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From: Ann Stanley
To: Trudy Schwarz
Subject: SDP-3878-2013 Washingtonian North Schematic Development Plan
Date: Wednesday, March 05, 2014 4:59:09 PM

RE: SDP-3878-2013 Washingtonian North Schematic Development Plan
 
 
Dear Ms. Schwartz;
 
I am writing on behalf the Baltimore/Washington Brick Distributors Council and in reference 
to the schematic Development Plan for Washingtonian Center North presented at the joint 
City Council /Planning Commission Public Hearing on February 3, 2014. 
 
Brick is recognized as an attractive, sustainable and durable building material that is low 
maintenance and cost-effective over the life of a building.  For this reason, many 
communities across the country specify the use of brick in their design standards for multi-
family housing.  The intent of these standards is to reduce future maintenance cost shared 
by residents long after the developer is out of the picture.
 
In reference to the multi family dwelling units shown in the schematic plans, BIA 
encourages the city to specify all brick or a higher percentage of brick be used for all 
exterior walls in the final site plan recommendations.  The current schematics show the 
ratio of brick at approximately 35% and as low as 25% for some elevations.
 
I would be happy to provide you with examples of multi-family design standards used by 
other communities.   I look forward to working with you and hope the Brick Industry 
Association can be a resource in the development of design standards that will support the 
high quality development for which Gaithersburg is know. 
 
Respectfully Yours,

Ann Stanley, aicp
annstanley.planning@gmail.com
301-346-9116
Washington, DC  
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From: Trudy Schwarz
To: "Leck, Gregory"; Ollie Mumpower
Cc: Amy Quant, P.E.; scw@linowes-law.com; Panjshiri, Atiq; Johnston, Bruce; Bossi, Andrew; Sanayi, Dan;

Mangum, Bruce; Lea, Monet; Haynes, William
Subject: RE: SDP-3878-2013, Washingtonian North - MCDOT plan review comments
Date: Monday, March 10, 2014 6:25:00 PM

Greg,
Thanks for your letter of March 5, 2014.  I did want to clarify information in regards to a few of the
items mentioned in the Letter.
 
#1 – The current right of way of Sam Eig Highway at this location and at the interchanges meets or
exceeds the recommended right of way of 250 feet from the Great Seneca Science Center master
plan.
 
The plan has been modified to have a single right turn lane into the property.  Additionally, there will
still be a left-turn and through lane.  The City’s Department of Public Works would like to be
included in the inter-agency coordination efforts of Sam Eig Highway as it relates to properties in
the City jurisdiction and roadways that are maintained by the City (Washingtonian Boulevard).
 
#4 – As you may recall, this property has a current Schematic Development Plan (i.e., Preliminary
Subdivision/Site Plan) approval for 850,000 square feet of office space.  The traffic count and its
impact for that size development has always been included in traffic studies since its approval in
2001. This has been done for Traffic Studies for surrounding development (in both the County & the
City) including the development of the Crown properties.  Also, remember that this property is part
of the Washingtonian/Fields Road Club which limits the amount of road improvements. 
 
Since the proposed plans did not increase the amount of traffic from the site from the previously
approved plan, in accordance with the City’s Traffic Impact Study Standards and our Adequate
Public Facilities ordinance, a full Traffic Impact Study (TIS) is not required.  However, City staff does
realize the impact on the Washingtonian Boulevard and Sam Eig Highway intersection and required
the submission of the Traffic Impact Assessment.  This Assessment will assist the County in assessing
the required signalization modifications for the intersection and bringing the intersection up to
current design requirements.  I understand that the applicant’s representative has discussed the
need for signal modifications preliminarily with Bruce Mangum in February and asked to set up a
meeting with MCDOT, Gaithersburg & the applicant.  We look forward to working with both the
County and the applicant on this matter.  We will appreciate your assistance in facilitating a meeting
to discuss this within the next month.
 
#6 – The City would like the applicant to work with the Department of Permitting Services for their
review of the site access plan.  Can you please advise me as to who the traffic volume data should be
sent to at DPS Right-of-Way Plan Review Section to “verify their intersection improvement
requirement and acceptability of their design.”   The City would like to know the time period needed
for this review so that we can plan accordingly.
 
Greg, thanks again for sending comments about the Schematic Development Plan. We look forward
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to meeting with you and MCDOT to finalize transportation needs for this property.  Please call me
about setting up these meetings.
 
Best regards,
Trudy
Trudy M. Walton Schwarz, CFM
Community Planning Division Chief
Planning and Code Administration
City of Gaithersburg
31 South Summit Avenue
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877
Phone: 301-258-6330
Fax:        301-258-6336
City Web Site: www.gaithersburgmd.gov
 
Get weekly e-mail updates of upcoming City meetings and events by registering for myGaithersburg
at www.gaithersburgmd.gov/mygaithersburg
 
The opinions expressed in this message are not necessarily those of the City of Gaithersburg Staff,
Mayor or Council
 
 
 
 

From: Leck, Gregory [mailto:Greg.Leck@montgomerycountymd.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, March 05, 2014 5:16 PM
To: Trudy Schwarz; Ollie Mumpower
Cc: Amy Quant, P.E.; scw@linowes-law.com; Panjshiri, Atiq; Johnston, Bruce; Bossi, Andrew; Sanayi,
Dan; Mangum, Bruce; Lea, Monet; Haynes, William
Subject: SDP-3878-2013, Washingtonian North - MCDOT plan review comments ltr is attached
 
 
 
Hi Trudy,
 
Thank you for your reminder email on this review; the plan review ltr is attached.
 
As you will see, we are still reviewing the TIS and have concerns about the
intersections being studied.
 
By copy of this email, I am asking Amy and/or Scott to forward these comments to
their clients.
 
Thanks all.
 
Greg



 
Greg Leck, Manager
Development Review Team
Division of Traffic Engineering and Operations
Montgomery County Department of Transportation
 
100 Edison Park Drive, 4th floor
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878
 
greg.leck@montgomerycountymd.gov
office:  240-777-2197
fax:      240-777-2080
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