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3. Land Use and Zoning Categories and Maps 

3.1 Land Use Categories 
This Gaithersburg Master Plan Land Use section contains a variety of land use designations 

to describe and establish current and intended land uses in different areas of the City.  The land use 
designations contained in this Master Plan are described below. 

Land Use Categories 
Low Density Residential 
Medium-Low Density Residential 
Medium Density Residential 
High Density Residential 
Mixed Residential 
Residential 
Residential Office 
Mixed Use 
Commercial-Office-Residential 
Commercial 
Commercial-Office 
Commercial/Industrial-Research-Office 
Industrial 
Industrial-Research-Office 
Institutional 
Open Space 
Transportation 

 

Please note that the following City-wide maps reflect the land use recommendations of the 
most recent master plan, site development plan, or annexation agreement.  The maps may contain 
“undesignated” land use for properties that have been recently annexed into the City of 
Gaithersburg and do not have an adopted land use designation.  Additionally, the maps will 
indicate “refer to master plan” for those properties that have more than one recommended land use 
designation (scenarios) in the Master Plan. 
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Map 2: 2009 Master Plan Land Use Map 
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2.  LAND USE AND ZONING CATEGORIES 
 

This Gaithersburg Master Plan Land Use section contains a variety of land 
use designations to describe and establish current and intended land uses in 
different areas of the City.  The designations contained in this Master Plan are 
described below and can be seen on the Master Plan Map Designations and Special 
Study Areas Map
 

.   

2.1  Land Use Categories (Map Designations) 
 
Low Density Residential           
Medium-Low Density Residential     
Mixed Residential 
Mixed Use  
Residential-Office                 
Commercial-Office-Residential  
Commercial-Office     
Commercial/Industrial-Research-Office  
Industrial-Research-Office         
Institutional                      
Open Space                           

 

2.2  Zoning Categories  
 
R-A  Low Density Residential (20,000 sq.ft. minimum/unit) 
R-B  Residential Buffer 
R-9  Medium Density Residential (3 units average/acre) 
R-90C  Cluster Development (3.5 units/acre) 
R-6  Medium Density Residential (6 units/acre maximum) 
RP-T  Medium Density Residential (9 units/acre maximum) 
R-18  Medium Density Residential (18 units/acre maximum) 
R-20  Medium Density Residential (21.5 units/acre maximum) 
R-H  High Density Residential (54 units/acre maximum) 
MXD  Mixed Use Development 
R-O  Planned Residential 
CBD  Central Business District 
CD Corridor Development 
C-B  Commercial Buffer 
C-1  Local Commercial 
C-2  General Commercial 
C-3  Highway Commercial 
H-M  Hotel-Motel 
E-1  Urban Employment 
E-2  Moderate Intensity Industrial Park 
I-1  Light Industrial 
I-3  Industrial and Office Park 
I-4  General Industrial

keby
PCA - Joint MCC / PC Exhibit
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