
 
 

Emergency Preparedness Resource Guide for Immigrant Families 
  
Immigra�on enforcement is increasing in the U.S. It is important to know your rights, be aware of resources, and 
create a safety plan.  Per General Order 628.1, Gaithersburg Police Officers will not inves�gate or make an inquiry 
rela�ve to the immigra�on status of individuals during rou�ne ac�ons. Enforcement of immigra�on law within 
Gaithersburg is the jurisdic�on of the federal government. 
 
As one of the most diverse ci�es in the country, the City of Gaithersburg is commited to welcoming and embracing all 
who call Gaithersburg home. Below are suggested guidelines and a list of resources to prepare for interac�ons with 
federal immigra�on enforcement. If you need assistance, contact Community Services at 301-258-6395 or 
communityservices@gaithersburgmd.org. 
 
Who May Be at Risk? 
Recent ac�ons of immigra�on enforcement demonstrate that anybody may be targeted, including those persons with 
any immigra�on background, even if they are documented and can show a right to be in the United States.  The 
sugges�ons below are part of a general recommenda�on to plan ahead and seek addi�onal guidance and resources 
in advance. 
 
Recommenda�ons for Encounters with Immigra�on Enforcement 
• It is important to try to stay calm and act in a polite manner. Most recommend that persons keep your voice low, 

keep your hands visible, and avoid making sudden movements.   
• You have the right to ask if you are free to leave. 
• You are not required to allow anyone to enter your home, including law enforcement officers, unless they have a 

warrant signed by a judge. If the warrant is not signed by a judge, you have the right to refuse entry.  You have the 
right to ask to see a warrant, which they can hold up to a window. 

• You have the right to speak to an atorney. 
• You have the right to remain silent. You can say “I want to speak to a lawyer and choose to remain silent.” 
• You are not required to tell immigra�on enforcement how or where to find someone else.    
• You should be careful to record or document encounters, and you can write names, badge numbers, and contact 

informa�on of officers involved.   
 
It is Beter to Be Prepared in Case You Are Detained 
ICE is an enforcement authority and may move you quickly without telling you where you are going. They may take 
you to a deten�on center, and families may be separated. If you are detained by ICE or Customs Border and 
Protec�on, remember that you have the right to: 
• Remain silent.  
• Ask to speak to a lawyer. 
• Refuse to sign any documents without speaking to a lawyer. 
• Ask to call your trusted contact. 
• You should also be careful to inform officers if you have children or any medical concerns. 
 
Planning Ahead 
Preparing a plan with trusted contacts can help protect you and your family if a family member is detained.   
• You have the right to legal assistance in advance, such as to speak with an immigra�on lawyer about whether 

you or a loved one qualify for any relief against deporta�on. It can be helpful to memorize their number. 
• It can be helpful to iden�fy a trusted contact and memorize their number, such as a family member or friend 

who can manage your case and provide support if you are detained. 
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• Your contact should have phone numbers for your lawyer, union, consulate, and other cri�cal services. If you 
share your immigra�on “A” number and instruc�ons for using the ICE detainee locator with your trusted contact, 
they will be beter able to find you if you are detained.  Your trusted contact can use the detainee locator at this 
website: htps://locator.ice.gov/odls/#/search. 

 
You Should Prepare and Protect Your Documents 
• Most guides recommend that persons make copies of birth cer�ficates, passports, and immigra�on records and 

keep them in a place known to your contact. 
• Most guides also recommend that you carry copies of important documents, so you do not risk losing or having 

originals taken by immigra�on enforcement. These documents can include: 
o Proof of your immigra�on status, such as a Green Card, I-94, visa, work permit, or I-797 Approval No�ce. 
o If your status is pending, a copy of receipts from USCIS, Form I-797. 
o If in removal proceedings, a copy of your No�ce of Hearing, receipts for applica�ons filed, or a parole no�ce. 
o If represented by a lawyer, signed copies of Form G-28 (No�ce of Entry of Appearance as Atorney). 
o If undocumented, proof that you have lived in the U.S. longer than 2 years (to avoid expedited removal). This 

can include a lease, u�lity bills, taxes, bank statements, medical records, or school records.  
 

Sugges�ons for Financial and Medical Preparedness 
• Many guides recommend that persons try to save funds for legal fees, bonds, and basic needs (food, toiletries) in 

case of deten�on. 
• Consider seeking legal assistance to assigning a power of atorney so someone you trust can manage your 

finances if necessary.  
• City residents can create a power of atorney for free with help from the Gaithersburg Financial 

Empowerment Center. Call 240-454-5199 to make an appointment. 
• Most guides also recommend that you write down your doctor’s contact informa�on and details about your 

medica�ons. You should also make sure your trusted contact can get your medical informa�on if needed. 
 
Sugges�ons to Plan for Your Children 
• Arranging childcare: In planning ahead, you should consider iden�fying at least two people who can care for your 

children if you are detained. This includes wri�ng down their contact details, giving your child’s school the 
designated caregiver’s contact informa�on, and checking to find out if there is any need to formally or legally 
designate a guardian. 

• Securing important documents: Ensure your children have valid passports and travel consent forms. Share copies 
of their birth cer�ficates, medical records, and any relevant informa�on about special needs. 

• Legal prepara�ons: Check your state’s requirements and consider comple�ng a Caregiver Authoriza�on Affidavit 
or other document to legally designate a guardian. 

• Talking with your children: It is always helpful to discuss what to expect and let your children know they will be 
cared for if you are not available. 

• Making a list of medical condi�ons.  It can be helpful, in advance, to make a list of your children’s medical 
condi�ons and medica�on they need to take, making sure that their designated caregiver is aware of what steps 
to take and when. 

• Planning for pets and personal items.  Most guidelines also recommend having a trusted person take care of any 
personal household items and pets while you are away. 
 
  Scan the QR code for resources such as   Scan the QR code for immigra�on resources  
 food, medical, and housing 
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