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The checklist below contains the minimum requirements from the City Fire Code that must be met for
any home operating as a Family Day-Care facility in the City of Gaithersburg.

1.
2.
3.

10.

Are house address numbers at least 5” in height and visible from the street?
Is there a working light fixture provided outside of all exit doors?

Does the home have a pre-arranged plan of escape in case of fire or other
emergency that includes a means to alert all occupants and shows two (2) means
of escape from all areas?

Have you practiced your escape plan as a monthly fire drill and maintained a log
of the fire drills?

Does every room used for sleeping, living, recreation, education, or dining
purposes have at least two means of escape?

Does every room have a primary means of escape that consists of a door,
stairway, or ramp providing a means of unobstructed travel to the outside at
ground level?

For windows used as the secondary means of escape, do the windows meet both
of the following: (a.) Windows are operable by day-care provider to a clear
opening of not less than 20 inches wide, not less than 24” tall and 821 square
inches in total open area; and (b.) The bottom of the window openings are not
more than 44”above the floor?

Do both the primary and secondary means of escape from each room allow
opening and/or unlocking from the inside without the use of a key, tool, or
special knowledge?

If clients are located in a basement, is there at least one door that opens directly
to the outside at grade or to an outside stair that goes to ground level?

If a sliding door is used as a means of escape, does the door meet all the
following: (a.) Only one, easily operated, locking/latching device; (b.) No
draperies, screens, or storm doors that could impede egress; (c.)Sill or track
height not more than 1/2-inch high; (d.) Opens to an all-weather surface such as
a deck, patio, or sidewalk that is not more than an 8-inch step-down; (e.) Opens
to at least 28 inches clear width; (f.) Before day-care use each day the door is
unlocked and tested to the full required to ensure it is operating properly; and
(9.) During periods of snow or freezing rain, door tracks are cleared out and the
door opened periodically throughout the day in order to ensure proper operation?
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In all areas occupied by children under 6 years of age, are all electrical
receptacles tamper resistant receptacles, or provided special protective covers?

Are all rooms/areas intended for napping equipped with hardwired A/C
powered smoke detectors with battery back-up installed in that room/area?

Are smoke alarms installed per City Fire Code on each level and inside each
sleeping room of the dwelling and all devices no more than 10 years old? (This
is required by City Fire Code for all areas, regardless of whether or not the area
is being used as part of the Day-Care.)*

For homes having fuel-fired equipment or an attached garage, are Carbon
Monoxide Alarms installed on each level of the dwelling?

Is all electrical wiring installed and maintained in accordance with the National
Electrical Code, and are extension cords only used on a temporary basis and
rated for the device(s) being served?

Is all heating, ventilating, and air conditioning equipment installed and
maintained in accordance with all applicable codes and manufacturer’s
requirements?

Are unvented fuel-fired (kerosene/propane) room heaters prohibited from use
during operating hours?

Are all approved heating equipment in spaces occupied by children provided
with partitions, screens or other physical barriers to protect children from hot
surfaces or open flame?

Is there at least one operable flashlight provided in a location accessible to the
staff for use in the event of a power failure?

Is good general housekeeping maintained throughout all areas?

For Family Day-Care located in an apartment building:

If the apartment egress is through enclosed corridors, are the common hallway
and stairs protected with an approved smoke detection system with detectors
installed in compliance with the Fire Alarm Code?
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*For more information on Smoke Alarm requirements in the City of Gaithersburg, please visit the Fire
Marshal page on the City website (www.gaithersburgmd.gov/services/fire-marshal) and, along the right-
hand side of the page, in the DOCUMENTS section, click “Smoke Alarm Requirements.”

Questions? Please contact the Fire Marshal’s office via email at FireMarshal@gaithersburgmd.gov, or

call the Planning & Code Administration at 301-258-6330 and ask for the Fire Marshal.
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