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ORDINANCE NO. _0-8-22

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 6C OF
THE CITY CODE ENTITLED, “ELECTIONS”

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Mayor and Council of the City of Gaithersburg, in public
meeting assembled, that Chapter 6C of the City Code is hereby amended to read as
follows:

Chapter 6C
ELECTIONS CODE

* * *
ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL
SEC. 6C-1. Definitions
As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated
unless a contrary meaning is clearly intended from the context in which the term
appears:
Absentee Voting: Voting by absentee ballot to include voting by mail-in ballot. Any

reference to “absentee voting” or “absentee ballots” includes mail-in voting and mail-in
ballots.

Board: Board of supervisors of elections for the city.

Candidate: Individual who seeks nomination for election, or seeks election, to city
office.

Contribution: A qift, or promise of gift of money, donated to any candidate or
representative.

Contributor: Any person who makes a contribution or expenditure, of cash or in-kind
contribution, to or on behalf of a candidate.

Boldface Heading or defined term.
Underlining Added to existing law by original bill.
i i Deleted from existing law by original bill.
Double underlining Added by Amendment.
Deublestrikethrough Deleted from existing law or the bill by amendment.
* * * Existing law unaffected by bill.
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Election: General, special or recall elections.

Expenditure: Any transfer, disbursement or promise of money or valuable thing (in-
kind contribution), by a candidate, treasurer, or other agent of such candidate, or political
committee to promote or assist in the promotion of the success or defeat of a candidate
or proposition submitted to a vote at any election. Independent expenditure: A
cumulative expenditure of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) or more by a person to
assist in the promotion of the success or defeat of any candidate for city elective office
that is not coordinated with any candidate or group of candidates.

In-kind contribution: Anything of value, other than a gift or promise of money,
donated to any candidate or representative, or a representative of any political
committee, to promote or assist any candidate, political committee or proposition
submitted to a vote of any election.

Person: A corporation, business, other legal entity or an individual.

Political committee: Any combination of two (2) or more persons who are not
candidates formed in any manner, which independently collects or expends a
cumulative amount of two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) or more to assist in the
promotion of the success or defeat of any candidate for city elective office.

Report: A report of expenditures, loans, and contributions (in-kind or cash) received
by any candidate or political committee.

Surplus campaign funds: Funds left in a candidate's account after the election is
certified and all campaign debts, including all loans, have been paid.

Treasurer: Any person appointed by a candidate or political committee to receive

or disburse money or other things of value to promote or assist in the promotion of any
candidate or proposition.

ARTICLE II. FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES
* * *
Sec. 6C-5. Time and manner of reporting—Candidates.
(a) The first report of a candidate in a general election shall be filed at the offices of
the city board of supervisors of elections on or before the last day to file for

elected office.

(b) The second report of such a candidate shall be filed with the board forty-three
(43) days before the election.
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(c) The third report of such a candidate shall be filed with the board twenty-two (22)
days before the election.

(d) The fourth report of such a candidate shall be filed with the board eight (8) days
before the election.

(e) The fifth report of such a candidate shall be filed with the board fourteen (14)
days after the election.

() The next report of every candidate in a general election, whether elected or not,
shall be for transactions through filed-en the last day of the month following the
month in which the general election was conducted. This report shall be filed by
the second Monday after December 31.

(g) Thereatfter, every candidate shall annually file by-December31 a report of any
contributions received or expenditures made by the candidate or any other
person on the candidate's behalf from the day of filing of the last prior report
through December 31 and any balance remaining in the account. This report shall
be filed by the second Monday after December 31. No report shall be required
after all receipts and disbursements have been entirely accounted for and no
balance shall remain in the account.

#(h) The first report filed by any candidate shall include any balance remaining at
the expiration of the last reporting period from any prior election and any
contributions received and any expenditures made since the date of this last prior
report, through the day three (3) days preceding the date of the filing of such first
report. Each subsequent report by any candidate shall include all contributions
received and expenditures made from the day of the filing of the last prior report
through the day three (3) days preceding the filing of the subsequent report.

(i) The board of supervisors of elections may extend the filing deadline of any report
required by this section due to exigent circumstances.

&)(1) Every such report shall be available for inspection by any person at the city
offices during regular business hours.

(k) If the last day of the month on which any report is due shall fall on a Saturday,
Sunday or a city legal holiday, then such report shall be required to be filed on
the next following day when city offices are open for regular business.

(1) Any candidate who shall fail to timely file a report required by this section shall
be subject to a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00).

* * *
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Sec. 6C-7. Time and manner of reporting—Political committees.

(a) The first report of a political committee shall be due within three (3) days of
collecting or expending the minimum amount required to establish a political
committee to assist in the promotion of the success or defeat of any candidate
for city elective office.

(b) The second report of such a political committee shall be filed with the board forty-
three (43) days before the election.

(c) The third report of such a political committee shall be filed with the board twenty-
two (22) days before the election.

(d) The fourth report of such a political committee shall be filed with the board eight
(8) days before the election.

(e) The fifth report of such a political committee shall be filed with the board fourteen
(14) days after the election.

() The next report of such political committee shall be filed on the last day of the
month following the month in which the general election was conducted. This
report shall be filed by the second Monday after December 31.

(9) Thereatfter, every such political committee shall annually file by-Becember31 a
report of any contributions received or expenditures made to assist in the
promotion of the success or defeat of any candidate for city elective office. This
report shall be filed by the second Monday after December 31. No report shall be
required after all receipts and disbursements have been entirely accounted for
and no balance shall remain in the account.

(h) The first report filed by any such political committee shall include any balance
remaining at the expiration of the last reporting period from any prior election and
any contributions received and any expenditures made to assist in the promotion
of the success or defeat of any candidate for city elective office since the date of
this last prior report, through the day three (3) days preceding the date of the filing
of such first report. Each subsequent report by any political committee shall
include all contributions received and expenditures made from the day of the filing
of the last prior report through the day three (3) days preceding the filing of the
subsequent report.

() Every such report shall be available for inspection by any person at the city offices
during regular business hours.

() If the last day of the month on which any report is due shall fall on a Saturday,
Sunday or a city legal holiday, then such report shall be required to be filed on
the next following day when city offices are open for regular business.

* * *
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ARTICLE Ill. ABSENTEE VOTING
* * *
Sec. 6C-21. Time for providing absentee ballots.

Absentee ballot applications shall be available for distribution sixty (60) days prior to
each elections, and absentee ballots, envelopes and instructions for casting absentee

ADOPTED by the City Council this this 6th day of September 2022.
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JUD ASHMAN, MAYOR and
President of the Council

DELIVERED to the Mayor of the City of Gaithersburg this 6th day of September,
2022. APPROVED by the Mayor of the City of Gaithersburg this 6th day of September,

2022.
DocuSigned by:
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JUD ASHMAN, MAYOR

THIS IS TO CERTIFY, that the foregoing
Ordinance was adopted by the City
Council of the City of Gaithersburg, in
public meeting assembled on the this 6th
day of September, 2022; and that the
same was APPROVED by the Mayor of
the City of Gaithersburg on the this 6th
day of September, 2022. This Ordinance
will become effective on the 26th day of
September 2022.
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Tanisha Briley, City Manager






