REQUEST FOR INFORMATION
NO. 2018-024
CONSTRUCTION ACCESS FOR STREAM RESTORATION PROJECT

TABLE OF CONTENTS
OVERVIEW & OBJECTIVE..................................................................................................................................... 2
CITY PROFILE AND BACKGROUND .................................................................................................................. 2
SUBMISSION OF RESPONSE ................................................................................................................................ 2
RFI SCHEDULE ......................................................................................................................................................... 3
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ........................................................................................................................... 3
ENCLOSURES............................................................................................................................................................ 3

Request for Information No. 2018-024
Construction Access for Stream Restoration Project

Page 1 of 4

OVERVIEW & OBJECTIVE
THIS IS A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (“RFI”) ONLY. This RFI is issued solely for information and
planning purposes – it does not constitute a Request for Proposal (“RFP”) or a promise to issue a
RFP in the future.

The City of Gaithersburg (the “City”) is seeking contractor direction on the best method to gain
construction access to a portion of a stream restoration project. There is a narrow path which is
immediately adjacent to regional pond, so care must be taken to not impact the pond during
construction. There are other physical constraints making it difficult to understand whether path
stabilization, temporary sheeting and shoring, or permanent shoring may be the best option for
access. Therefore, the City is seeking your recommendation on how to provide access, including the
types of vehicles to be used (size and weight), the method of access, and method of temporary or
permanent sheeting/shoring.

This RFI does not commit the City to contract for any supply or service whatsoever. Further, the
City is not at this time seeking proposals and will not accept unsolicited proposals. Respondents
are advised that the City will not pay for any information or costs incurred in response to this RFI;
all costs associated with responding to this RFI will be solely at the respondents’ expense. Not
responding to this RFI does not preclude participation in any future RFP, if any is issued. If a
solicitation is released, it will be advertised on the City’s Procurement webpage.
CITY PROFILE AND BACKGROUND

Gaithersburg is among the largest cities in the State of Maryland, with a population in excess of
67,000, occupying more than 10 square miles within Montgomery County. The City provides many
services including police protection, licensing and permitting, building inspections, recreation and
cultural activities, street maintenance, recycling collection, stormwater management, housing and
community development, and snow removal.

The City operates under the council-manager form of municipal government, with the City Manager
being appointed by the City Council. The Mayor and City Council are elected to staggered four-year
terms; the Mayor serves as Council President. Gaithersburg became a CHARACTER COUNTS! City in
1996. This national ethics education program is based on six pillars of character that people of all
cultures, races and religious affiliations can embrace. The pillars include respect, responsibility,
fairness, caring, trustworthiness and citizenship.
SUBMISSION OF RESPONSE

Recommendations with accompanied markups or reasoning are to be submitted electronically to
the individual named below, no later than the date and time specified in the RFI Schedule.

Respondents do not need to submit copies of MDE Sediment Control standards with their response,
but must reference the standards’ identification in their response. For example, the temporary
access bridge is detail H-4-1.

Proprietary methods such as vendor supplied material, if any, should be minimized and must be
clearly marked. Please be advised that all submissions become the property of the City and will not
be returned.
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Submit Portfolios to:
William Robinson, P.E.
Email: William.Robinson@gaithersburgmd.gov
RFI SCHEDULE
Request for Portfolios Issued Date:
Questions Due Date:
Issuance of Questions/Responses:
Portfolio Due Date:
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

April 20, 2018
May 2, 2018, by 5:00PM
May 4, 2018
May 11, 2018, by 1:00PM

The portion of the stream project is adjacent to Watkins Mill Road and the regional stormwater
pond, Watkins Pond and is located immediately northwest of the intersection of Watkins Mill Road
and Travis Avenue. Access to the main site will be through an existing concrete curb cut at Blohm
Park and brought along an asphalt channel which runs the eastern edge of the pond.

The stream restoration includes a class II rip-rap channel with scour protection pool and rock-step
structures.

More descriptively, the asphalt path begins at 8’ width and narrows to about 6.5’ width near the
stream. Immediately adjacent to the path are steep slopes leading to Watkins Mill Road on the
upslope and Watkins Pond on the downslope. The pond’s ambient wet surface is about 2 to 2.5’
below the path elevation. There is also a Pepco pole adjacent to the asphalt path whose guy wires
are immediately next to the path.
Access must be brought along this asphalt path to the stream; however, the method of bringing
access is dependent on vehicle size and weight and the required widths therein.

The City would like recommendations from you as to:

1. What is the anticipated size and weight of construction vehicle for stream restoration?
2. What is the best method for bringing construction traffic through?

a. Pepco Pole’s Guy wire creates a pinch point of about 8’ wide

i. Temporary relocation of Guy Wire? Note: We'll have to keep it out of the
pond.

b. Path narrows to about 7' near bridge, but side slopes get below 10% for 5' of width.

c. The access path side of the pond is not the dam, so other than impacting the asphalt,
are there other considerations to restore the access path to existing condition?

ENCLOSURES

Several Exhibits, for your use and reference, were created from pictures and current 60% design
plans. They are as follows:
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1. Access Path Constraints: This is a picture of the Existing Path taken from the end of 2017
which has been marked up for additional information.
2. Access Path Inquiry: This is the main RFI document which repeats the questions above and
adds additional information to tie the engineering plan to the picture.

3. Stream Plan View: This is a not-to-scale excerpt of the stream restoration from the 60%
Design Plan which includes notes and call outs for access which ties to the picture exhibits
1 and 2.
4. Sediment Control Plan: This is a not-to-scale excerpt of the Sediment Control Plan which is
the same view as the stream restoration plan. The SEC plan notes the anticipated sediment
control measures and stream access point.
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(to remain and not
be impacted)
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6' Wide Access Path (Asphalt
Path for Pedestrian, assume 3"
thickness, not vehicular rated)

Watkins Mill Road
Public Street ROW

No Shelf off of path, immediate
grading 3:1 down to pond, which
is vertically about 2' down from
path elevation (give or take).
8' Wide Access Path; note: we're
unsure if it's vehicular rated or
not, so let's assume it is not.

Existing Slopes are near
1:1, which may remain (if
untouched/unimpacted).
City will not allow steeper
than 2:1 post construction.

City of Gaithersburg - Construction RFI

Constraints Exhibit for Stream Restoration Access
By: W.Robinson
Date: 04/10/2018
Scale: Not to Scale
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Watkins Mill Road
Public Street ROW

Access Point to Stream is
beyond path.

Path has about 8-9' width then
narrows down to about 6.5' near
the bridge. Side slopes create
difficult passage.
This path is the only acceptable
path to the stream, other side of
pond is infeasible due to trees,
slopes and other physical
impediments.

City of Gaithersburg RFI for Access
1. What is the anticipated size and weight of construction vehicle for stream restoration?
Note: Stream restoration elements include, Class II Rip-Rap Channel, Scour Protection Pool and Rock Step Structures.
2. What is the best method for bringing construction traffic through?
a. Pepco Pole has about 8' wide shelf
i. Temporary relocation of Guy Wire? Note: We'll have to keep it out of the pond.
b. Path narrows to about 7' near bridge, but side slopes get below 10% for 5' of width.
3. This side of the pond is not the dam, so other than impacting the asphalt, are there other considerations to restore the access path to existing condition?
City of Gaithersburg - Construction RFI Construction

Inquiry Exhibit for Stream Restoration Access
By: W.Robinson
Date: 04/10/2018
Scale: Not to Scale
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Approximate
Location of
Pole and Guy
Wire

Rock Step Structures
Rehabilitated RipRap via replacement.

1:1 or greater side slopes

Existing Pedestrian
Bridge

Watkins Pond

Gray, Dashed Line
indicates limit of field run
topography. Location of
Pepco Pole and Guy wires
is approximate.

3:1 side slopes.

City of Gaithersburg - Construction RFI Construction

Stream Restoration Plan and Access Notes
By: W.Robinson
Date: 04/11/2018
Scale: Not to Scale
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This is the anticipated
entrance point into the
stream for restoration work.
Approximate
Location of
Pole and Guy
Wire

Proposed Sediment
Control Measures
of sand bags, and
filter bag discharge.

Stabilized
construction
Entrance's
approximate
location.

City of Gaithersburg - Construction RFI Construction

Sediment Control Plan and Access Notes
By: W.Robinson
Date: 04/11/2018
Scale: Not to Scale

