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ADDENDUM #1 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) 
NO. 2026-006 

 
Effective: September 18, 2025 
 

Solicitation Title: Public Works Materials Storage Bay Shelters 
 

Issued By: City of Gaithersburg 
Procurement Division 
31 S Summit Avenue 
Gaithersburg, Maryland 20877 

 

The purpose of this Addendum is to publish the questions received regarding this solicitation and 
the associated responses. This Addendum is incorporated into and made part of the above-named 
Request for Proposals. Except as amended herein, the terms and conditions remain in full force and 
effect. The City is not responsible for the content of the questions and has provided the most 
comprehensive answers based on the interpretation of the questions. 
 
The solicitation is amended as follows: 
 

1. New! Exhibit C- Location Aerial,  is added and attached to this addendum. 
2. New! Exhibit D- Plat, is added and attached to this addendum. 
 
Below are the questions received and the City’s response: 
 
Q.1. Length / width / height of each bin? 
 

A.    20’ (L) / 14’ (W) / 12’ (D)              09 Bins  
  20’ (L) / 20’ (W) / 12’ (D)              02 Bins 
 

Q.2. Will permitting be required other than a building permit. i.e., Erosion and Sediment 
control permit? 

 
A. Erosion and sediment control and site permit will be required if land disturbance is greater 

than 5,000 square feet per City code under Chapter 8. The contractor would be responsible 
for any design related submission materials. The City will complete and submit the permit 
application, so any related fees are waived. 

 
Q.3. Can we assume that the electrical power supply can be pulled from the salt barn panel? 
 

A. Yes 
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Q.4. Who is responsible for removing existing block walls and is the City interested in 
keeping them? 

 
A. The City will reuse and/or dispose of the existing block walls. The existing block walls 

should NOT be reused in the design of this project. 
 
Q.5. Do you have a survey of the existing conditions? 
 

A. Attached to this addendum, there is a recent site plan for the design and build of the 
adjacent salt barn structure. The salt barn structure is the northern most building where 
the power box is located. Also, please reference attached plat.  

 
Q.6. The example structure shown in Exhibit B shows a pre-engineered metal building 

(PEMB) supported on cast-in-place concrete walls.  However, the scope indicates that 
the walls will be comprised of v-block construction.  A PEMB cannot be constructed on 
top of the walls if they are comprised of v-blocks.  For this project, is the intent to bear 
the PEMB on foundations/piers at grade level with a larger building footprint and then 
provide the v-block wall bays within the PEMB footprint? 

 
A. All walls and the floor slab are to be formed of cast-in-place concrete for durability and 

structural integrity. 
 

• The PEMB steel frame will anchor to concrete floors and walls using embedded anchor 
bolts or post-installed mechanical anchors. This ensures structural integrity, stability, and 
compliance with building codes for materials storage bay shelters. 

 

• V-block walls are used internally within the PEMB, acting as partition walls between bays 
rather than as load-bearing exterior walls. 

 

Q.7. Will the PEMB be open on all 4 sides or will it only be open from one side (i.e. walls on 
sides and back)? 

 
A. Walls on Side and Back and open at the front. 

 
Q.8. The RFP indicates that the walls would be roughly 12’-0” tall maximum.  V-block walls 

at that height would need be very thick at the base to resist the retaining wall forces 
from the stored materials, including at the party walls between bays.    Can concrete 
cast-in-place walls be used in lieu of concrete v-block walls?  If so, the PEMB structure 
may also be able to bear on top of the concrete walls as is shown in Exhibit B of the RFP. 

 

A. Yes, concrete cast-in-place walls may be used in lieu of concrete v-block walls. From the top 
of the concrete walls to the roof, a contractor suitable recommendation may be used such 
as PEMB or wood. The roof trusses should allow stormwater runoff to enter gutter system 
that will collect in rainwater harvesting barrels at each corner of the structure. 
 

• Since PEMB systems are not compatible with v-block bearing for primary support, the 
larger building footprint is defined by the floor and walls. 
 

• Internal v-block wall bays are constructed after the PEMB frame and shell are erected, 
utilizing the concrete floor and integrating with the building’s design requirements. 
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• Wall Thickness: Base thickness typically 10–12% of wall height (14–16 inches at base 
for a 12-foot wall), tapering to a minimum of 12 inches at the top for proper placement 
and accommodation of reinforcement. 

 

• Footing Size: Depth below grade minimum 24 inches, but must extend below local frost 
line. Footing length typically 50–70% of wall height (6–8.5 feet for 12-foot wall). 

 
Q.9. Will the stored materials in each bay be filled and maintained equally to minimize 

retaining material offset between bays (i.e. all bays filled to the same height and depth) 
or will offsetting material fill conditions (i.e. empty bay adjacent to filled bay) be 
present? 

 
A.  Offsetting material fill conditions will be present; the material levels in each bay will vary 

depending on the season and operational requirements, so some bays may be empty while 
others are fully filled. 

 
Q.10. If the PEMB is to rest on footings/piers at grade level, will bollards be required to 

protect the PEMB columns from vehicular damage? 
 

A.  Yes, bollards are required to protect structure from vehicular damage. The enclosure will 
have all walls and floors made of concrete and there will be no exposed PEMB columns or 
footings/piers at grade level. Berms are needed to protect storage materials from flowing 
out of the storage bays. The berm should have sufficient height (commonly 8 inches 
minimum, widths of 3.5 feet or more) and be made of durable material (like formed 
concrete, or asphalt) to withstand impacts and prevent breaches. 

Q.11. Will a new concrete slab on grade be required within the footprint of the new material 
storage building? 

 
A. Yes, a new concrete slab is required within the footprint of the new material storage 

building. Removal and disposal of existing concrete will be required for this project. 
 

Q.12. What kinds of materials will be stored in these bays?  Will salt be stored in these bays? 
 

A. Anything from Sand, Gravel, crushed stones, asphalt, cold patch mulch, soil conditioners, 
street sweeper debris, etc. No Salt will be stored in the bays.  

 

 

~END OF ADDENDUM ~ 
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