
17th Annual CHARACTER COUNTS! Essay Contest 

 “Adult Heroes in OUR Community” 
Students reflect upon and write about a person they admire 

and the ethics that “hero” exemplifies.  

Presented by the City of Gaithersburg and the Gaithersburg Rotary Club 

This contest is open to Elementary School and Middle School students in the greater Gaithersburg area.  
Members of the Gaithersburg Rotary Club and the City of Gaithersburg’s Educational Enrichment 
Committee will judge the essays on: 

 Connection to the Six Pillars of Character (5 points)

 Clarity as to why the person is important in the student’s life (15 points)

 Inspirational quality (10 points)

 Spelling and grammar (5 points)

Submission Instructions:  

 Nominee (Hero) must be over 18 years of age and have had a positive, personal influence in the
student’s life according to one or more of the Six Pillars of Character.

 Entries must be typed (250 word maximum) in Microsoft Word in 11-point font.  Handwritten
entries will NOT be accepted.

 Entries will be judged blindly. Provide information as requested on Form #1 and submit the 
typed essay on Form #2.

Deadline to Submit Entries: Monday, December 5, 2016 by 4 p.m. 
Email entries to ssrinivasachar@gaithersburgmd.gov.  

Notification of Results: December, 2016.  Three winners and three honorable mentions will be selected 
from amongst the elementary school submissions and three winners and three honorable mentions will 
be selected from the middle school submissions. Results will be emailed to the schools. We request that 
principals/teachers notify the Winners, Honorable Mentions and their families.   

Prizes and Awards Presentation:  The winning essays will be posted on the City’s website, and the 
winners and honorable mentions will be presented with awards at a ceremony in the second half of the 
2016-2017 school year.   The six winners will each receive a $50 gift card. The six honorable mentions 
will each receive a $25 gift card and the winners will also be invited to read their essays. The twelve 
nominated heroes will each receive a framed copy of the essay.  Winners and honorable mentions, their 
families, nominees, principals and teachers are invited to the awards ceremony. 

Certificates of Participation:  The City will provide all students who submitted entries but did not win 
with Certificates of Participation.   

For more information contact the City’s Community Services Division at 301-258-6395, 
communityservices@gaithersburgmd.gov, or visit the City’s website at gaithersburgmd.gov. 
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 “ADULT HEROES IN OUR COMMUNITY” CONTEST 

Form #1 
 

     Co-sponsored by the City of Gaithersburg and the Gaithersburg Rotary Club 
 

 
 

 

Your Name ______________________________ Principal’s Name __________________________  
 
Your school __________________________________ School phone # ______________________   
 
Your grade level _________ 
 
Name and relationship of Adult Hero__________________________________________________ 
 
Name of sponsoring teacher _________________________________________________________  
 
Email address of teacher ____________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Form #2   
 

250 –word Typed Essay in Microsoft Word format in 11-point font 
 
 
 

 


