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4th Graders Invited to Enter Gaithersburg Junior Mayor Contest 

Submission Deadline is March 28 
 

GAITHERSBURG, Md. (March 11, 2025) Fourth graders in Gaithersburg are invited to share what they 
would do if they were Mayor in an essay contest to become the City’s next Junior Mayor. The contest 
gives aspiring Junior Mayors the opportunity to learn about local government, step into the shoes of city 
leaders, and share their ideas on how to address community challenges.  
 
The theme for this year’s contest, to be explored in 275 words or less, is “Building Community for a New 
Generation.” Students are asked to think about their community as it is today and consider these 
questions: Do you feel welcome? Are there programs and activities that support you and your family? 
What’s great about your community? What could be improved? If you were Mayor, how would you 
strengthen your community for the future? How would you ensure everyone feels included? 
 
To qualify for the Junior Mayor Contest, students must be residents of the City of Gaithersburg. Essays 
will be reviewed by City staff and members of the Educational Enrichment Committee. The top five 
finalists will be invited to participate in a panel interview. One winner will be selected as Junior Mayor 
and will represent Gaithersburg at various City events, including the Gaithersburg Book Festival, 
Memorial and Veterans Day Observances, SummerFest, and the Labor Day and St. Patrick’s Day Parades. 
 
The winning essay will also be published on the City’s website and the new Junior Mayor will be formally 
introduced at a Mayor and City Council meeting.  
 
Essays will be evaluated on relevance to the theme, knowledge of municipal government and the role of 
mayor, creativity, and grammar and writing quality. Finalists will also be asked to propose a community 
service project that the Junior Mayor and their classmates will host, ideally something that would also 
involve the Mayor, members of the City Council and City staff.  
 
The deadline for entries is March 28, 2025. Full details can be found on the City’s website here.  
 
For more information, please contact Patrice Payne at patrice.payne@gaithersburgmd.gov or 240-805-
1171. 

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/government/mayor-city-council/junior-mayor-contest
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