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Gaithersburg Celebrates Asian American and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 

Heritage Month 
 

GAITHERSBURG, Md. (May 2, 2025) The City of Gaithersburg celebrates and honors Asian American and 
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Heritage Month in May with programs and a proclamation highlighting 
the culture, heritage, and achievements of our Asian American and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 
neighbors. The Multicultural Affairs Committee is hosting an educational art display available for viewing 
at the Activity Center at Bohrer Park through May 30. Explore all of activities here.  
 
An official proclamation designating May 2025 as “Asian American and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month” in the City of Gaithersburg will be presented at the Mayor and City Council meeting on 
Monday, May 5 at 7:30 p.m. The public is welcome to attend the meeting at 16 S. Summit Ave., watch it 
live on YouTube or watch it via Zoom by registering here. 
 
Accepting the proclamation is Dr. Shonali Nazare. Originally from India, Dr. Nazare brings both 
professional excellence and cultural richness to the City of Gaithersburg. She holds a Ph.D. in fire 
sciences and degrees in textile engineering. A renowned expert in fire safety, she has conducted 
pioneering research on fire-resistant materials used in firefighter gear, aerospace composites, and 
military uniforms. Recently, her work on wildfires earned her the prestigious Department of Commerce 
Gold Medal Award for addressing fire risks in the wildland-urban interface. Dr. Nazare currently serves 
with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission. 
 
Beyond her professional achievements, Dr. Nazare is a vibrant part of the Gaithersburg community. She 
has volunteered at the Gaithersburg Book Festival, was the keynote speaker at the annual Women In 
STEM event, and contributed her artistic talents to National Night Out, Jingle Jubilee, and the COVID 
Chalk Art event. A self-taught cook who once competed on MasterChef in the UK, she now enjoys 
sharing her love for healthy, home-cooked meals rooted in Indian tradition with Casey’s Let’s 
Cook@Casey program. In celebration of Asian American and Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander Heritage 
Month, Dr. Nazare will lead the Let’s Cook@Casey: Make Better Choices – Indian Style cooking class on 
May 14. Register here.  
 

https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/recreation/special-events/asian-american-native-hawaiian-pacific-islander-heritage-month
https://www.youtube.com/c/gburgmd
https://www.gaithersburgmd.gov/government/public-meeting-information
https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/gaithersburgmd/activity/search/detail/13649?locale=en-US


The mission of the Multicultural Affairs Committee is to enrich our City through the promotion of 
understanding, respect, and appreciation of the many cultures of Gaithersburg. Interested in 
volunteering and helping plan Heritage Month celebrations? Please email MAC@gaithersburgmd.gov. 
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