
Updated March 2022 

P&CA        PLANNING AND CODE ADMINISTRATION 
 

City of Gaithersburg   -   31 South Summit Avenue   -   Gaithersburg, Maryland  20877   -   Telephone: (301) 258-6330   -   Fax: (301) 258-6336 

 

CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM REQUIREMENTS 
RENTAL UNITS IN THE CITY OF GAITHERSBURG 

UPDATED TO REFLECT STATE OF MARYLAND REQUIREMENTS 
FOR RENTAL DWELLINGS 

 

 
Beginning in April of 2018, Maryland Law now requires all new and existing rental dwelling units to have working 
Carbon Monoxide (CO) alarms. This includes all dwelling units that are rented to an individual or family, 
regardless of the presence of any fuel-burning appliances or heating systems. 
 
CO alarms can be of one (1) of the following types: 

a. A/C Hard-wired CO alarm with battery backup 
b. Single-station CO alarm that is powered by a 10-year battery in a sealed tamper-resistant compartment. 
c. A/C Plug-in CO alarm with battery backup consisting of a 10-year lithium battery in a sealed tamper-

resistant compartment 
d. CO detector that is connected to an on-site alarm control unit that monitors the carbon monoxide alarm 

remotely so that a responsible party is alerted when the device activates the alarm signal and that 
receives its primary power from a battery or the control unit 

 
The installation of new carbon monoxide alarms shall be in accordance with the manufacturer’s 
recommendations and NFPA 720 for the Installation of Carbon Monoxide Warning Equipment in Dwelling Units. 
Carbon monoxide alarms must be listed by a nationally recognized testing laboratory. 
 
Installation Tips: 

 CO alarms are required to be installed in a central location outside each separate sleeping area and on 
every level of the home, including basements. 

 Since all existing multifamily dwelling units are required to have A/C hard-wired smoke alarms in the 
vicinity of each sleeping area, it is recommended that those hard-wired smoke alarms be replaced with 
combination Smoke & CO alarm devices that are A/C hard-wired with battery back-up. 

 Every model of carbon monoxide alarm is tested according to manufacturer specifications. It is important 
to follow manufacturer’s specifications when you are deciding where to place your CO alarm. 

 CO alarms are not substitutes for smoke alarms. Know the difference between the sound of smoke 
alarms and the sound of CO alarms. 

 Do not install CO alarms in close proximity to any fuel-burning appliance, in humid areas such as 
bathrooms, in direct sunlight, or near any sources of blowing air such as a fan, vent or open window. 

 
For more information, visit www.nfpa.org or www.usa.fema.gov 
 
For questions, contact any of the City Fire Marshal’s staff by email to FireMarshal@gaithersburgmd.gov or via 
telephone at 301-258-6330. 
 
Information on City of Gaithersburg Smoke Alarm Requirements can be found in the “Documents” section of 
the City Fire Marshal webpage at www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/fire-marshal. 
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