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Meet Tanisha Briley, 
City Manager
Tanisha Briley was appointed by the Mayor and 
City Council to serve as Gaithersburg City Manager, 
starting on September 14, 2020. She joined us most 
recently from the city of Cleveland Heights, Ohio.

What attracted you to the field 
of public service?
Coming from very humble beginnings, my early life 
was shaped directly by local programs and services. 
As I grew up and could begin to appreciate the 
positive impact that public servants had on my life, I 
knew that I wanted to find a way to give back to the 
community and ensure that those programs and ser-
vices that were so impactful for me would be available 
to others in the future. Initially, I thought my civic life 
would consist of donating time and money to causes 
that were important to me while I pursued a career in 
business, but by my junior year of college, I realized 
that I wanted to build a career serving others and 
building communities. 

Were there other career paths you 
considered?
As a child, I thought I wanted to be a “businesswom-
an.” This decision was mostly shaped by my experi-
ence as a young person riding public transit to school, 
which required me to transfer buses in downtown 
Cleveland. I was fascinated by the women I saw wear-
ing suits and walking with briefcases to someplace that 
seemed really important. I didn’t see people dressed 
that way in my neighborhood. There were other, more 
solid reasons I decided to pursue a business degree 
from The Ohio State University, but certainly, those 
women planted the seed. 

Who do you consider to be role 
models in your life?
I have so many role models! I consider a role model to be 
someone who does something so well that you want to 
learn from them and emulate their best qualities. My role 
models tend to be real people in my life like my mom, for-
mer bosses, teachers, colleagues, and great friends.

What attracted you to the 
Gaithersburg City Manager job?
Gaithersburg is a truly special community. Beyond the 
obvious attributes of the City’s location, diversity, and 
reputation for exceptional leadership and governance, 
I was excited by what’s on the horizon for Gaithersburg 
as the community continues its growth and progress 
while preserving the best parts of its past. This will 
bring new opportunities and challenges that I look 
forward to working on.

What are the major differences between 
Gaithersburg and Cleveland Heights?
The starkest difference is the local economy. Cleveland 
Heights is located in the rust belt of America, in an area 
of the state of Ohio that struggles to attract and retain 
population and business. Those issues significantly 
impact economic and community development. While 
COVID-19 will certainly hit every community hard, the 
City of Gaithersburg as a government is well-positioned 
to weather the storm without major impacts on staffing 
or service levels due to the strength of the local econo-
my. The Gaithersburg community has experienced major 
growth, with even more projected in the near future.

Gaithersburg is one of the most diverse 
cities in the country. What challenges and 
opportunities do you think that presents?
Diversity is complicated. Leveraged successfully, di-
versity can create a compelling advantage for a com-
munity in meaningful ways. Diversity can sometimes 
be at odds with expediency and efficiency because it 
demands more of us in areas like service delivery and 
decision making. As the community diversifies and we 
seek to have a more inclusive community that balances 
access and outcomes for all people, we are challenged 
to find new ways to engage, serve, and lead.

How will you work with elected officials 
and staff to advance the process of 
applying a racial equity lens to City 
operations and programs?
I was excited to learn about the work of the Racial 
Equity Cohort, which began last summer. These issues 
have always been important and the current climate 
of impassioned and persistent calls for racial justice 
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and equity has created a different sense of urgency to 
understand and address them. I feel very fortunate to 
be joining the City at this particular time in America’s 
history, with this incredible opportunity to advance our 
racial equity efforts. Systemic racism persists, despite 
our best efforts and progress, and to eliminate it, 
we have to be critical of the systems we control and 
identify the barriers that are stifling our progress. The 
Cohort began with learning and has started to collect 
data on important functions of the City like hiring and 
promotions and the procurement process. We are 
off to a solid start and I look forward to expanding 
learning opportunities for all staff, working together 
to improve data collection and analysis efforts, and 
addressing barriers to equity that we find during the 
process.

What do you think your first 90 days on 
the job will look like?
Outside of the routine day to day management and 
getting up to speed on the many exciting challenges 
and opportunities facing the City, it is important to me 
to spend my first 90 days or so listening to as many 
people as possible. While there’s no substitute for an 
in-person meeting, I plan to make the most of virtual 
meetings and socially distant meetings in the field. I 
want to connect with people in their place of work as 
much as possible to hear, see, and feel what is im-
portant to them. I also look forward to learning more 
about the Gaithersburg community through partner 
organizations and community leaders.

You were quite active in several service 
organizations in Cleveland Heights. What 
types of volunteer service might be of in-
terest to you in the Gaithersburg area?
I tend to seek out opportunities to serve the un-
derserved. I have been active as a volunteer and 
engaged in board service with organizations like Big 

Brother Big Sister, Dress for Success, United Way, and 
others. I look forward to getting involved and finding 
ways to give to the community outside of work.

When you’re not “city managing,” what 
do you like to do?
My family is the most important thing in the world to 
me so I try to spend as much time with them as pos-
sible. My partner, Vincent, and I have been married 
for 19 years. We found each other as students at The 
Ohio State University and I am truly grateful for his 
love and support each and every day.  We have two 
young and rambunctious dogs – Max and Zuri – that 
we affectionately call “The Hounds.”  I am my niece’s 
(age 12) and nephews’ (ages 6 -12) favorite aunt, and 
I have enjoyed watching them grow up as an active 
part of their lives. The “pandemic pounds” I’ve put on 
wouldn’t show it, but I do enjoy fitness. Vincent and I 
enjoy an afternoon on the golf course, and always a 
Saturday on the couch or in the “The Shoe” routing for 
The Ohio State University football team (Go Bucks!). 
I am a certified Zumba instructor and taught classes 
for many years. I also really love teaching others about 
local government. I taught in a public administration 
graduate program for the last several years, so while 
you probably won’t find me teaching in a fitness room 
anytime soon, you may find me in a classroom again 
one day. 

To connect with 
Tanisha Briley, email 

tanisha.briley@gaithersburgmd.gov 
or contact the Office of the 

City Manager
at 301-258-6310.

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/government/city-manager
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II’m a proud resident of Gaithersburg, living in the same townhouse community for the past 30 years. My 
recycling gets picked up like clockwork every Wednesday. And then there was that monthly ritual when 
piles of discarded furniture, televisions, mattresses, stoves, and much, much more would start appearing 
throughout the City. I knew it must be the first week of the month – time for bulk pick up. My beautiful 

City sure did look messy.

As a taxpayer, I appreciate that the City gives me an opportunity to put out my large items (things that don’t 
fit into a garbage bag) so I don’t have to take them to the transfer station. It’s a great service. But some-
times it didn’t meet my needs. It wasn’t always practical to hold things for another three weeks if I missed 
that first-of-the-month pick up, especially since I live in a small townhouse with not much of a backyard. 
And when neighbors just put stuff out whenever, it might sit for a couple of weeks – not a pretty sight.

by Britta Monaco, Community & Public Relations Director
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Better, and ONLY by Appointment

Make an appointment online at gaithersburgmd.gov or call 301-258-6370.

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/recycling-bulk-pick-up/bulk-pick-up
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Why the Change?
So as a resident, I was happy to hear that 
the City’s bulk pick up program has changed. 
It’s now an on-demand system, where you 
MUST call to schedule a pick up. Here’s why it 
changed:
• It’s more convenient for residents. I can

schedule the pick up on ANY of my re-
cycling days during the month, not just
the first one. And I can get one pick up a
month – so 12 in all, same as before.

• It makes the City look better. With materials
being put out just before a scheduled pick
up, I hope to see fewer and fewer piles
throughout the City.

• It’s a more efficient use of staff time. Rath-
er than a crew of four people driving every
street in the City (more than 95 miles!)
looking for piles that may or may not be
there, a two-person crew will go out and
only pick up what’s been scheduled. That’s
a pretty intentional way of doing things.

• Fewer miles driven by our heavy equip-
ment means fuel savings and a reduction
in greenhouse gas emissions. That’s better
for the environment.

Scheduling an Appointment
The City really made it easy, too. I can fill out an 
online form or I can call the Public Works Depart-
ment. They just ask that I give them at least two 
business days to respond. When they get back 
in touch with me back, we’ll coordinate what I’m 
putting out and where I should put it. I know my 
HOA has some rules I’ll have to follow. The City 
has rules too. It’s hard for a boom truck to use that 
big claw to pick up stuff that’s nestled under a tree 
or next to a mailbox. Our operators are good, but 
that’s some precise maneuvering, even for them.

What to Put Out – 
There’s an App for That
What’s being picked up isn’t changing – just how. 
There’s a list on the City’s website of things you 
can put out, including furniture, appliances, 
scrap metal, electronics, and mattresses. But 
before you put it out, please consider if some-
one else could make use of it. There are many 
organizations that accept donations of furniture 
and other household items. You’ll find a link to 

resources on the bulk pick up page of the City’s 
website at gaithersburgmd.gov.

What won’t be picked up is contractor debris, 
dirt, propane tanks, paint cans, gasoline con-
tainers, or any other hazardous materials. The 
contents of the truck end up at the transfer 
station. Hazardous materials could catch fire or 
combine with other things, presenting a hazard 
for those who work there, and potentially for 
the environment. 

Not really sure what can be recycled, what 
should go in a bulk pick up pile, and what should 
be thrown away? There’s an app for that. It’s 
called the Recycle Coach, and I think its best 
feature is the handy look up tool. Type in an 
object or material, and the app will let you know 
where it belongs according to the City’s specific 
collection programs, which differ from Montgomery 
County’s programs. You’ll find more about the 
Recycle Coach App on the City’s website, too.

Recycling Program Changes 
and Reminders
• Paper and cardboard are sorted separately

on the back end of things, so please put
shredded paper in a paper bag, not in
cardboard boxes.

• Remove plastic packing materials from
cardboard boxes, then flatten the boxes.
That plastic material and bubble wrap can
be recycled with plastic bags at many local
grocery stores.

• Disposable plastic cups, paper cups and
coffee cups are all trash. They’re no longer
recyclable under our program.

• Even though glass is generally recyclable,
please put broken glass in the trash. It’s a
hazard for those who have to handle your
materials.

• Don’t put things inside of things. For ex-
ample, don’t put paper inside a recyclable
plastic bottle.

• And don’t put ANY recyclable materials in-
side plastic bags, or put any plastic bags in
your recycle bin. That’s probably the number
one offender, and why recycling bins are
sometimes not picked up.

Better, and ONLY by Appointment

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/recycling-bulk-pick-up/bulk-pick-up
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/recycle-coach
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VOTE 
in the General Election
Election Day: November 3

Early Voting Days: 
October 26 – November 2

The Activity Center at Bohrer Park 
will serve as an Early Voting site  

and as a Voting Center on Election  
Day. It will house a drop off  

box for mail-in ballots.

“The Voice of Suffrage” by Sage Washington.

https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/elections/index2.html
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Oon August 18, 1920, a decades-long battle was 
won. More than 70 years after the first women’s 
rights convention was held in Seneca Falls, New 
York in 1848, the endless work and determination 

of many brave and fearless women led to the ratification of 
the 19th Amendment to the Constitution. It was a historic 
milestone in the fight for women’s voting rights.
“No one gave women the vote,” Susan Philpott clarifies 
during her presentation of Maryland and the Suffrage Move-
ment. “They fought for it, and they won it.”
Philpott, a National Park Ranger at the Belmont-Paul Wom-
en’s Equality National Monument, kicked off the City’s 
“Women’s Suffrage Centennial Series” with a discussion on 
the suffrage movement in Maryland and its active 
organizations.
“Maryland can claim maybe the first suffragist,” says Phil-
pott. “In 1648, Margaret Brent, who was a lawyer and exec-
utor of Governor Calvert’s estate, petitioned the Maryland 
General Assembly for a vote in that governing body. She 
argued that as a landowner, she was due the same rights as 
male Marylanders. The Assembly rejected her demand.” 
Philpott explains that much of the fight for suffrage took place in 
local groups across the country as women organized, lobbied, 
petitioned, and made plans in their parlors among neighbors.
Gaithersburg’s ties to the suffrage movement can mostly be 
traced back to meetings that were held by the Just Government 
League of Montgomery County, which was founded on July 25, 
1912, including one such meeting hosted at the Gaithersburg 
residence of Mrs. Frank Trazzare on November 8, 1912. 
“The second wave of the suffrage movement, after 1890, was 
closely tied to the anti-saloon league and the prohibitionists,” 
says Community Museum Program Coordinator Karen Lottes. 
“Gaithersburg has strong Methodist, and therefore strong 
prohibitionist, ties. As the fight for women’s rights heated up 
in the 19-teens, meetings were held here in Gaithersburg.”
In addition to Philpott’s presentation, the Women’s Suffrage 
Centennial Series in Gaithersburg features educational 
events spotlighting Alice Paul, Lucy Burns, Mary Church 
Terrell, Nell Richardson, and Alice Burke – all prominent 
figures of the suffrage movement. View all of the video 
events at https://gburg.md/Suffrage

Why We Vote
According to the Census Bureau, women have continued to 
vote at higher rates than men in every midterm election since 

by Amy McGuire, Communication Specialist

Reflecting on the 100th Anniversary of the 
Ratification of the 19th Amendment

1998, helping shape political outcomes across the United 
States. In the 2018 midterm election, 55 percent of women 
voted compared to 52 percent of men. What ideas and convic-
tions drive women to the polls, today? Here’s why these City of 
Gaithersburg employees cast their ballots.
Tanisha Briley, City Manager I vote to honor the men and 
women, especially the Black men and women, who endured 
centuries of physical, mental, and economic violence in order  
to secure my right to freely cast a ballot today. 
Sarah Fleming, Human Resources Generalist I vote be-
cause the 19th Amendment was not granted to American 
women; it was a hard fought battle. The Suffragists fought 
not only for women’s rights, but they fought for the rights of 
all marginalized persons. This international movement paved 
the way for the “modern woman” and I will not let their de-
termination be taken for granted.
Deb Moran, Sustainability Coordinator I vote because 
climate change is the defining crisis of my generation, its 
effects exacerbating other crises. I believe in the future. It is 
easy to get caught in the doom and gloom of the realities of 
climate change so I vote because I believe in facing a prob-
lem head on. I vote for resiliency. 
Dorthy Winder, Program Supervisor I vote because my  
African American ancestors never had the privilege, and 
fought so hard so that I could. I vote because my vote 
counts and makes a difference. I vote because voting is 
an opportunity for change. I vote because there’s power in 
my vote. Why wouldn’t I vote? Not voting would give up my 
voice and have someone else make the decision for me.
Jenny Armour, Permit Technician I vote because it is my ma-
ternal promise to fulfill my role in building a world my children 
will feel safe in, a world of freedom, equality and success.
Tam Castillo, Administrative Support Specialist As a first 
generation Latina, it is my duty to vote and stand up for the 
rights of those in my community. Voting ensures politicians 
know what is important to us.
Doris Stokes, Municipal Clerk As a Black American, I 
am indebted to exercise my right to vote. The laws, brutal 
attacks, suffering, and killings to keep Black citizens from 
voting were horrendous. I consider it an honor given to me 
by my ancestors. My right to vote as a Black woman, a citizen 

Continued on page 16

A W   man’s Vote:

https://gburg.md/SuffrageSeries
https://gburg.md/Suffrage
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Discovery Park
Uncover Nature, Wellness & Fun at

Nestled between AstraZeneca and the Quince Orchard 
Park community, you’ll find more than 15 acres of 
parkland that is now home to Gaithersburg’s new-
est recreational amenity – Discovery Park. Picnic in 

Woodland Grove, play in the Discovery Nook, delight in the 
Butterfly Haven, stroll along the walking paths, and sprawl out 
on the Great Lawn. Discovery Park is a nature lover’s sanctuary 
providing space to move, play and grow in Gaithersburg.

From Parkland to Public Park
As part of its Strategic Plan, the City strives to ensure all Gaith-
ersburg residents have close access to a park, with a goal of 
less than .25 miles. Realizing this objective, Discovery Park is 
within a quarter mile of the residential communities of Quince 
Orchard Park, Vistas, Kentlands, and Lakelands. 
Plans for the nature-focused park were first developed 
following a generous dedication of parkland to the City by 

what was then known as MedImmune, now AstraZeneca, 
the largest employer within City limits.
“AstraZeneca is proud to have helped create Discovery 
Park,” shares Jose Baselga, Executive Vice President On-
cology R&D and Head of AstraZeneca’s Gaithersburg Cam-
pus. “In 2013, we donated six acres of our campus to the 
City with the aspiration that the land be made into a park 
for use by local residents, our employees, and the children 
at the Discovery Meadows Childcare Center.”
“AstraZeneca saw it as a way provide connectivity to an 
existing City parcel and to build upon the existing forest 
conservation and stream valley buffer areas adjacent to their 
campus,” says Deputy City Manager Dennis Enslinger.
With just over six and a half acres of new parkland adjacent 
to an almost eight and a half acre parcel already owned by 
the City, Gaithersburg was ready to begin work on adding 
Discovery Park to an impressive 27-park inventory. 

by Amy McGuire, Communication Specialist

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/recreation/parks-fields/discovery-park
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Working with Triad Engineering and Floura Teeter on the de-
sign, and with Patriot Construction on the actual build, the 
approximately $1.4 million project got off the ground in the 
spring of 2017 and was completed in September 2020. 
“We kicked things off in April 2017 with a series of meetings 
with the architect/engineer team to devise a conceptual de-
sign, followed by community meetings and input,” says Proj-
ect Manager Melanie Brown. “After finalizing the design and 
awarding the construction contract at the beginning of July 
2019, construction began soon after.”
Discovery Park is a passive park, emphasizing open space, 
preserving the natural habitat, and incorporating a low mainte-
nance design. “Staff anticipated the use of the park to be from 
dusk to dawn, so no utilities such as electricity, running water 
or restrooms would be required,” says Brown. “Picnic pavilions 
were also designed for small, short-term gatherings like an 
afternoon picnic. We also have special software that monitors 
trash and recycling usage to show us when receptacles need 
to be emptied, helping us be more efficient with staff time.”
Within the nearly 15 acres of parkland, you’ll find more than 
three acres of passive recreational space, home to five cov-
ered picnic structures (including two that are ADA acces-
sible), two playgrounds, five walking paths, a four square 
court, a secret garden, a butterfly garden, the Great Lawn, 
and the City’s first ever Gaga pit.

Sustainable features are found throughout the park. Made 
from recycled tires, the highly porous FlexiPave trail surface 
helps promote healthier tree growth, allowing natural water and 
air to reach the roots. It also removes nutrient loading related to 

GO GAGA OVER GAGA
Discovery Park is home to 
Gaithersburg’s first ever 

Gaga pit! Gaga translates from 
Hebrew to “touch-touch” and is 

known as the kinder and gentler 
form of dodgeball. Gaga Ball is 
played in an octagonal pit and 
combines the skills of dodging 
and striking while trying to hit 
an opponent below the knee to 

eliminate them.

PLANTINGS BY THE 
NUMBERS
~186 Trees~

~382 Shrubs~
~4,670 Perennials & Grasses~

~10,953 Bulbs~

Continued on page 17
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T   he pandemic came on hard, and it came on fast. A 
complete shutdown in mid-March brought the world 
as we know it to a halt. While the first priority was 
safety as we all sheltered in place at home, it became 

immediately apparent that our community had to figure out a 
way to feed the most vulnerable among us – and do it quickly.
Many organizations that typically fill this role, including 
MCPS and nonprofits like Manna Food Center, Gaithersburg 
HELP, and Nourish Now, which are supported by grants from 
the City of Gaithersburg, kicked into high gear, ramping up 
operations to fill the void left by shuttered schools, closed 
restaurants and the inability to access other sources for food. 
As the shutdown continued and it became apparent that a 
long term strategy would be necessary, the Montgomery 
County Food Council became the epicenter of coordination. 
A nonprofit organization made up of government represen-
tatives, nonprofit organizations, educational institutions and 
community leaders, the Council has long worked to create a 
sustainable and equitable food system in Montgomery Coun-
ty. Its mission crystalized in an instant this past spring. It now 
serves as a think tank, a collaboration hub, and a resource 
center for hundreds of initiatives all focused on nourishing 
our community.
Within just a few weeks of the shutdown, Gaithersburg had 
several programs up and running, each addressing a unique 
segment of the population. In this article we highlight three, 
one serving older adults, one serving the unsheltered, and a 

One Serving at a Time
Nourishing an Entire Community –

by Britta Monaco, Director, Department of Community & Public Relations

program for those in quarantine or who have no access to 
food pantries and other distribution events. These are stories 
of faith, determination and compassion.

Food for Older Adults by Tim “Smitty” 
Smith, Recreation Services Division Chief, Gaithersburg 
Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture

Our program began distributing food on April 22, 2020. Nor-
mally members of our Benjamin Gaither Center (BGC) get 
a weekday Senior Nutrition Lunch Program meal provided 
through Montgomery County Health and Human Services 
(HHS). COVID-19 closed the BGC. With seniors fearful of 
leaving their homes, and many on fixed incomes, the avail-
ability of free, nutritious meals became a necessity.
Supported by HHS (which receives federal, state and local 
funding), we are providing a box of seven frozen meals, along 
with milk and produce, to about 75 older residents each week. 
Operating every Wednesday from the Activity Center at Bohrer 
Park, we see about 25 vehicles coming to pick up food, while 
we deliver to about 50 more. We’re grateful for the support of 
the members of the local Civil Air Patrol who help package the 
food and load it into people’s vehicles. Four more volunteers 
have served as our delivery squad since we started. We even 
have one of our BGC members helping out. She picks up 
meals for her friends who live alone and then visits with them 
– socially distanced, of course. 
County support is also allowing for meal deliveries to older 

I
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For more information about the Gaithersburg CARES Hub and its partners, the City’s 
Community and Homeless Services Divisions, the Montgomery County Food Council, 

and other COVID-19 support programs, visit www.gaithersburgmd.gov

One Serving at a Time

adults at the Oaks at Olde Towne and Hillside apartments.
I’m proud of our City’s involvement in this program. It’s not only 
providing healthy meals and fresh produce, it helps with social-
ization as seniors interact with staff and volunteers. It helps the 
seniors who are fearful of shopping in crowded stores. And for 
many, it helps their food budget tremendously. COVID-19 has 
been very hard on many seniors emotionally and physically as 
we’ve asked them to isolate themselves for their own safety. 
We’ll need more social services assistance and emotional sup-
port moving forward to get them through this tough time until 
we get our programs up and running again.

Food for the Unsheltered by
Teddy Lyles, City of Gaithersburg, Street Outreach Team

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, most of the local 
restaurants and stores closed. Many unsheltered people in 
the Upcounty area depend on these establishments to get 
food, use the bathroom, and get out of the elements, if only 
for a short period. Gaithersburg participates in a collabora-
tion council for the homeless, and as we began to assess 
the situation, food became the obvious priority.
A daily effort to provide meals for the unsheltered began
operating out of Griffith Park next to Gaithersburg City Hall
on April 20, 2020. It was organized and staffed by represen-
tatives and volunteers from EveryMind, the City of Gaithers-
burg, and the Services to End and Prevent Homelessness
(SEPH). Funds were generously donated by the Moorish Sci-
ence Temple of America, Friends of Wells/Robertson House,
Inc., the Montgomery County Muslim Foundation, and many
other organizations and individuals. With the money we pur-
chased sandwiches at a discount from the local Subway. We
felt good that not only were we helping to support individuals
in need, we were able to help out a local business, too.
The program ended on June 30, by which time many
restaurants and stores had at least partially reopened. In all,
we gave away nearly 1,100 meals, about 550 to those who
visited us at Griffith Park and almost 450 that we delivered
to unsheltered individuals we encountered in Gaithersburg,
Germantown, and surrounding areas.
By going out into the community, outreach workers were 
able to identify the locations and needs of unsheltered indi-
viduals. Following up with these individuals was a great op-
portunity to link them to shelters and other services. In fact, 
we were able to engage with one woman who was referred 
to a hotel for shelter, and through the City’s Street Outreach 
Team, we were able to get her moved into Permanent Sup-
portive Housing. Another street outreach engagement result-
ed in a gentleman getting referred to a hotel, getting a job, 
and then procuring a room rental. I’d call that a success!

Gaithersburg CARES Hub by
Jeannette Cochran, Executive Pastor and Sooky McFadden, 
Executive Assistant, Seneca Creek Community Church

As the effects of the pandemic took hold, a gap was quickly 
identified. While there were programs popping up all over for 

people to pick up free food, those who had to remain quaran-
tined at home (for the safety of us all) had little recourse. The 
mission of the Gaithersburg CARES Hub is to meet the new 
need in our community of transporting food and medicine to 
families sick with COVID-19 or otherwise unable to get out. We 
knew the BlackRock Center Consolidation HUB in Germantown 
was serving families in our area, so when the City of Gaithers-
burg reached out to local organizations looking for assistance 
with getting a Hub up and running in Gaithersburg, Seneca 
Creek Community Church was eager to get involved. 
We want to be a church that loves our neighbors and adds value 
to the community and this seemed like the best way to do that. 
Our church building was not being used at the time, so we were 
excited that our space could fulfill a growing community need. 
We always promised ourselves that if we ever got an actual 
building (we used to be a portable church), we would use it to 
serve, build, and create community.
In consultation with Montgomery County Government, and 
in partnership with the City of Gaithersburg and Manna Food 
Center, the Gaithersburg CARES Hub was up and running by 
May 29, 2020. Each week we assemble packages containing 
two weeks’ worth of food and deliver it to about 50 households. 
Originally our church committed to the project for six months, 
but now that we can see the need will persist well into the fu-
ture, we are rethinking how to be involved longer term. We are 
working with City leaders and community partners to formulate 
a longer term plan to take us into 2021.
The food for the CARES Hub literally comes from everywhere. 
We’ve gotten canned goods and fresh eggs from the Montgom-
ery County Muslim Foundation, health kits with masks and ther-
mometers from St. John’s Episcopal Church in Chevy Chase, 
food bags from Manna, fresh produce from MCPS, hot meals 
from La Casita in Gaithersburg, and we’ve been the recipient of 
tons of items from food drives conducted by St. Rose of Lima 
Catholic Church and other local congregations, community or-
ganizations and individuals. Volunteers from our church help sort 
and package the bounty, while members of the Montgomery 
County Emergency Response Team, City of Gaithersburg staff, 
and church volunteers help with the deliveries. 
One of our favorite volunteer stories involves Karen Smith, who 
began coming in by herself to help. Karen works with students 
who have developmental needs, and she started bringing in one 
of her students so they could pack bags together as this was 
a task well suited to the student’s abilities. They faithfully pack 
bags every week and have been a tremendous help. 
We know this sounds trite, but the program quite probably 
blesses us more than it blesses those receiving food. It’s like 
that church saying, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
Seeing all the different community groups band together, all the 
volunteers step up, all the citizens bringing in food or shipping 
us items, all the drivers giving generously of their time and labor 
during this crazy pandemic—it all showed the best in us and 
how powerful we are as a community when we work together, 
each of us doing our part to help and serve others. 

I

I

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/community-services/community-support-during-coronavirus


inGaithersburg Fall / Winter 202014

What Makes
Gaithersburg

Great?
by Amanda Duncan, Digital Content Specialist

To find a park close to you, use the interactive Park Finder in the map gallery on the City’s website at gaithersburgmd.gov
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Great?

It’s a simple question really, but one with many 
answers. It could be the 27 parks you can ex-
plore, or the lively Art in Public Places sculptures 
scattered throughout the City. Maybe it’s our 

green initiatives or our rich history. Or perhaps it’s 
the resources available to those in need or the 
ample opportunities for residents to give back. 
Here we explore some of our favorite reasons 
why Mayor Jud Ashman likes to call this the
“greatest City in the world.”

Rich in History & Culture
DYK? Gaithersburg is a city rich in history and 
culture. From the Arts Barn, a renovated stable 
that once housed horses on the former Tschiffely 
Estate, to the Community Museum, located in 
an 1884 Freight House along the B&O Railroad 
in Olde Towne, you’re sure to find some exciting 
experiences in this town. 

The Arts in Gaithersburg The City hosts three 
art galleries with rotating exhibits featuring the 
region’s most accomplished painters, photographers, 
sculptors, ceramic artists, and more. You’ll find them 
at the Activity Center at Bohrer Park, the Arts Barn, 
and Kentlands Mansion (the Mansion is by appoint-
ment only). But art doesn’t only hang on the wall in 
Gaithersburg. There are more than two dozen per-
manent Art in Public Places installations throughout 
Gaithersburg. Explore the interactive map on our 
website and plan a walking tour. More of a doer? 
Take advantage of the many arts classes and work-
shops offered year round. Many are now virtual, so 
you can learn to create a masterpiece from the safety 
of your own home.

History around Every Corner The small but 
robust Gaithersburg Community Museum is burst-
ing at the seams with history. It’s housed in an 1884 
Freight House, alongside a 1918 steam engine, a 
1953 RDC, and a 1982 caboose, all of which help to 
tell Gaithersburg’s railroad story. Inside the Museum, 
touch and feel your way through historic objects and 
images that open the door to Gaithersburg’s rich 
past. Virtual programming lets you dive into the City’s 
history from the comfort of your home. 

Go Play in Gaithersburg
DYK? More than 90% of Gaithersburg residents live 
within a half mile of a City park. There are 27 parks in 
all. (Learn more about Gaithersburg’s newest one, 
Discovery Park, on page 10.) From playgrounds to 
climb on to hiking trails to conquer there are plenty of 
opportunities to get out and play.

Parks, Ponds & Playgrounds, Oh My! Big
parks, little parks, fishing ponds – Gaithersburg has it 
all. One of the most unique is Constitution Gardens, 
a park that celebrates the past, present and future of 
Gaithersburg with interactive play spaces that have 
been inspired by the cultural, economic and natu-
ral history of the area. The park features areas like To find a park close to you, use the interactive Park Finder in the map gallery on the City’s website at gaithersburgmd.gov

Log Town, a play space featuring natural climbing 
elements, a sand play area, log playhouses, stump 
stools, log flumes and a sensory garden. Log Town is 
also home to hand carved wooden animals that re-
mind us of Gaithersburg’s agricultural past. 
Want to stretch your legs and enjoy some nature? 
You can find trails to explore throughout the City. Try 
Malcolm King Park, named for a naturalist advocate 
who was the head of the local Izaak Walton League. 
The majority of the park remains in its natural wood-
ed state and there’s a 2+ mile hiker-biker trail that 
frequently meanders alongside tranquil streambeds.

Shred, Swim & Putt in Gaithersburg 
Named for former Mayor W. Edward Bohrer, Bohrer 
Park at Summit Hall Farm is described as a won-
derland for all ages. The 58-acre park contains open 
fields, a playground, a boardwalk, and two fishing 
ponds. There’s a Miniature Golf course featuring 18 
challenging (but fun) holes in a beautifully landscaped 
park setting. Just steps away you’ll find the Water 
Park, complete with splash pool and water slides. 
Ready to shred? Check out Gaithersburg’s 12,300 
square foot Skate Park. It includes ramps, rails, a 
mini-half pipe and more obstacles for you to show 
off your skills.

Going Green in Gaithersburg
DYK? Gaithersburg has environmental programs that 
help support a healthy, productive environment with 
clean air and clean water. From community clean up 
opportunities, to tree plantings, to rain barrel rebates, 
to robust recycling programs, it’s easy to go green in 
Gaithersburg.

Team Up to Green Up Interested in volun-
teering to clean up and improve a park or stream 
in Gaithersburg? With Team Up to Green Up res-
idents can partner with the City to do just that. 
The program integrates trash and invasive plant 
removal along with rehabilitation. Visit the Envi-
ronmental Services page on the City’s website to 
learn how to volunteer in your neighborhood.

Take the Guesswork out of Recycling In
a recent citizen survey, 93% of you said you recycle 
at home. That’s impressive. But are you recycling 
right? Accessible from desktop computers, mobile 
devices and through digital assistants like Alexa 
and Google Home, Recycle Coach is your go-to 
source for all things recycling in Gaithersburg. With 
the app, residents can stay organized with custom 
curbside collection calendars, receive collection 
reminders and most importantly become recycling 
experts with a comprehensive “What Goes 
Where?” search tool. Download the free app today.

Putting Residents First
There are many services available to assist res-
idents of Gaithersburg who are facing uncertain 

Continued on page 17

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/recreation/visual-arts
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/recreation/visual-arts/art-in-public-places
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-us/city-facilities/gaithersburg-community-museum
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/recreation/parks-fields
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-us/city-facilities/miniature-golf-course
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-us/city-facilities/water-park
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-us/city-facilities/water-park
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-us/city-facilities/skate-park
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/environmental-services
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/environmental-services
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/recycle-coach
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A Woman’s Vote Continued from page 9

of the United States of America, will not be denied as long as I 
have breath. In the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “Our lives 
begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.”

Why I Vote: An Exhibit
“It is both an important privilege and responsibility to make 
our voices heard through our use of the ballot box,” says 
Mary Weiss-Waldhorn, City of Gaithersburg Gallery Curator. 
“Incredibly, women in America have only had that privilege 
in the last 100 years of our country’s 244-year history.”
Weiss-Waldhorn worked with guest curator Sandra Davis, 
Membership Chair of the Women’s Caucus of Art (WCA), 
D.C. Chapter, to organize “Why I Vote,” an exhibit that ex-
plores the contemporary topics that galvanize women vot-
ers, such as immigration, civil rights, the plight of the poor,
gun violence, and women’s rights.
“As women of color, our history is often left out of the retell-
ing and celebrations of historical moments in this country,” 
shares Davis. “It was important that as we celebrated this 
accomplishment, we acknowledge the full story and includ-
ed women of color.” 

Participation in the exhibit was both by invitation and a call 
to artists to ensure as much diversity and inclusivity as pos-
sible. Guest juror Anne Burton, Art Curator at BlackRock 
Center for the Arts, juried the call to artists issued by WCA. 
“As a community center and a place where Gaithersburg  
residents vote, we thought the Activity Center at Bohrer Park 
would be the perfect venue for the exhibit,” says Weiss-Wald-
horn. The exhibit is on display through November 16, and can 
also be viewed online at nationalwca.org.
As we think about the long journey to suffrage for all women, 
which began but did not end 100 years ago, we remember that 
the fight for equality still isn’t over. 
“Women got the right to vote 100 years ago, but we’re still 
fighting for equality,” shares Lottes. “Women still make less than 
men in the workplace. If the pandemic has shown us anything, 
it’s that women are still penalized for having children. Whether 
they choose to have a life outside the home does not take 
away from the fact that few partnerships have equal parental 
responsibilities.”
“August 26 is now celebrated as Women’s Equality Day, but of 
course August 26 was not the day women won equality,” says 
Philpott. “It’s just the day they won the vote. The vote was not 
the end. The vote is just the beginning.”

“Protect Him” Marla McLean
“My son shared he is exhausted every day being in this 
world. How his body and mind go into a panic every time he 
sees a police car behind him. One evening we were shouting 
out survival tips if you get pulled over by a cop. His friend 
said, ‘Pretend you’re having a heart attack.’ Swiftly, my son 
replied, ‘Nah, someone just got shot while having one.’  
I painted the spark he often hides. Protect Him.”

“In the Sequel” Juliet Hossain 
“’In the Sequel’ tells the story of a nation yet to be; a 
nation that I illustrate with my paintbrush and mani-
fest with my vote. It was created as a reactionary piece 
for my young daughter, a brilliant girl of mixed heri-
tage, to show her that her potential is limitless. There 
is a world that my daughter belongs to. I am an artist, 
and will create this world for her.”

“Eighty-two Cents” Theresa Brown
“This abstract painting expresses the pain of being paid 
82 cents on the dollar through color. We need to fight to 
ensure equal pay for women. On average, women earn 
only 82 cents for every $1.00 a man earns regardless of 
education and work experience. Let’s change the future, 
we need to fight for change, equal pay for women wages. 
Equal pay for all women!”

“Survivor” Linda Andrei 
“I vote to support the institution of government 
whose role is to protect us and to institute measures 
to promote the common good. When we vote for 
health care and measures that promote education 
and combat poverty we vote to elevate the neediest  
in our country.”

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-us/city-facilities/activity-center-at-bohrer-park/activity-center-gallery#ad-image-2
https://www.wcadc.org/whyivote
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Discovery Park Continued from page 11

stormwater runoff, reducing dissolved nitrates and phosphates 
from entering into the groundwater. 

All through Discovery Park you’ll find native and non-inva-
sive plants. The Butterfly Haven boasts an abundance of 
pollinator species such as Purple Coneflower, Swamp Milk-
weed and Goldenrod to attract Honey Bees and butterflies.

“We adjusted our plant selection to maximize the biodiversity of 
the site and to reconnect the park to the existing forest conser-
vation area,” says Joe Ignatius, Landscape Designer with Floura 
Teeter. “Red Twig Dogwoods, Eastern Redbuds, Witch Hazel, 
and Sumac provide habitat, food and a wide variety of colors 
through the seasons.” A secret garden features the City’s first 
willow dome and more pollinator species adding pops of color 
to the park.

“We are happy to see that the City has developed a plan for the 
park that retains much of the natural beauty of the wetland site,” 
says Baselga. “Many thanks to the City of Gaithersburg for allow-
ing AstraZeneca to be a part this important community project.”

Be Well at Discovery Park
More than just a fun place to visit, or something pretty to 
look at, public parks play a fundamental role in the health 
of our community. Taking a deeper look beyond aesthetics, 
you’ll find an abundance of health and wellness benefits.

Climb, slide and swing! Playgrounds provide multisensory 
experiences for our children, helping them grow healthy 
brains and develop sensory, motor, strength, and cognitive 
skills. The Discovery Nook and Discovery Playground afford 
these opportunities with their nature play spaces, featuring 
rope and climbing structures, a Bird’s Nest swing, and a 
wooden tree house with slide.
Parents can swing with their children on the Expression Swing 
designed to promote intergenerational play and eye-to-contact, 
resulting in emotional bonding that can enhance social and 
mental well-being. 
Parks are also the perfect place for kids to let loose with their 
peers in an unstructured environment, helping to build essential 
social skills, like how to share and cooperate, while making 
all kinds of new friends. Even adults benefit from the bonding 
opportunities with their kids as well as connecting with their 
neighbors, forming a sense of community and belonging.

Gaithersburg Continued from page 15

times. Our Community Services Division provides guidance 
and assistance around many areas of support, including 
food and nutrition, health care, mental health services, ad-
diction services, homeless services, housing assistance and 
so much more. See the ad on page 1 for information about 
a new Financial Navigator program, a free service available 
to anyone dealing with financial challenges due to the 
pandemic. Learn about the Gaithersburg CARES Hub on 
page 13, and visit the Community Services webpage at 
gaithersburgmd.gov for more information.

So, one question remains. Is Gaithersburg great because of 
all of our services and amenities? We think it’s much simpler 
than that. What makes Gaithersburg great is YOU. A play-
ground is just equipment until it is filled with romping chil-
dren. A stream cleanup is nothing without people ready and 
willing to get dirty to make a difference. Our community sup-
port programs are nothing without the volunteers who pitch 
in to care for their neighbors. Without all 70,000+ of YOU, 
we wouldn’t be the great City of Gaithersburg, Maryland.

L to R: Council Vice President Laurie-Anne Sayles, Parks, Recreation & Culture 
Director Carolyn Muller, Junior Mayor Hayden Sandlin, Project Manager Melanie 
Brown, and Mayor Jud Ashman celebrate the official opening. Photo by City of 
Gaithersburg/Marleen Van den Neste.

It goes without saying, parks also help reduce obesity with 
an abundance of physical activity opportunities. And, there’s 
nothing better for your mental health than spending time in 
nature. Those mood-boosting trees also help provide cleaner 
air and water by trapping pollutants.
In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, parks are more 
integral than ever to our health, providing outdoor space 
for physical activity and a place to relax.
“Our local parks, trails and open spaces have always served as 
places where people can find respite and seek peace and resto-
ration,” shares Parks, Recreation and Culture Department Direc-
tor Carolyn Muller. “During this time of uncertainty, these places 
are needed now more than ever. Our City staff continue to work 
hard to maintain these spaces and keep them safe, accessible 
and benefiting our community during these challenging times.” 
Explore all of the City’s parks at gaithersburgmd.gov.

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/recreation/parks-fields
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/community-services
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RESOURCES
GAITHERSBURG 
CITY HALL 
31 S. Summit Ave.  
20877-2038
301-258-6300
Fax:  301-948-6149
cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov

OFFICE OF THE 
CITY MANAGER
301-258-6310
cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov

OFFICE OF THE 
CITY ATTORNEY
301-258-6310
cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov

PLANNING & CODE 
ADMINISTRATION
301-258-6330
plancode@gaithersburgmd.gov

Animal Control  
301-258-6343
Commercial & Residential 
Inspections Automated 
Scheduling 
301-258-6338
Commercial, Residential & 
Fire Systems Plan Review 
301-258-6330
Housing & Community 
Development  
301-258-6330
Neighborhood Services  
301-258-6340
Passports   
301-258-6330
Permits & Licenses  
301-258-6330
Planning & Zoning  
301-258-6330

Rental Housing & 
Landlord Tenant Affairs
301-258-6340

COMMUNITY & 
PUBLIC RELATIONS
cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov

Public Information
301-258-6310
Community Services
1 Wells Ave. 20877-2071
301-258-6395
Homeless Services – 
Wells/Robertson House 
1 Wells Ave. 20877-2071
301-258-6390

FINANCE & 
ADMINISTRATION
301-258-6320
finance@gaithersburgmd.gov

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
301-258-6325
it@gaithersburgmd.gov

HUMAN RESOURCES
301-258-6327
hr@gaithersburgmd.gov

GAITHERSBURG POLICE
14 Fulks Corner Ave. 
20877-2066
Non-emergencies:  
301-258-6400
Emergencies: 911
police@gaithersburgmd.gov

PUBLIC WORKS   
800 Rabbitt Rd.  20878-1600
301-258-6370
publicworks@gaithersburgmd.gov

Environmental Services 
301-258-6370

PARKS, RECREATION 
& CULTURE 
506 S. Frederick Ave. 
20877-2325
301-258-6350
Fax:  301-948-8364
parksrec@gaithersburgmd.gov

FACILITIES
Note that some facilities may 
be closed or may operate with 
modified hours due to the 
pandemic. Visit the City’s 
website for details.

ACTIVITY CENTER 
AT BOHRER PARK, 
SUMMIT HALL FARM  
506 S. Frederick Ave. 20877-2325
301-258-6350
parksrec@gaithersburgmd.gov

AQUATICS
Gaithersburg Aquatic 
Center (indoor)
2 Teachers Way 20877-3423
301-258-6345
aquatics@gaithersburgmd.gov
Water Park (outdoor/seasonal)
512 S. Frederick Ave. 
20877-2325
301-258-6445
waterpark@gaithersburgmd.gov

ARTS BARN  
311 Kent Square Rd. 20878-5727
301-258-6394
artsbarn@gaithersburgmd.gov

BENJAMIN GAITHER 
CENTER
80A Bureau Dr. 20878-1430 
301-258-6380
benjamingaithercenter@
gaithersburgmd.gov

CASEY COMMUNITY 
CENTER  
810 S. Frederick Ave. 20877-4102
301-258-6366
caseycomm@gaithersburgmd.gov

COMMUNITY MUSEUM
9 S. Summit Ave. 20877-2071
301-258-6160
museum@gaithersburgmd.gov

CONCERT PAVILION AT 
CITY HALL (seasonal)
31 S. Summit Ave. 20877-2038
301-258-6350

GAITHERSBURG 
YOUTH CENTERS 
     Olde Towne

301 Teachers Way 20877-3422
301-258-6440
yc-oldetowne@
gaithersburgmd.gov

Robertson Park  
801 Rabbitt Rd. 
20878-1657
301-258-6166
yc-robertson@
gaithersburgmd.gov

KENTLANDS MANSION
320 Kent Square Rd. 20878-5726
301-258-6425
kentlandsmansion@
gaithersburgmd.gov

MINIATURE GOLF 
COURSE (seasonal)
514 S. Frederick Ave. 20877-2325
301-258-6420
minigolf@gaithersburgmd.gov

SKATE PARK (seasonal)
510 S. Frederick Ave. 20877-2325
301-258-6359
skatepark@gaithersburgmd.gov  

City Resources & Facilities
gaithersburgmd.gov
A list of direct dial phone numbers and e-mail addresses for employees can be found under 
the “About Gaithersburg” tab on the City’s website.

@GburgMD
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Virtual &
In-person

Activities

The pandemic may have slowed us down, but the 
City of Gaithersburg is gearing up for a delightful 
schedule of virtual and COVID-19-friendly in-person 
programs this fall and winter.

Fresh, Local Produce
Farm-fresh produce and other food items are available 
year round at the Thursday Farmers Market at Casey 
and the Friday Main Street Market in Kentlands. 

Live from the Arts Barn!
We’re live streaming music, theater, comedy and more, in-
cluding cellist Tanya Anisimova; Cool Yule-Holiday Jazz; a 
“Best of the Arts Barn” variety show; and a production of 
The Mountaintop, a fictional depiction of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s last day.

Tell Me a Story
Online stories paired up with some craft activities offer 
a great diversion for little ones. Some include take 
home kits to pick up so you can bring the fun home 
with you. There’ll be special stories for Halloween 
and the December holidays.

All Hallows Eve
Is Gaithersburg haunted? Find out on a virtual Ghostwalk, 
learn about local legends in a virtual Ghost Talk, and enter 
the mind of the Master of the Macabre with Edgar Allen 
Poe-inspired artwork, music and recited poetry, told from 
within the historic (and allegedly haunted) Kentlands 
Mansion.

Sci-Fi Film Festival
Watch the USA premier of the Kinolife Sci-Fi Film Festival, 
the first global “travelling” science fiction and fantasy film 

festival available to watch at home. There’s a discussion be-
fore the film with noted science fiction writer Bob Greenberger.

Holiday Events
We’ll have four different opportunities for a socially distanced 
photo with Santa, plus you can make an appointment to visit 
our Holiday Art Market at the Arts Barn for artisan-made gifts. 
There’ll be a live streamed Cool Yule concert, our own Gaith-
ersburg Chorus will entertain (virtually), and we’ll host a live 
streamed reading of “’Twas the Night Before Christmas” (with 
a very special guest!). And don’t forget Winter Lights, the per-
fect socially distanced holiday event (see ad on back cover).

Virtual Classes and Workshops
Our enriching and energizing recreation classes, art classes, 
workshops and sports continue all year 
long. Some are in-person, some are 
virtual – all of them are engaging!

Explore them all at 

gaithersburgmd.gov
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