

 
Gregory P. Mann
Planner
 
City of Gaithersburg
Planning and Code Administration
31 South Summit Avenue
Gaithersburg, MD
T: 301.258.6330 X2269
F: 301.258.6336
gmann@gaithersburgmd.gov
www.gaithersburgmd.gov
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X-7089-2015 Notice of Public Hearing Signs Posted 10-27-205 
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