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STAFF COMMENTS

On May 3, 2006, the Planning Commission granted final site plan approval to SP-
05-0013 for 436 dwelling units for The Woodlands at Watkins Mill Town Center. The
property is located north of CSX Railroad tracks and Metropolitan Grove Road and
south of Interstate 270 (Exhibit #1). To the west of the property is Montgomery
County jurisdiction land (known as the McGowan tract) and to the east is City
owned parkland and several privately owned properties. The property is zoned MXD
(Mixed Use Development).

The plan includes single family detached, single family attached, and two-over-two
condominiums. At the Planning Commission meeting (Exhibit #4) the following
condition was added:

35. Applicant to revise side elevations of the Vanderbilt units for
Planning Commission approval as an Amendment to Final Plan prior to
the issuance of building permits.

Accordingly, Rodgers Consulting has submitted AFP-06-025 for architectural
revisions as mandated by the Planning Commission. The application also requested
the approval of architectural revisions to the Fairgate unit, which was before the
Commission at it's last hearing on November 15, 2006. Tonight’s meeting will
focus on the remainder of the application, which is the completion of the
above condition of approval for SP-05-0013.

Regarding the end unit side elevations of the Vanderbilt townhouse unit, the
primary difference is the fenestration arrangement which hopes to achieve the
“salt-box"” look without altering the roofline. The applicant has submitted two
options: one with shutters (Exhibit #30) and one without shutters (Exhibit #31).
The Commission must approve only one of these options. The front fagades of the
Vanderbilts have also been included to assist the Commission (Exhibit #29).

Conclusion. Staff recommends TO GRANT AFP-06-025, Watkins Mill Town
Center Architecture, AMENDMENT TO FINAL PLAN APPROVAL, FINDING IT
IN COMPLIANCE WITH §§ 24-170 and 24-172, WITH THE FOLLOWING
CONDITION:

1. The applicant shall submit the option as chosen by the Planning
Commission.
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