
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
Crown Farm Park Playground Equipment 

No. 2025-001 

RFI Issued:    January 22, 2025 

Proposals Due:   February 12, 2025 Time: 3:00 PM 

Proposals Submitted To: melanie.brown@gaithersburgmd.gov 

mailto:melanie.brown@gaithersburgmd.gov


I. OVERVIEW 
THIS IS A REQUEST FOR INFORMATION (RFI) ONLY. This RFI is issued solely for information and 
planning purposes – it does not constitute a Request for Proposal (RFP) or a promise to issue an 
RFP in the future.  

The City of Gaithersburg (“City”) is redeveloping a 2.99-acre site located at 415 Decoverly Drive, 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878, into a public park. This site was previously owned by the England-
Crown family and was home to structures from the mid-19th century through the late 20th century. 
Once a bustling working farm with livestock and crop production, a May 29, 2011 �ire destroyed 
many of the original structures on the site. The remaining structures are a Corn Crib Barn that 
was restored by the City in 2022 and two silos located at the southeast corner of the site. 

The City is seeking portfolios from playground structure manufacturers to submit playground 
equipment based on the site’s history that shall meet the City requirements speci�ied in this RFI. 
The City may utilize this information in developing the Crown Farm Park design and construction 
documents. The intent of this RFI is to obtain more information and explore available playground 
equipment suitable for the new park theme. 

This RFI does not commit the City to contract for any supply or service whatsoever. Further, the 
City is not, at this time, seeking proposals and will not accept unsolicited proposals. Responders 
are advised that the City will not pay for any information or administrative costs incurred in 
response to this RFI; all costs associated with responding to this RFI will be solely at the 
Responders' expense. Not responding to this RFI does not preclude participation in any future 
RFP, if issued. 

II. CITY PROFILE AND BACKGROUND 
Gaithersburg is among the largest cities in the State of Maryland, with a population in excess of 
69,000, occupying more than 10 square miles within Montgomery County. The City provides 
many services including police protection, licensing and permitting, building inspections, 
recreation and cultural activities, street maintenance, recycling collection, stormwater 
management, housing and community development, and snow removal. Read more about our 
mission and vision at https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/about-us/mission-vision-guiding-
principles. 

III. OBJECTIVE 
The City seeks portfolios from playground structure manufacturers to submit suitable 
playground structures and equipment based on the site’s history (Agricultural theme: farm 
animals, farm equipment, farm structures, etc.) and shall meet City requirements. The following 
objectives are set forth for the design: 

• Playground structure designed for the 2 to 5-year-old age groups, including 
swings; 

• Playground structure designed for the 5 to 12-year-old age groups, including 
swings (standard and accessible); 
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• “Farm” theme structure that related to the Crown Farm Park site’s history as a 
working farm; and 

• Playground equipment colors and design should blend in cohesively with the 
structures and surroundings of the site. “Cartoonish” appearance equipment is 
not desired.  

IV. SUBMISSION 
Portfolios shall be submitted electronically to the individual named below, no later than the date 
and time speci�ied in the RFI schedule. Portfolios should be succinct and focused on the services 
described within the RFI.  

Proprietary information must be clearly marked. To aid the City, please segregate proprietary 
information. Please be advised that all submissions become the property of the City of 
Gaithersburg and will not be returned.  

Submit portfolios to: 
Melanie Brown, Capital Projects Project Manager 
Email: melanie.brown@gaithersburgmd.gov 

V. RFI SCHEDULE 
Request for Information Issue Date January 22, 2025 
Questions Due to the City January 30, 2025, by 5:00 PM 
Issuance of Questions/Responses February 5, 2025 
RFI Due Date February 12, 2025, by 3:00 PM 

VI. PARK THEME 
The playground and equipment at the future park on the England-Crown farm site are envisioned 
to demonstrate the park’s former use as a working farm and home to livestock and crop 
production. The park will include a loop trail that connects several different activity areas. Along 
the way, benches will provide residents with areas to rest and enjoy their surroundings. See 
Exhibit A drawing for the proposed park layout. 

The park will be divided into the following zones to provide opportunities for recreation, 
gathering, nature watching, and education of the historic structures and site: 

• Site entry and Welcome Area 
• Play areas for children ages 2-5 and 5-12 
• Nature observation decks 
• Open lawn space for active and passive recreation 
• Picnic areas 
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VII. CITY REQUIREMENTS 
A. Playground equipment manufacturer shall have a minimum of eight (8) years of experience 

in manufacturing, installing, and maintenance.  
B. All parts of the play structure shall be durable, and fully guaranteed against defects in 

materials and workmanship. The minimum warranty requirements are as follows: 
1) Aluminum castings – 25 years 
2) Recycled plastic lumber – 20 years 
3) Steel structures and molded plastic components – 15 years 
4) Rails, ropes, rungs – 10 years 
5) Castings and springs – 10 years 
6) Fiberglass signage, accessible swing seats – 8 years 
7) PVC coatings, HDPE panels – 5 years 
8) Playground safety surfacing – 5 years 

 

C. Wood components shall NOT be included. 
D. Metal slides shall NOT be included. 
E. Elements requiring electricity shall NOT be included. 
F. Bubble panels, tic tac toe panels, mirror panels, see-through panels, and roller slides shall 

NOT be included. 
G. All equipment and safety surfacing proposed must conform to current ASTM standards and 

CPSC guidelines for playground equipment and material quality. Equipment should also meet 
the standards and recommendations of the Americans with Disabilities Act for playground 
accommodations. All playground equipment and safety surfacing proposed must conform to 
the speci�ications detailed below or better. Responders must indicate variances from these 
speci�ications in their proposed equipment response. 

H. The following speci�ications will establish guidelines for strength, quality, appearance, and 
function. Variance will be allowed as long as these factors are not compromised.  
 

1) Upright Supports and Beams: Shall be 5” OD, 11 gauge aluminum extruded seamless 
tubing, conforming to ASTM B-221 and QQ-Q 200/8. Posts will be in-ground mount. 
Tensile strength is 45,000 PSI and yield strength is 40,000 PSI. Posts are punch cut to 
required lengths, and each entire post is coated with a baked-on polyester powder-
coat �inish. A cast aluminum cap powder-coated to match each post color is factory-
riveted to the top end using two (2) aluminum rivets or as applicable, 3.5” OD for 2-5 
year age group. 

2) Deck Platforms: Deck platforms shall be constructed of 12 gauge steel. Deck 
platforms shall include steel underside reinforcements. After all fabrication is 
complete, the entire deck is PVC-coated.  

3) Clamps, Hangers, and Fittings: All clamps shall be cast of high-strength 356 
aluminum. Pipe and deck clamps shall be 1 ¾” wide with a minimum wall thickness 
of 3/8” and are powder-coated to match the post color. Each casting shall be 
precision-drilled to receive a ¼” x 1 ¾” zinc-plated steel hinge pin. Each clamp is 
secured in place using a 5/16” x 1” drive pin to prevent slippage or rotation on the 
post. Fasteners for clamps shall be zinc-plated 3/8” x 1 ¼” special tamper-resistant 
pinned bolt. The pinned head requires a special tool for fastening (provided with each 
structure), thus ensuring vandal resistance. The aluminum alloy used in the casting 
of clamps shall meet the following mechanical properties: 
 



• Ultimate Tensile Strength 45,000 PSI 
• Yield Strength   26,000 PSI 
• Shear Strength   40,000 PSI 
• Elongation   8% 

 
4) Hardware: Stainless steel for maximum rust resistance and durability. Hex-pinned 

for vandal resistance.  
5) Steel Tubing: All climbing and barrier steel components (such as Arch Climbers, Pipe 

Walls, Overhead Rings, etc.) shall be fabricated from 2 3/8”, 1 5/8”, and 1 5/16” OD 
.090” wall Allied Steel Flo-Coat (R) galvanized tubing.  

6) Plastic Slides: All Spiral Slides, Wave Slides, Curved Slides, Double Wide Slides, and 
Tunnels shall be rotationally molded of linear medium-density polyethylene with the 
following standard characteristics. All plastic slides shall be made of one piece; 
rationally molded color-impregnated linear low-density polyethylene. All slides shall 
be double wall construction, ¼” nominal wall thickness. 

 
• Added UV-light inhibitor 
• ¼” (.25) walls 
• Tensile Strength at Yield: 2,900 PSI 
• Flexural Modulus at 120,000 PSI 
• Density per ASTM D-505 and a value of .938 
• Brittleness temperatures per ASTM D-746 
• Less than – 180 degrees F 

 
7) Roofs: Roofs shall be rotationally molded from extremely durable medium-density 

polyethylene with ultraviolet (UV) light stabilizers and color molded in. 
8) Polyester Power-Coating Process: All power-coated parts shall be completely 

cleaned and a zinc phosphate pretreatment with chromic acid sealer is applied. 
Power-coating is then electro-statically applied and oven-cured at 325 to 425 degrees 
F. Polyester power shall meet or exceed ASTM standards for Adhesion, Hardness, 
Flexibility, Impact, Overbake Resistance, and Salt Spray resistance. Colors shall be 
speci�ic.  

9) Poly-vinyl chloride (PVC) Coating: All expanded metal deck platforms, steps, bridge 
planks, ramps, and chains are PVC-coated. Each part is chemically washed and 
completely submerged in a special heat-activated primer and allowed to dry. Parts are 
then pre-heated to 400 degrees F and immersed in liquid poly-vinyl chloride. The PVC 
contains a �lame retardant additive and a UV-ray stabilizer to maintain color. PVC 
coating is applied at 100-150 mil thickness. Colors shall speci�ied, and the following 
characteristics apply: 

 
• Tensile Strength  2,800 PSI 
• Elongation   290% 
• Tear Strength   420 lbs./in. 
• Hardness, Shore A  92 +/- 2 

 
10) Welds: Shall be stainless steel to prevent rust. 
11) Safety surfacing: Loose �ill materials, synthetic turf, or grass shall not be included. 

Unitary materials such as EPDM, Rainbow rubber, rubber mats, tiles, bond-in-place, 



and other similar durable products shall be proposed, the proposed surface �inish 
shall incorporate space theme design. 

VIII. Portfolio Contents (RFI Response) 
Firm Experience 

A. Provide a brief history of the company including the number of years providing playground 
equipment manufacturing and/or installation. Include your �irm’s headquarters location and 
location of the of�ice that will service the City. If applicable, provide a link to your �irm’s 
website. 

B. Provide an outline of the �irm’s experience and capabilities and brie�ly discuss scopes of 
services provided in the playground equipment manufacturing and installation industry. 
Highlight design, fabrication, and installation capabilities related to theme-based signature 
structures.  

C. Provide information regarding playground equipment installation projects. Include in each 
project the following: client/company name, scope of services, cost of the projects, and 
duration of the project (start and completion date). The City may contact the clients named 
for additional information. 
 

D. Provide the names of the vendor that provides, for your �irm, the following services: 
1) Playground structure design services 
2) Fabrication/manufacturing of playground equipment 
3) Installation/building of playground structures 

 

E. Proposed playground equipment in the portfolio shall be itemized as follows: 
1) Equipment designed for 2-5 years, equipment cut sheets, photos, technical 

speci�ications, installation details, and warranty details for each piece of equipment. 
2) Equipment designed for 5-12 years, equipment cut sheets, photos, technical 

speci�ications, installation details, and warranty details for each piece of equipment. 
3) “Agricultural theme” (farm animals, farm equipment, farm structures, etc.) signature 

structure. 
4) Playground safety surfacing, photos, technical speci�ications, installation details, and 

warranty details.  

IX. Exhibit 
A. Crown Farm Park Schematic Design 



 
 

EXHIBIT A 
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