This park is located on land originally acquired in the early 1950s for
use as the Fire Control Area of a Nike surface-to-air missile site. The
companion Launcher Area containing the missiles was located about a
mile north, just off Muddy Branch Road. The active-duty U. S. Army
unit assigned here was designated Battery A, 4™ Missile Battalion,
1* Artillery, or A/4/1. Originally a Nike-Ajax battery, as were two
others in Montgomery County, this site was converted to Nike-

Hercules, an improved, nuclear-capable system, in the late 1950s. The other sites in the county were decommissioned.
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As part of the Washington-Baltimore Defense, A/4/1’s designation was W-92; this ring
of 20 Nike missile batteries defended our nation’s capital during the Cold War. This
Defense was a component of the Army Air Defense Command (ARADCOM), which in
turn was part of the North American Air Defense command, or NORAD. The command
post was at Ft. Meade, and target designations were communicated from there to W-92
by a very early version of a modem. The air-battle control system (SAGE/Missile Master)
was a precursor of some of the hardware we use today for Internet access.

The Fire Control Area contained two acquisition (search) radars, two target tracking
radars, the missile tracking radar, and an analog fire-control computer. All the radar
antennas were mounted on towers. The most evident feature of this Fire Control Area
was the large HIPAR (High Power Acquisition Radar) radome, installed on a tall tower.
This huge “golf ball on a tee” was clearly visible from Rt. 28. This was an interesting

coincidence, since the land surrounding the Fire Control Area was at the time a golf course.
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Nike missile site W-92 Integrated Fire Control (IFC) area; December 1972



The electronic equipment was located in two “vans” that by design could be movable, but stateside they were
permanently placed on concrete slabs, or pads. One van was designated the Battery Control (BC) van, containing the
fire-control computer, acquisition radar, communications equipment, and associated controls, displays, and electronics.
This van was where the BCO (Battery Control Officer) was stationed, along with the acquisition radar, computer, and
EWPB (Early Warning Plotting Board) operators, during firing exercises. The other van was the Radar Control (RC) van,
with equipment and personnel supporting the tracking radars. There was also a van with office space for the
maintenance warrant officers, and an interconnecting "corridor" for all three vans.

In this area as well were the barracks and BOQ (Bachelor Officers Quarters) for the Fire Control platoon (the Launcher
Area had separate barracks), the battery mess hall and an administration building. These latter two features led to the
designation as an “Integrated” Fire Control Area, or IFC (at some Nike sites these buildings were in a separate area).
Additionally, there was an athletic court, a helipad, a small building used as a chapel, a large building to house the HIPAR
equipment, a diesel-generator building, and a guard shack at the entrance gate.

The Launcher Area was located about a mile from the Fire Control Area, so that the Missile Tracking Radar would be
able to move fast enough to track the rapidly-accelerating missile upon launch. Near this area was a “drop zone” where
the spent booster rockets could fall safely back to the ground. Missiles were launched at an angle slightly less than
perfectly vertical so that their boosters would not fall back onto the Launcher Area.
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This material prepared by Nike veteran Bill Evans, who served at the A/4/1 IFC area, 1967-68.

SNATED STATES azpy,

ATR DEFENS COMMAND

WASHINGTON, D.C.
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA

35th ARTILLERY BRIGADE (AIR DEFENSE)




