Joint Hearing - MCC & PC

ASK-9892-2024
Exhibit #32

Mayor and City Council
Council Chambers
www.gaithersburgmd.gov/meetings
16 South Summit Avenue
Gaithersburg, MD 20877

MINUTES

Regular Session
Monday, September 16, 2024, 7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER

The Regular Session of the Mayor and City Council was called to order at 7:30 PM with Mayor
Jud Ashman presiding.

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived
Jim McNulty Council Vice President Present
Neil Harris Council Member Present
Lisa Henderson Council Member Present
Yamil Hernandez Council Member Present
Robert Wu Council Member Remote
Jud Ashman Mayor Present

Staff present: City Manager Briley, City Attorney Ingram, Deputy City Manager Enslinger,
Assistant City Manager Lonergan-Seeger, Assistant City Attorney Perla, Police Chief Sroka,
Police Lieutenant Leache, Police Office Kendall, Lieutenant Eastman, Sergeant Delgado,
Corporal Leach, Police Officer Sample, Police Officer Bower, Planner Il Eby, Neighborhood
Services Division Manager Andion, Capital Projects Program Manager Prithviraj, Engineering

Services Division Chief Fields, Project Engineer Transportation Smith, Police Officer | Del Solar,
and City Clerk Jones.
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Mayor and City Council Regular Session Monday, September 16, 2024

COURTESY REVIEW
A. ASK-9892-2024: Amendment to the Sketch Plan for Block R at the Spectrum at Watkins

Mill to Remove the Age Restriction, Increase the Height from Six to Seven Stories, and
Increase the Number of Dwelling Units from 158 to 244

The Applicant, HIP Projects LLC, submitted application ASK-9892-2024 (Courtesy Review
Item A) for an Amendment to Sketch Plan for the Spectrum at Watkins Mill, requesting the
following changes to Block R: remove the age restriction, increase the height from six to
seven stories, and increase the number of dwelling units from 158 to 244. The application
was submitted prior to the adoption of the City’s new zoning ordinance (Chapter 24), and
therefore the changes requested pursuant to the prior zoning ordinance requirements of
Sections 24-160D.11. and 24-198(c) of the City Code. The subject property is located north
of Watkins Mill Road, east of Interstate 270, south of the Pepco utility corridor, and west of
Maryland Route 355, and is zoned MXD (Mixed Use Development). Of note, none of the
age-restricted units (Block R) have been constructed, none of the nonresidential uses on
Blocks B, K, and L have been constructed, one of the public uses (County police
station/Block P) is under construction, and the other one (City senior center/Block Q) remains
undeveloped. All other areas of the development have been completed. The Applicant has
submitted a written request and justification statement in support of the application, included
as Courtesy Item B.

Staff recommended that the Mayor and City Council refer the amendment to the Planning
Commission for further evaluation, public hearing, and recommendation, followed by policy
discussion and final action by the Mayor and City Council. The tentative date for the Planning
Commission’s public hearing is Wednesday, October 16, 2024. Staff further recommended
that the Mayor and City Council hold their record open until Friday, November 15, 2024, at 5
p-m., with anticipated policy discussion during their December 2, 2024, Regular Session.
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Staff provided historical data on the approval process of similar projects and stated that the
Planning Commission has made the final decision in the past.

There was a general consensus to have the project come back before the Mayor and City
Council as a joint public hearing with the Planning Commission.

Motion was made determining that this is not a minor change and to refer the amendment to
the Planning Commission for further evaluation, followed by a Joint Public Hearing with the
Planning Commission, followed by policy discussion and final action by the Mayor and City

Council.
RESULT: PASSED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER: Lisa Henderson, Council Member
SECONDER: Jim McNulty, Council Vice President
FOR: McNulty, Harris, Henderson, Hernandez, Wu
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15. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the session was adjourned at 9:17 PM

Respectfully submitted,
Michelle Betancourt, Administrative Assistant Ill
Lia Jones, City Clerk
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