
From: David Anderson
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Email just sent from Seneca Creek Watershed partners
Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023 4:25:42 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

This email was sent to you to express my wishes as a resident of Germantown on the proposed
redevelopment of Lake Forest Mall. Please especially note the email which was suggested to
send which expresses my view and wishes and also the wishes of anyone who lives in this area
who cares anything about clean air and clean water

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

mailto:davidanderson1952@yahoo.com
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1An8g4DUgWG5sVGeDG4q1ilLHxcx00UCe-TSJIZXVScXW8naykbLX3zsUWPuao7ZFpk_1WQAklSbER02RLrHPr6OwnaNro7NQj-YjPtbkVSA3HyDWayKz_3iBt8TtT0iVWs1kw4SXM7XIR4kGOAblJixYJN1GKCA-qoNS1E6hP8WHD_kbRgT21D3o6CX5shdEdLFzmNjd6pQLlgFTytYf-THnG9qky55W-tXPW0tf_q_VyKECYlwtaJj_u5Tfa3U0/https%3A%2F%2Fgo.onelink.me%2F107872968%3Fpid%3DInProduct%26c%3DGlobal_Internal_YGrowth_AndroidEmailSig__AndroidUsers%26af_wl%3Dym%26af_sub1%3DInternal%26af_sub2%3DGlobal_YGrowth%26af_sub3%3DEmailSignature
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From: Alyssa Alban
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Sunday, February 5, 2023 9:48:39 AM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I would like
to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan that I think would
greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes about half
of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with tributaries such as
Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch constitute the northern portion of
Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact on the
water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable, functional
and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant sustainable community’
spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to achieve these
goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of Montgomery
Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on Russell Avenue in the
proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall development and
includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone species upon which huge
numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful pine tree patch on the east side of
the property. Retaining mature trees provides the “sense of place” referred to by the developers
as being so desirable – and such natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or
75 year old tree requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development,
mature trees should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a
non-attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff, and
heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer new housing

mailto:abalban67@gmail.com
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
rrobinson
PCA - Joint MCC / PC Exhibit



units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy 6-lane Montgomery
Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for Solitaire
Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40 acres for Watkins Mill
interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100 trees at 700 Frederick Rd and
Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees all the more important, as all these losses
will impact the health of the Seneca Creek watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory plantings, have
permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the commercial
acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In addition, the City should
also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer as was done for Crown Farm
Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but this includes existing stormwater ponds
and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with little public open space or natural areas except
stormwater ponds. No significant new green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas
will be paved and built on, and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit
center, so open and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to nearby
public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical and mental
health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall parking
lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the pipe moved, and the
stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since asphalt will be removed and the
area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity to create a beautiful natural feature. The
newly accessible stream would also allow more flexible stormwater management and improved
water quality downstream. Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas.
Here’s a link to a stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example
of what can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-
and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space for our
entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve wooded areas and
improve stormwater management will add beauty and create places to walk/run, and be
rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-uC1rMuk-5-uy1luXz5idTEZ-qd8qvMwdHXO25WkbvHhrnfLCHmw15R9AntaO3LL-0rn8uTe0cdxzZ7BxnWdEbyjA1kHcaMQhVdZKYl64GEkGJYwpe0wnkHCOh6NlL61-3dNRXWf2VCjCwM4AXmfuH5NwcwvXXaLGUempro7w32TnoRScnXPqu61zT2_sKMvtzgsc0MxxYykrzmlwk1ezYeWSckvtOuen5gt_ZgdvCQUPRQ0jAfbToZSjU0YGB-i/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-uC1rMuk-5-uy1luXz5idTEZ-qd8qvMwdHXO25WkbvHhrnfLCHmw15R9AntaO3LL-0rn8uTe0cdxzZ7BxnWdEbyjA1kHcaMQhVdZKYl64GEkGJYwpe0wnkHCOh6NlL61-3dNRXWf2VCjCwM4AXmfuH5NwcwvXXaLGUempro7w32TnoRScnXPqu61zT2_sKMvtzgsc0MxxYykrzmlwk1ezYeWSckvtOuen5gt_ZgdvCQUPRQ0jAfbToZSjU0YGB-i/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


Alyssa Alban



From: David Anderson
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Fw: TAKE ACTION–Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023 4:34:18 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: "Muddy Branch Alliance and Seneca Creek Watershed Partners"
<muddybranchalliance@gmail.com>
To: "davidanderson1952@yahoo.com" <davidanderson1952@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sat, Feb 4, 2023 at 1:59 PM
Subject: TAKE ACTION–Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan

View this email in your browser

mailto:davidanderson1952@yahoo.com
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
https://secure-web.cisco.com/17_SlSfmzBF4GzZZWJlNyhgB1E1W6rSWrpgtJ3xdyDqyvXdHJr8-7Gy7IcHJYSwKK2HaVIUNyoIGvb1Ubq_IOWx209vKnQw7lyuf7gfhJBFAXmCBFm-WCSI2419deyCUKMAHD758R4_SNPnyTRvr6g8IjOvZb1TYRtKg-UX_jzkGkIKHxrHMzXpn0VD6bMu7c0l9-E3vtRr9bXSHVXY_T3kNKdWZIP-tHc4ddjpGEWWC5i4pC0Sdbn-QwkiTLbRwS/https%3A%2F%2Fgo.onelink.me%2F107872968%3Fpid%3DInProduct%26c%3DGlobal_Internal_YGrowth_AndroidEmailSig__AndroidUsers%26af_wl%3Dym%26af_sub1%3DInternal%26af_sub2%3DGlobal_YGrowth%26af_sub3%3DEmailSignature
https://mailchi.mp/b744dd0e211a/lake-forest-redevelopment-plan?e=a3f9e1c122
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Logo

Let’s make our voices heard!
We have an awesome opportunity to advocate for our watershed community just by
sending a quick email. Read on to see how!

The former Lake Forest Mall is being redeveloped—something of interest to
Seneca Creek Watershed Partners as it's in our watershed, and to the Muddy Branch
Alliance because many are residents of Gaithersburg, and this is a 100+ acre
project under the City's jurisdiction. 

Extensive information about the Lake Forest redevelopment plan is available on the
City’s website. A public hearing was held on January 17 with the City Council at
which our members and leaders, Deby Sarabia, Janette Rosenbaum, Merikay Smith
and others testified. The core of our message was:

1. Protect the 1.7 acres of mature trees along with as many of the other

https://muddybranch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=79495ef41d2593218c8f1ce11&id=c8810bc4bd&e=a3f9e1c122


mature trees on the site as possible;

2. Keep the current stormwater ponds;

3. Create more open green space (in the current plan green space may actually
decrease while 1,600 housing units bring population to a densely developed
area);

4. Daylight Walker's Run, a stream which currently is piped underground.

We feel that having Walker's Run above ground provides an opportunity to
create a linear park with native plant landscaping, better stormwater
management, and a walking path linking the stream, ponds, and wood areas.

Speak up for our watershed—by email!
If you support these changes, email City Hall at cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov!
We’ve included an email that you can copy, paste and sign below.

Public comment on this plan closes by Feb. 17 so if you would like to email the
Mayor or City Council, do so soon.

A personal message will also make a great impact, so if you have a little extra time,
please add your own heartfelt words!

This message can also be sent through the City Council Website form under
“Contact” by clicking their email address.

This email is a slightly amended version of the awesome letter sent by President
Merikay Smith from Seneca Creek Watershed Partners in January.

Here’s our suggested email.
To: cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov

[Subject Line:] Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan

[Today’s Date]

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

https://muddybranch.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=79495ef41d2593218c8f1ce11&id=d185462060&e=a3f9e1c122


As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I
would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local
ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-
point of Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct
impact on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even
temperature in our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to
achieve these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3
on Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree
requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature
trees should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as
a non-attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter
(Gaithersburg West Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air
quality, stormwater runoff, and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the



1.7-acre grove, will also buffer new housing units from the lights and sounds of the
nearby fire station and the busy 6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40
acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and
100 trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these
trees all the more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca
Creek watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the
developer as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open
space but this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and
clubhouse with little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds.
No significant new green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be
paved and built on, and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit
center, so open and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units
bring additional population to an already densely developed area with little
access to nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its
positive physical and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the
mall parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up,
the pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground.
Since asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary
opportunity to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would
also allow more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality
downstream. Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas.
Here’s a link to a stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a
local example of what can be done:
https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-and-
restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a
space for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve



wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create
places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

[Your Address]

[Option to identify Seneca Creek Watershed Partners, Muddy Branch Alliance,
Watt’s Branch, etc.]
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Copyright (C) 2023 Muddy Branch Alliance. All rights reserved.
You are receiving this email because you indicated an interest in our fledgling organization. 

Our mailing address is:

Muddy Branch Alliance
19 Turnham Lane

Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878

Add us to your address book

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe

Email Marketing Powered by Mailchimp

https://muddybranch.us2.list-manage.com/vcard?u=79495ef41d2593218c8f1ce11&id=bb74ce4b22
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From: Denyse Baker
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan Public Comment
Date: Sunday, February 5, 2023 8:26:45 AM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s
environment. I would like to express some desired changes to the Lake
Forest Redevelopment Plan that I think would greatly benefit our
community and the wellbeing of our local ecosystem.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a
direct impact on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution
levels, and even temperature in our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is
sustainable, functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time
and be the ‘vibrant sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg
Master Plan (8/18/2021) on redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the
City to achieve these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the
intersection of Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road,
and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on Russell Avenue in the proposed
redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest
Mall development and includes at least four native species of mature oak,
a keystone species upon which huge numbers of other species depend.
There is also a beautiful pine tree patch on the east side of the property.
Retaining mature trees provides the “sense of place” referred to by the
developers as being so desirable – and such natural amenities cannot be
purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree requires time to create!
Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees should be

mailto:denysebaker@me.com
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
rrobinson
PCA - Joint MCC / PC Exhibit



incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a
non-attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter
(Gaithersburg West Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems
of air quality, stormwater runoff, and heat island effects. Retaining trees,
especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer new housing units from the
lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy 6-lane
Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses due to authorized development stand in
stark contract  to restrictions for homeowners in Gaithersburg and  make
retaining these trees all the more important, as all these losses will
impact the health of the Seneca Creek watershed.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of
the commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest
Master Plan. In addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of
park land from the developer as was done for Crown Farm Park. The
current plan proposes 35% open space but this includes existing
stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with little
public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No
significant new green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas
will be paved and built on, and the small pond will be removed and
replaced by the transit center, so open and green space may actually
decrease while 1,600 housing units bring additional population to an
already densely developed area with little access to nearby public
parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical
and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an
attractive linear park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under
Odenthal Road and the mall parking lot before reaching the ponds. The
plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the pipe moved, and the stream
redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since asphalt will be
removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity to
create a beautiful natural feature which will support habitat diversity and
give more local families access to natural outdoor spaces. 

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in



creating a space for our entire community at Lake Forest. These
recommendations to preserve wooded areas and improve stormwater
management will add beauty and create places to walk/run, and be
rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,
Denyse Baker
132 Treehaven St
Gaithersburg 



From: Jess Berrellez
To: CityHall External Mail; Aldo Berrellez
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023 9:58:39 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As constituents and local residents, we care deeply about our region’s environment.
We would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment
Plan that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local
ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of
Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, our key requests to help the City to achieve these
goal are:
1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of Montgomery
Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on Russell Avenue in
the proposed redevelopment.
2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the commercial
acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. 
3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear park. 

We are thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a
space for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve
wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create
places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking our comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

mailto:jessica.berrellez@gmail.com
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
mailto:adberrellez@yahoo.com
rrobinson
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Jess & Al Berrellez
16552 Sioux Lane
Gaithersburg, MD 20878



From: Marney Bruce
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023 2:03:20 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding.

To: cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
[Subject Line:] Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan 
[Today’s Date]
Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I
would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local
ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch constitute
the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of Seneca’s
large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to achieve
these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment. 

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree requires
time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees should
be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff,

mailto:marneyb3@gmail.com
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
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and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer
new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy 6-
lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40 acres
for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100 trees at
700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees all the
more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek
watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer
as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but
this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with
little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new
green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved and built on,
and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open and
green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring additional
population to an already densely developed area with little access to nearby public
parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical and mental
health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the
pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since
asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity
to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow
more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream. Paths
could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a stream
daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what can be
done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-and-
restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space
for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve wooded
areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create places to
walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature. 

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration. 

Sincerely,
Marney Bruce
4541 Windsor Lane
Bethesda, MD 20814

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1X_QiYDwBx8gOjFStxzuMqA_NdbcljII1TUZ_M4LPCSQv15txFIYX9uLoUGoYmMZ8Y_kI6n6cd4fgltANbI-fohkVbrVpvU6TpvCqmNNuZT7M8u7ydFgKsumpUpr5AmdNTwBd-tG4g4FD_1ElsaIoqp01Oi6hDk-t7NirvFhdkV-kQridNbD3OsJ7c1Zu6XXJqhuHfZgY6MA_kUInnorDbqRRpQ2fGDbfNdH8DLSRbKKeGIGUFj5KfTgxdu23wZjK/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1X_QiYDwBx8gOjFStxzuMqA_NdbcljII1TUZ_M4LPCSQv15txFIYX9uLoUGoYmMZ8Y_kI6n6cd4fgltANbI-fohkVbrVpvU6TpvCqmNNuZT7M8u7ydFgKsumpUpr5AmdNTwBd-tG4g4FD_1ElsaIoqp01Oi6hDk-t7NirvFhdkV-kQridNbD3OsJ7c1Zu6XXJqhuHfZgY6MA_kUInnorDbqRRpQ2fGDbfNdH8DLSRbKKeGIGUFj5KfTgxdu23wZjK/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


From: Mike Bucci
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Lake forest redevelopment
Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023 2:17:32 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Along with looking at materials the City has provided, I have read through the
materials from the Muddy Branch Alliance, and agree wholeheartedly with their
suggestions, knowing this is an opportunity to be most things for most people project. 
As a proud Gaithersburg-a green city-resident, and former Citizen of the Year, please
ensure these are part of the redevelopment plan.

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue.
2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan.
3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park.

Mike Bucci
114 Woodland Road 
Gaithersburg MD 20877
2407806235

mailto:bucci114@verizon.net
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
tel:2407806235
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From: Pam Carlson
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Tuesday, February 7, 2023 11:00:35 AM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding.

 
2/7/2023

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I would like
to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan that I think would
greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes about half
of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with tributaries such as
Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch constitute the northern portion of
Gaithersburg with LakeForest Mall at a mid-point of Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact on the
water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable, functional
and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant sustainable community’
spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to achieve these
goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of Montgomery
Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on Russell Avenue in the
proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall development and
includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone species upon which huge
numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful pine tree patch on the east side of
the property. Retaining mature trees provides the “sense of place” referred to by the developers
as being so desirable – and such natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or
75 year old tree requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development,
mature trees should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a
non-attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff, and
heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer new housing
units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy 6-lane Montgomery
Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for Solitaire
Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40 acres for Watkins Mill

mailto:carlsonfamily2@gmail.com
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
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interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100 trees at 700 Frederick Rd and
Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees all the more important, as all these losses
will impact the health of the Seneca Creek watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory plantings, have
permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the commercial
acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In addition, the City should
also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer as was done for Crown Farm
Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but this includes existing stormwater ponds
and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with little public open space or natural areas except
stormwater ponds. No significant new green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas
will be paved and built on, and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit
center, so open andgreen space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to nearby
public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical and mental
health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall parking
lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the pipe moved, and the
stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since asphalt will be removed and the
area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity to create a beautiful natural feature. The
newly accessible stream would also allow more flexible stormwater management and improved
water quality downstream. Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas.
Here’s a link to a stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example
of what can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-
and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space for our
entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve wooded areas and
improve stormwater management will add beauty and create places to walk/run, and be
rejuvenated in nature. 

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration. 

Sincerely,

Pamela Carlsn
9440 Emory Grove Road
Gaithersburg, MD  20877

 Seneca Creek Watershed Partners, Muddy Branch Alliance, Watt’s Branch, etc.]

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1OyIu_79aJKZ5GsMPk3ifwj6w3DvJNNHJkBFWu5pn_DDwzw0lHUfw-V6jJA6lf9mxItbMtUoUzMZ3nY7FJoqDM65mSsjtOs50SmbHW-oARj9KL9-0XWuhchYlT_12n8mv_cKOGFUHSFBntGzyJPOGlKXo7dq13ZDr6QfvmeNHfmMvsMxRCfaIvbsrDxNklCfisMyDcpN95vWd4QsBNomdo3eD-qH4n_fdakTURxJwWDO-Ja-LLjILw4MVBMADM-NS/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1OyIu_79aJKZ5GsMPk3ifwj6w3DvJNNHJkBFWu5pn_DDwzw0lHUfw-V6jJA6lf9mxItbMtUoUzMZ3nY7FJoqDM65mSsjtOs50SmbHW-oARj9KL9-0XWuhchYlT_12n8mv_cKOGFUHSFBntGzyJPOGlKXo7dq13ZDr6QfvmeNHfmMvsMxRCfaIvbsrDxNklCfisMyDcpN95vWd4QsBNomdo3eD-qH4n_fdakTURxJwWDO-Ja-LLjILw4MVBMADM-NS/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


From: Lorie
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 7:13:41 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I
would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local
ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of
Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to
achieve these goals are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50- or 75-year-old tree
requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees
should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff,
and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer
new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy

mailto:loriecoston@hotmail.com
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6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40
acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100
trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees
all the more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek
watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer
as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but
this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with
little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new
green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved and built on,
and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open
and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to
nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical
and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the
pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since
asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity
to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow
more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream.
Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a
stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what
can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-
and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space
for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve
wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create
places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,
Lorie Coston      

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1tjSZAP_zCxOsaKXaAIKIgmzx-5WMVey2IsS0Xen1XwrSCbKil7IfN4N6ndtLH7wDqCawveCRFV4a875llNzNpUeTpL2CVmg3iMZ66ZnlZlF0KJgL6LZc3a1uopQFUHfG3KGC_ebxFDehU4FaPbEtS_RR3wUmaqnNH6UzjegRffVPgVro_53_8_p6yBWMwCmrQw9b-2WFwanVoeSDvXJ9jNcvuq0HzTChoidoCesirMA66G5NKTXuvfqxrvWnRMiT/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1tjSZAP_zCxOsaKXaAIKIgmzx-5WMVey2IsS0Xen1XwrSCbKil7IfN4N6ndtLH7wDqCawveCRFV4a875llNzNpUeTpL2CVmg3iMZ66ZnlZlF0KJgL6LZc3a1uopQFUHfG3KGC_ebxFDehU4FaPbEtS_RR3wUmaqnNH6UzjegRffVPgVro_53_8_p6yBWMwCmrQw9b-2WFwanVoeSDvXJ9jNcvuq0HzTChoidoCesirMA66G5NKTXuvfqxrvWnRMiT/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


12622 Timonium Terrace, North Potomac
Muddy Branch Alliance Member



From: dunnz@starpower.net
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 2:56:21 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

February 6, 2023

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,
 
As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I would like
to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan that I think would
greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local ecosystem.
 
The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes about half
of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with tributaries such as
Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch constitute the northern portion of
Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of Seneca’s large watershed.
 
What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact on the
water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in our
watershed.
 
You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable, functional
and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant sustainable community’
spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.
 
Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to achieve these
goal are:
 
1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of Montgomery
Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on Russell Avenue in the
proposed redevelopment.
 
The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall development and
includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone species upon which huge
numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful pine tree patch on the east side of
the property. Retaining mature trees provides the “sense of place” referred to by the
developers as being so desirable – and such natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price
– a 50 or 75 year old tree requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the
development, mature trees should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been
identified as a non-attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter
(Gaithersburg West Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality,
stormwater runoff, and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will
also buffer new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the
busy 6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

mailto:dunnz@starpower.net
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The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for Solitaire
Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40 acres for Watkins Mill
interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100 trees at 700 Frederick Rd and
Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees all the more important, as all these
losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek watershed.
 
Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory plantings, have
permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.
 
2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the commercial
acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In addition, the City should
also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer as was done for Crown Farm
Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but this includes existing stormwater ponds
and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with little public open space or natural areas except
stormwater ponds. No significant new green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas
will be paved and built on, and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit
center, so open and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to nearby
public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical and mental
health benefits is a concern.
 
3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall parking
lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the pipe moved, and the
stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since asphalt will be removed and the
area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity to create a beautiful natural feature. The
newly accessible stream would also allow more flexible stormwater management and
improved water quality downstream. Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and
woodland areas. Here’s a link to a stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed,
as a local example of what can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-
of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/
 
I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space for our
entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve wooded areas and
improve stormwater management will add beauty and create places to walk/run, and be
rejuvenated in nature.
 
Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.
 
Sincerely,

Susan Dunnell
11215 Dewey Road
Kensington, MD 20895

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Nz2MSmFwpbwIcURmTLcK1vnZSLMM_WHemyR7DabaIUtW-3iRS8iJwk_QBw3jHCz2I_xqHmAmUPhkyYl5NCI2PfObsQYKw_vWB9JTZqIHwrtGAC0s8suLFyA3X4PUMhSqHXD1-I9jB3_zLXxqsZSE78xLrW3lazZshUl665jEnHsw2tT13Z1G1G9OY7SrHmU3D5hvGwMDjfpIpFuZ7CxC-F-bpT0zCXjF4oUQ2qUKiCWCFfFgeWvJvxBV761UeWck/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1Nz2MSmFwpbwIcURmTLcK1vnZSLMM_WHemyR7DabaIUtW-3iRS8iJwk_QBw3jHCz2I_xqHmAmUPhkyYl5NCI2PfObsQYKw_vWB9JTZqIHwrtGAC0s8suLFyA3X4PUMhSqHXD1-I9jB3_zLXxqsZSE78xLrW3lazZshUl665jEnHsw2tT13Z1G1G9OY7SrHmU3D5hvGwMDjfpIpFuZ7CxC-F-bpT0zCXjF4oUQ2qUKiCWCFfFgeWvJvxBV761UeWck/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


From: Leyla Esfandiary
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Sunday, February 5, 2023 8:52:03 AM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply
about our region’s environment. I would like to
express some desired changes to the Lake Forest
Redevelopment Plan that I think would greatly
benefit our community and the wellbeing of our
local ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of
Montgomery County and includes about half of
Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle
Great Seneca with tributaries such as Whetstone
Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg
with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of Seneca’s
large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+
acre plot will have a direct impact on the water
quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels,
and even temperature in our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a
development that is sustainable, functional and
beautiful, that will increase in value over time and
be the ‘vibrant sustainable community’ spoken of
in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

mailto:siamak_leyla@hotmail.com
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Along with others in my community, my key
requests to help the City to achieve these goal
are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest
grove at the intersection of Montgomery
Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the
0.50-acre pond #3 on Russell Avenue in the
proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the
original Lake Forest Mall development and
includes at least four native species of mature oak,
a keystone species upon which huge numbers of
other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property.
Retaining mature trees provides the “sense of
place” referred to by the developers as being so
desirable – and such natural amenities cannot be
purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree
requires time to create! Wherever possible
throughout the development, mature trees should
be incorporated into the design. The project area
has been identified as a non-attainment area for
ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter
(Gaithersburg West Master Plan). Removing trees
will increase problems of air quality, stormwater
runoff, and heat island effects. Retaining trees,
especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer new
housing units from the lights and sounds of the
nearby fire station and the busy 6-lane
Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg
(including 3 acres of woodland for Solitaire Court
stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream
restoration, 40 acres for Watkins Mill interchange,
44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100



trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village
Ave) make retaining these trees all the more
important, as all these losses will impact the health
of the Seneca Creek watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity
to add attractive understory plantings, have
permeable surface walking trails, and remove
invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential
acreage, and 25% of the commercial acreage,
as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master
Plan. In addition, the City should also negotiate
the acquisition of park land from the developer as
was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan
proposes 35% open space but this includes
existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA
pool and clubhouse with little public open space or
natural areas except stormwater ponds. No
significant new green space is currently
planned.Existing natural areas will be paved and
built on, and the small pond will be removed and
replaced by the transit center, so open and green
spacemay actually decrease while 1,600
housing units bring additional population to an
already densely developed area with little
access to nearby public parks. Equity in the
distribution of green space with its positive
physical and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and
landscape it as an attractive linear
park.Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe
under Odenthal Road and the mall parking lot
before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the
pipe to be dug up, the pipe moved, and the stream
redirected into the relocated pipe underground.



Since asphalt will be removed and the area
redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity to
create a beautiful natural feature. The newly
accessible stream would also allow more flexible
stormwater management and improved water
quality downstream. Paths could connect this
linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a
link to a stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock
Creek watershed, as a local example of what can
be
done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-
of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-
park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council
and developers in creating a space for our entire
community at Lake Forest. These
recommendations to preserve wooded areas and
improve stormwater management will add beauty
and create places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated
in nature. 

Thank you so much for taking my comments into
consideration. 

Sincerely,
Leyla Esfandiary
117 Treehaven Street
Gaithersburg, MD 20877



From: Luis Fermin
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 9:12:04 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I
would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local
ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of
Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to
achieve these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment. 

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree
requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees
should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff,

mailto:luisfermin87@gmail.com
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and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer
new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy
6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40
acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100
trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees
all the more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek
watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer
as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but
this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with
little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new
green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved and built on,
and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open
and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to
nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical
and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the
pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since
asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity
to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow
more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream.
Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a
stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what
can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-
and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space
for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve
wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create
places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature. 

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely, 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1R5561jmc24BSkv2eV1uBtVRfPe5IyvarLce1D0qqxxnnWbslmg9amz5a5FRbToILEgimCwC2AnbAIX7FtaqgyIkg9uHJO4gJqTbtxMpPuC7hxmtOXQ7h90AE7aU667orbqOeiA-qK9dBMJN8ErZpfp8bRB7xRjI5vA3giONI3PPGQX2VWRYWweU6IpEanpMTBTMAM5lVWVvo4eGXOfTayap-1kMJWr4Bc5uC54tjGNIRkmOplLDgNAktAdw9vxz9/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1R5561jmc24BSkv2eV1uBtVRfPe5IyvarLce1D0qqxxnnWbslmg9amz5a5FRbToILEgimCwC2AnbAIX7FtaqgyIkg9uHJO4gJqTbtxMpPuC7hxmtOXQ7h90AE7aU667orbqOeiA-qK9dBMJN8ErZpfp8bRB7xRjI5vA3giONI3PPGQX2VWRYWweU6IpEanpMTBTMAM5lVWVvo4eGXOfTayap-1kMJWr4Bc5uC54tjGNIRkmOplLDgNAktAdw9vxz9/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


Luis Fermin
115 Coral Reef Ter
Gaithersburg 
Muddy Branch Alliance Board Member 



From: Dale Hall
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment: Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023 9:36:40 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

I am writing to support the recommendations of local conservation and environmental groups
regarding the redevelopment of Lake Forest.

I’m not going to copy and paste a long email that you will receive from many other concerned
citizens. In short, I urge you to:

- Retain the forest grove and pond #3 as part of the plan.

- Follow the Lake Forest Master Plan guidelines to dedicate at least 40% of the total
residential acreage, and 25% of the commercial acreage, as open space. 

- Restore Walker’s Run as a functioning, natural water course, as the centerpiece of a linear
park.

These proposals are quite reasonable and will not only improve environmental quality, they
will enhance the quality of life in an area where growth must be accompanied by measures
that will provide local residents with attractive, safe, and healthy outdoor spaces.

Sincerely,
Dale Hall
16408 Equestrian Lane
Derwood, MD 20855

mailto:dhall820@gmail.com
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From: Mike Honig
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Lake Forest redevelopment "Public Comment"
Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023 2:30:00 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and Gaithersburg City Council,

As a local area resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment and quality of
life. I am a longtime member of both community service groups (that advocate for the
less fortunate members of our community) and groups that work to protect and
improve our public spaces, streams and woodlands.  

As such, I would like to express some enhancements to the Lake Forest
Redevelopment Plan that would greatly benefit our community and the well-being of
local ecosystems.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with the Lake Forest site at a mid-point
of Seneca’s large watershed.  Both of these streams flow directly into the Potomac
River and thus are critical contributors to our water quality, and also provide some of
the best recreational opportunities for our residents.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed zone.

I encourage you to seize this opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021).

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to
achieve these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the

mailto:mikehonig@aol.com
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
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“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree
requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees
should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff,
and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer
new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy
6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40
acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100
trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees
all the more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek
watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer
as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but
this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with
little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new
green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved and built on,
and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open
and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to
nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical
and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the
pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since
asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity
to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow
more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream.
Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a
stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what
can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-
and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space
for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve
wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create



places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature.  This is the type of win-win that will
have lasting value for generations to come.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Best regards,
Michael Honig
14013 Saddleview Dr.
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
(301) 351-8524
mikehonig@aol.com



From: M H
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023 3:42:31 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

02/04/2023
Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I
would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local
ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of
Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to
achieve these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree
requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees
should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
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Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff,
and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer
new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy
6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40
acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100
trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees
all the more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek
watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer
as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but
this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with
little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new
green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved and built on,
and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open
and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to
nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical
and mental health benefits is a concern. In the days of servier climate change, trees
and proper water retention and drainage are one the top list of maintaining
sustainable and safe city living in our area.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the
pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since
asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity
to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow
more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream.
Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a
stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what
can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-
and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space
for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve
wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create
places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1WsqVeyVJH7fM_uGS9qjSSTP9ozacVzs687GCQRUuNySbr-xCA738gwCINvWcSz6WFllNB3A9YWMYhetDkJd2oy2RIJuhNCcPB4q6DRGGJyxFlk-V8TvPQqj8l8uDRjeKobN1WFI4BWZakocJpVNNXZuqg9evdTeLaHssYvkKKV4jxsTWgN0e0mJ7mS2SWoUt8T8g9HyYNL_D9xsPPRAZOcC3dudNopXpkbKsqXX4JzvsvVJiX-1wERojroKG3odJ/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1WsqVeyVJH7fM_uGS9qjSSTP9ozacVzs687GCQRUuNySbr-xCA738gwCINvWcSz6WFllNB3A9YWMYhetDkJd2oy2RIJuhNCcPB4q6DRGGJyxFlk-V8TvPQqj8l8uDRjeKobN1WFI4BWZakocJpVNNXZuqg9evdTeLaHssYvkKKV4jxsTWgN0e0mJ7mS2SWoUt8T8g9HyYNL_D9xsPPRAZOcC3dudNopXpkbKsqXX4JzvsvVJiX-1wERojroKG3odJ/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


Sincerely,
Magi Hsu
19 Beacon Hill Way
Gaithersburg, MD 20878
Muddy Branch Alliance



From: lkuentz
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Lake Forest Redevelopment
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 9:37:35 AM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council.

 I am a long time local resident and I'm much concerned about the redevelopment of Lake
Forest Mall. The City has the opportunity to create an environment and natural habitat
beneficial to birds, insects, other animals and the human population.

 Rather than ornamental shrubs and trees for landscaping, I suggest using oak trees and native
plants. Both support many species of wildlife and pollinators provide for a healthy
environment.

 Parking lot "islands" could become small oases for many species of birds and pollinators.

 For valuable information I refer you to HomeGrownNationalPark.org.

 I hope that security lighting can be kept to a minimum, as they disrupt the circadian rhythms
of birds, insects, and humans. The harmful effects of nightlights can be found at these two
links:

https://www.darksky.org/light-pollution/wildlife/

https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/light-pollution

 Thank you for your concern and consideration.

Leonard Kuentz 
8 Melvin Street Apt P031 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Sent from my Galaxy

mailto:lkuentz@verizon.net
mailto:cityhall@gaithersburgmd.gov
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From: lkuentz
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Lake Forest Redevelopment
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 8:59:37 AM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I would like
to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan that I think would
greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes about half
of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with tributaries such as
Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch constitute the northern portion of
Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact on the
water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in our
watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable, functional
and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant sustainable community’
spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to achieve these
goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of Montgomery
Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on Russell Avenue in the
proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall development and
includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone species upon which huge
numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful pine tree patch on the east side of
the property. Retaining mature trees provides the “sense of place” referred to by the
developers as being so desirable – and such natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price
– a 50 or 75 year old tree requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the
development, mature trees should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been
identified as a non-attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter
(Gaithersburg West Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality,
stormwater runoff, and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will
also buffer new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the
busy 6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for Solitaire
Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40 acres for Watkins Mill
interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100 trees at 700 Frederick Rd and

mailto:lkuentz@verizon.net
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Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees all the more important, as all these
losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory plantings, have
permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the commercial
acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In addition, the City should
also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer as was done for Crown Farm
Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but this includes existing stormwater ponds
and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with little public open space or natural areas except
stormwater ponds. No significant new green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas
will be paved and built on, and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit
center, so open and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to nearby
public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical and mental
health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear park.
Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall parking lot
before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the pipe moved, and the
stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since asphalt will be removed and the
area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity to create a beautiful natural feature. The
newly accessible stream would also allow more flexible stormwater management and
improved water quality downstream. Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and
woodland areas. Here’s a link to a stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed,
as a local example of what can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-
of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space for our
entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve wooded areas and
improve stormwater management will add beauty and create places to walk/run, and be
rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

Leonard Kuentz 
8 Melvin Street Apt P031 
Gaithersburg MD 20877

Sent from my Galaxy

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1SaMpWYGdv2cpKbTErsR1qMIwx3_BpZnuXiPI_y_rQ0Ji5GLfeTkiKErtWxecBTrys7fREeaXfd7dQo6sfPL1vKfSYlDEVA58fAv0G8bzHkHUMSL-Mffxm4qiRA7X-2E_JEwKg-4XlzgavaqXIkmeTN9rzOUrV7DavIGfZyHUAsdh1-G2gURwX_PhW4QXtWKFMSAcGSHuh0bbSKc_7-upkgfMKM1bt6-O2n7sQCmEGkylkk4pc9hXZFB4s-9rbaBg/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1SaMpWYGdv2cpKbTErsR1qMIwx3_BpZnuXiPI_y_rQ0Ji5GLfeTkiKErtWxecBTrys7fREeaXfd7dQo6sfPL1vKfSYlDEVA58fAv0G8bzHkHUMSL-Mffxm4qiRA7X-2E_JEwKg-4XlzgavaqXIkmeTN9rzOUrV7DavIGfZyHUAsdh1-G2gURwX_PhW4QXtWKFMSAcGSHuh0bbSKc_7-upkgfMKM1bt6-O2n7sQCmEGkylkk4pc9hXZFB4s-9rbaBg/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary


From: Suzanne Leonard
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment--Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Sunday, February 5, 2023 10:12:46 AM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I
would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local
ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a midpoint of
Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to
achieve these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree
requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees
should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
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Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff,
and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer
new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy
6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40
acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100
trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees
all the more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek
watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer
as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but
this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with
little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new
green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved and built on,
and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open
and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to
nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical
and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the
pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since
asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity
to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow
more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream.
Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a
stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what
can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-
and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space
for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve
wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create
places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1v4q-hEwM-junGPROh-hEPAaNcgOOvVIIWZc_PBQ_8yU0PPaNhu27TGqsmn35USvDEkxKCH1_g6Tubq0ndecbKDpqxEJMaWhwSZ4w1aLbU3Dw1j3WyfjB6_E28otYOybclutSwH4Vo7-QtfJzrDIjmuAHrX98pmkIA1WsopGwfaMiaRrwN4hOwFJw6miqAzEkRr94lPcqv1ly1A97sCSycILir2Nhj8DsRkZ-p9mAWDG3DvyNk7YawQkHxsbkcSO2/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1v4q-hEwM-junGPROh-hEPAaNcgOOvVIIWZc_PBQ_8yU0PPaNhu27TGqsmn35USvDEkxKCH1_g6Tubq0ndecbKDpqxEJMaWhwSZ4w1aLbU3Dw1j3WyfjB6_E28otYOybclutSwH4Vo7-QtfJzrDIjmuAHrX98pmkIA1WsopGwfaMiaRrwN4hOwFJw6miqAzEkRr94lPcqv1ly1A97sCSycILir2Nhj8DsRkZ-p9mAWDG3DvyNk7YawQkHxsbkcSO2/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


Suzanne Leonard
945 Hillside Lake Ter., Gaithersburg
member Muddy Branch Alliance



From: Susan L
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 12:09:49 AM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I would like to express some
desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan that I think would greatly benefit our
community and the wellbeing of our local ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes about half
of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with tributaries such as
Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch constitute the northern portion of
Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact on the
water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in our
watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable, functional
and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant sustainable community’
spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to achieve these goal
are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of Montgomery Village
Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on Russell Avenue in the proposed
redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall development and
includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone species upon which huge
numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful pine tree patch on the east side of
the property. Retaining mature trees provides the “sense of place” referred to by the
developers as being so desirable – and such natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price
– a 50 or 75 year old tree requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the
development, mature trees should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been
identified as a non-attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter
(Gaithersburg West Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality,
stormwater runoff, and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will
also buffer new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the
busy 6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for Solitaire
Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40 acres for Watkins Mill
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interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100 trees at 700 Frederick Rd and
Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees all the more important, as all these
losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory plantings, have
permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the commercial acreage,
as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In addition, the City should also negotiate
the acquisition of park land from the developer as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current
plan proposes 35% open space but this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential
HOA pool and clubhouse with little public open space or natural areas except stormwater
ponds. No significant new green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be
paved and built on, and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so
open and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring additional
population to an already densely developed area with little access to nearby public parks.
Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical and mental health benefits is
a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear park. Walker’s
Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall parking lot before
reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the pipe moved, and the stream
redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since asphalt will be removed and the area
redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly
accessible stream would also allow more flexible stormwater management and improved
water quality downstream. Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas.
Here’s a link to a stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local
example of what can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-
branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space for our
entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve wooded areas and
improve stormwater management will add beauty and create places to walk/run, and be
rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

Susan Loewy
14321 Night Hawk Way, Gaithersburg, MD 20878

Muddy Branch Alliance, 
Wild ones National Capital area 

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1yhAJl_HsyNH0JrReRgY4WCqrEkiudWNSmGaL4ViuwijicFEaL6FXtcdxFiYm6By-EjWebMU_I8u32Ln-MtgVsMIv4AyJPPEdBY_gvRn3yddkg4BAc0RMkQHpbkEqMlwSKdHYb8YgyqrvccTG7hgguQbpRK86mz_kk8nIwYHvcfCq9C5adIwx1RK13ikbmHn2INYXP_WBTyE_NFNbVBn4YxmOe0Hn5F-u3JNIkkVv0kHlwoWxJj87n4GhuTUngX9-/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1yhAJl_HsyNH0JrReRgY4WCqrEkiudWNSmGaL4ViuwijicFEaL6FXtcdxFiYm6By-EjWebMU_I8u32Ln-MtgVsMIv4AyJPPEdBY_gvRn3yddkg4BAc0RMkQHpbkEqMlwSKdHYb8YgyqrvccTG7hgguQbpRK86mz_kk8nIwYHvcfCq9C5adIwx1RK13ikbmHn2INYXP_WBTyE_NFNbVBn4YxmOe0Hn5F-u3JNIkkVv0kHlwoWxJj87n4GhuTUngX9-/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


Susan 
Sent from my phone, please excuse typos



From: Micha Mi
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023 5:27:06 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

2/4/2023

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I
would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local
ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of
Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to
achieve these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment. 
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The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree
requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees
should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff,
and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer
new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy
6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40
acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100
trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees
all the more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek
watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer
as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but
this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with
little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new
green space is currently planned.Existing natural areas will be paved and built on,
and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open
and green spacemay actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to
nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical
and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear



park.Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the
pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since
asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity
to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow
more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream.
Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a
stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what
can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-
and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space
for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve
wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create
places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature. 

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration. 

Sincerely,
Michelle Michlewicz
1923 Brighton Dam Road, Brookeville, MD 20833
-- 
Spay, neuter, and adopt. Save lives.
♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1QNxzVA5BipJKW-QAmBNx0FAlCh6sxC-jshZLy2wBU5x8QrFvOJWFACq9nyQhZdPDL5APHq1GEu-VN9lSvGz4klINWU2n4zTrhExX0NhDd0SgWwivJAO9PO9n0UhFLqp90rWF4x3hu8LiOrGiJ2NYDizMUjztwPClwscmAq-hV_pOiuhbFGDqdj9TqtMD5ibYUk3Aqli8TyFebZgfAiXWimwjUL4DdpdwrQfn1km2m7VEL8xGUjk-glDEdAhdeEvj/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1QNxzVA5BipJKW-QAmBNx0FAlCh6sxC-jshZLy2wBU5x8QrFvOJWFACq9nyQhZdPDL5APHq1GEu-VN9lSvGz4klINWU2n4zTrhExX0NhDd0SgWwivJAO9PO9n0UhFLqp90rWF4x3hu8LiOrGiJ2NYDizMUjztwPClwscmAq-hV_pOiuhbFGDqdj9TqtMD5ibYUk3Aqli8TyFebZgfAiXWimwjUL4DdpdwrQfn1km2m7VEL8xGUjk-glDEdAhdeEvj/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


From: George William Mulholland
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Sunday, February 5, 2023 7:33:41 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

February 5, 2023

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As  constituents and local residents, we care deeply about our region’s environment. I
almost daily visit Longdraft Creek either hiking or canoeing. I am especially interested
in the impact of the stream restoration on Longdraft creek on the water quality.  We
recently (around January 31st) noticed an algae bloom on the upper end of Clopper
Lake and wonder if the restoration affects the amount of phosphorus in the water. 
The restored stream seems to always be muddier than the main branch after a rain. 
George has canoed much of Seneca Creek from where it crosses Hwy 355 until it
reaches the Potomac.  George has hiked and canoed on Little Seneca, a major
tributary of Seneca Creek.  We do recognize that Montgomery County and the City of
Gaithersburg have developed strong environmental policies regarding the streams
without which there would not be canoeing and hiking along the streams.  Still I think
more can be done.  Below I include a plan developed by Seneca Creek Watershed
Partners and Muddy Branch Alliance.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of
Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to
achieve these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment.
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The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree
requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees
should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff,
and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer
new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy
6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40
acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100
trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees
all the more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek
watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer
as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but
this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with
little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new
green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved and built on,
and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open
and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to
nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical
and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the
pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since
asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity
to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow
more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream.
Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a
stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what
can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1QhPbAruIkqM495ygvWU3fGhyETuSY5QaouITL6ZQHQs4CvfEwb-qzjKT644nopSklxVpfQr-EH37_TqK62kAuAED4yjGPNG933aR2yhT_EURSbvyc_7bzjARDa3OhIVmmNTamNbPzD4WftbaIqkLnoLq5Py5NDprDe1sMoENmIOulK5EjuztkaXRFbYXPyC5gmJE3tsEdGWDHqQE_gZ37e5xoX7cVNIW6LzOTzijJzs5I0fp9XvyxxYBL1KV24D3/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space
for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve
wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create
places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,
George and Nancy Mulholland
882 Diamond Dr.
Gaithersburg, MD
Seneca Creek Watershed Partners

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1QhPbAruIkqM495ygvWU3fGhyETuSY5QaouITL6ZQHQs4CvfEwb-qzjKT644nopSklxVpfQr-EH37_TqK62kAuAED4yjGPNG933aR2yhT_EURSbvyc_7bzjARDa3OhIVmmNTamNbPzD4WftbaIqkLnoLq5Py5NDprDe1sMoENmIOulK5EjuztkaXRFbYXPyC5gmJE3tsEdGWDHqQE_gZ37e5xoX7cVNIW6LzOTzijJzs5I0fp9XvyxxYBL1KV24D3/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


From: Nancy Palker
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan - Public Comments
Date: Sunday, February 5, 2023 11:48:14 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding.

﻿

Logo

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I
would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
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that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local
ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch constitute
the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of Seneca’s
large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to achieve
these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree requires
time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees should
be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff,
and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer
new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy 6-
lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40 acres
for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100 trees at
700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees all the
more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek
watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer
as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but
this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with



little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new
green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved and built on,
and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open and
green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring additional
population to an already densely developed area with little access to nearby public
parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical and mental
health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the
pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since
asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity
to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow
more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream. Paths
could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a stream
daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what can be
done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-and-
restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space
for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve wooded
areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create places to
walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature.

More and more people are recognizing that our planet’s best hope for survival is the
preservation and rewilding of its natural areas.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,
Nancy Palker
14428 Rich Branch Dr.
Gaithersburg, MD 20878



From: Audrey Rutkove
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 8:59:18 AM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Feb 6, 2023-

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I
would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local
ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of
Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact
on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in
our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable,
functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant
sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on
redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to
achieve these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall
development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree
requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees
should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff,

mailto:arutkove@hotmail.com
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and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer
new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy
6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40
acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100
trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees
all the more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek
watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In
addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer
as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but
this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with
little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new
green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved and built on,
and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open
and green space may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring
additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to
nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical
and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the
pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since
asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity
to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow
more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream.
Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a
stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what
can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-
and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space
for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve
wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create
places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,
Audrey Rutkove



206 Alderwood Drive, Gaithersburg

HOA Board Member; Muddy Branch Alliance



From: smith@itecksolutions.com
To: CityHall External Mail
Cc: Laura Friend
Subject: Watershed Requests, and my own personal recreation Request
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 1:18:28 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

1. Place a bike/walking track around the area where the circular road now exists
2. Protect the 1.7 acres of mature trees along with as many of the other mature trees on

the site as possible;
3. Keep the current stormwater ponds;
4. Create more open green space (in the current plan green space may

actually decrease while 1,600 housing units bring population to a densely developed
area);

5. Daylight Walker's Run, a stream which currently is piped underground.
We feel that having Walker's Run above ground provides an opportunity to create a
linear park with native plant landscaping, better stormwater management, and a
walking path linking the stream, ponds, and wood areas
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From: Martin Spiering
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public Comment for Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan
Date: Saturday, February 4, 2023 4:17:00 PM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

4 February 2022

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident who strongly cares about our region’s environment
and communities, I am concerned about some of the proposed plans for the
redevelopment of the current Lakeforest Mall area. I therefore would like to suggest
some changes to the redevelopment plan that I think would greatly benefit our
community and the well-being of our town and local ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes
about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca, with
tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run, and Long Draught Branch,
constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg, with Lakeforest Mall being at a mid-
point of Seneca’s large watershed. As such, we bear great responsibility of being
good stewards of the region's waterways to ensure a safe and healthy water supply,
not only for the City's immediate residents but also those in the larger D.C. region for
many generations to come.

Of note, what we choose to do with the Lakeforest Mall's 100+ acre plot will have a
direct impact on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even
temperature in our watershed. We have a tremendous opportunity to create a
development that is sustainable, functional, and beautiful; that will increase in value
over time; and that will be the "vibrant sustainable community" spoken of in the
Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on redeveloping Lakeforest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to
achieve these goal are the following:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of
Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on
Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment.

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lakeforest Mall
development and include at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone
species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful
pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the
“sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such
natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50- or 75-year-old tree
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requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees
should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-
attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine particulate matter (Gaithersburg West
Master Plan). Removing trees will therefore lower air quality, increase stormwater
runoff, and create heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove,
will also buffer new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station
and the busy 6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for
Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40
acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100
trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees
all the more important, as all these losses will diminish the health of the Seneca
Creek watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory
plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the
commercial acreage, as open space, per the Lakeforest Master Plan.
Moreover, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the
developer as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open
space, but this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and
clubhouse with little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No
significant new green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved
and built on, and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center,
so open and green spaces may actually decrease while 1,600 housing units
bring additional population to an already densely developed area with little
access to nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its
positive physical and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear
park.
Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odendhal Road and the mall
parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up and
moved and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since asphalt
will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity to
create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow more
flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream. Paths
could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a stream
daylighting project in DC’s Rock Creek watershed, as a local example of what can be
done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-and-
restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary.

I very much appreciate and am very thankful for the Council and developers' interest
in creating a space for our entire community at Lake Forest. I believe that these
recommendations to preserve wooded areas and improve stormwater management
will add beauty and create places to walk or run, to be rejuvenated and restored in

https://secure-web.cisco.com/1mpG20TgZZG6qVuasAxMFmWYAV9NFn47TLgHJ_7w9RPfr0mdqfAy20TLLV_3S3x2o5Jp4V8w90r_G0lGVuPNW12scp5QcfxxaM58zCTdE4JDw4rjgqM9DePXX2ORAgPzu74qKKBTPBKVbvrX0zwApHMI8-R3KhHTGGvZrnHkZSY1LfxFq88wR58oVFbj2lRLd3sGSINvHe3EgtBXSxlIRmPoN4iJ46YuaP0qt86GLGbjzBmmMHaD4bykHRlYlubaW/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1mpG20TgZZG6qVuasAxMFmWYAV9NFn47TLgHJ_7w9RPfr0mdqfAy20TLLV_3S3x2o5Jp4V8w90r_G0lGVuPNW12scp5QcfxxaM58zCTdE4JDw4rjgqM9DePXX2ORAgPzu74qKKBTPBKVbvrX0zwApHMI8-R3KhHTGGvZrnHkZSY1LfxFq88wR58oVFbj2lRLd3sGSINvHe3EgtBXSxlIRmPoN4iJ46YuaP0qt86GLGbjzBmmMHaD4bykHRlYlubaW/https%3A%2F%2Fchesapeakestormwater.net%2Fawards%2Fdaylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary%2F


nature.

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration.

Sincerely,

--Martin J Spiering, PhD, ELS
18742 Barn Swallow Terrace
Gaithersburg, MD 20879

http://www.linkedin.com/pub/martin-spiering/18/3a9/b86
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Martin_Spiering
http://www.the-efa.org/dir/memberinfo.php?mid=13307



From: Naomi Dyer
To: CityHall External Mail
Subject: Public comment: Lakeforest development
Date: Monday, February 6, 2023 9:45:41 AM

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding.

Dear Mayor Ashman and City Council,

As a constituent and local resident, I care deeply about our region’s environment. I would like to express some desired changes to the Lake Forest Redevelopment Plan that I think would greatly benefit our community and the wellbeing of our local ecosystem.

The Seneca Creek watershed covers one-third of Montgomery County and includes about half of Gaithersburg. Lower Great Seneca and Middle Great Seneca with tributaries such as Whetstone Run, Walker’s Run and Long Draught Branch constitute the northern portion of Gaithersburg with Lake Forest Mall at a mid-point of Seneca’s large watershed.

What you choose to do with the Lake Forest 100+ acre plot will have a direct impact on the water quality, habitat, flood resilience, pollution levels, and even temperature in our watershed.

You have the tremendous opportunity to create a development that is sustainable, functional and beautiful, that will increase in value over time and be the ‘vibrant sustainable community’ spoken of in the Gaithersburg Master Plan (8/18/2021) on redeveloping Lake Forest Mall.

Along with others in my community, my key requests to help the City to achieve these goal are:

1. Retain and incorporate the 1.7-acre forest grove at the intersection of Montgomery Village Avenue and Lost Knife Road, and the 0.50-acre pond #3 on Russell Avenue in the proposed redevelopment. 

The woods are a “Tree Save” area protected in the original Lake Forest Mall development and includes at least four native species of mature oak, a keystone species upon which huge numbers of other species depend. There is also a beautiful pine tree patch on the east side of the property. Retaining mature trees provides the “sense of place” referred to by the developers as being so desirable – and such natural amenities cannot be purchased at any price – a 50 or 75 year old tree requires time to create! Wherever possible throughout the development, mature trees should be incorporated into the design. The project area has been identified as a non-attainment area for ground-level ozone and fine
particulate matter (Gaithersburg West Master Plan). Removing trees will increase problems of air quality, stormwater runoff, and heat island effects. Retaining trees, especially the 1.7-acre grove, will also buffer new housing units from the lights and sounds of the nearby fire station and the busy 6-lane Montgomery Village Avenue.

The recent mature tree losses in Gaithersburg (including 3 acres of woodland for Solitaire Court stream restoration, 7 acres for Blohm Park stream restoration, 40 acres for Watkins Mill interchange, 44 acres for Watkins Mill Town Center, and 100 trees at 700 Frederick Rd and Montgomery Village Ave) make retaining these trees all the more important, as all these losses will impact the health of the Seneca Creek watershed.

Retaining these trees also provides an opportunity to add attractive understory plantings, have permeable surface walking trails, and remove invasive species.

2. Dedicate at least 40% of the total residential acreage, and 25% of the commercial acreage, as open space, as per the Lake Forest Master Plan. In addition, the City should also negotiate the acquisition of park land from the developer as was done for Crown Farm Park. The current plan proposes 35% open space but this includes existing stormwater ponds and a potential HOA pool and clubhouse with little public open space or natural areas except stormwater ponds. No significant new green space is currently planned. Existing natural areas will be paved and built on, and the small pond will be removed and replaced by the transit center, so open and green space may actually decrease
while 1,600 housing units bring additional population to an already densely developed area with little access to nearby public parks. Equity in the distribution of green space with its positive physical and mental health benefits is a concern.

3. Daylight, not rebury, Walker’s Run and landscape it as an attractive linear park. Walker’s Run currently flows through a pipe under Odenthal Road and the mall parking lot before reaching the ponds. The plan calls for the pipe to be dug up, the pipe moved, and the stream redirected into the relocated pipe underground. Since asphalt will be removed and the area redesigned, this is an extraordinary opportunity to create a beautiful natural feature. The newly accessible stream would also allow more flexible stormwater management and improved water quality downstream. Paths could connect this linear park, ponds, and woodland areas. Here’s a link to a stream daylighting project in DC’s Rock
Creek watershed, as a local example of what can be done: https://chesapeakestormwater.net/awards/daylighting-of-broad-branch-and-restoration-of-its-linnean-park-tributary/

I am thankful for the interest shown by the Council and developers in creating a space for our entire community at Lake Forest. These recommendations to preserve wooded areas and improve stormwater management will add beauty and create places to walk/run, and be rejuvenated in nature. 

Thank you so much for taking my comments into consideration. 

Sincerely,
Naomi Yount
15101 Falconbridge Terr
Gaithersburg, MD

Sent from Outlook
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