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Jasmine Forbes

From: DeVol - Web - RDeVol <RDeVol@DeVolFuneralHome.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 2:45 PM
To: Jasmine Forbes
Cc: Wallace Scott; Rhodes Philip
Subject: Signage

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 
 
Jasmine 
Attached please find the pictures you requested showing that the signage has been posted. Thank you Bob DeVol 
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To help slow the spread of the coronavirus, the City 
of Gaithersburg is not conducting in person meetings. 
Information on how to watch or participate will be 
available at www.gaithersburgmd.gov/virtual. Refer 
to the City's meeting agenda at 
www.gaithersburgmd.gov/meetings or cal/ 301-258-
6330 for additional information , 
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12314249Preview For Order # 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

The Mayor and City council or the City or Gaithersburg. Maryland. 
will conduct a public hearing on Concept Site Plan SP-8415-2020 on 

MONDAY 
AUGUST 3, 2020 

AT7:30P.M. 

or as soon thereafter as this matter can be heard virtually by 
teleconference online and phone. 

~c:it~~1~ 1~'1l~l~P~f f1Jtf:.\J:!ea~rc.s:~;~~~ 
~~~~~ ~1~:~l~~rn'1,;ge~~~i\t"t~~gi~n~~M~~t:i~ 
East Deer Park DriVe. 

Further information may be Obtainec from the Planning and Cocle 
Administration Department at City Hall, 31 SOUth summit Avenue, 
between the hours ol 8 a.m. and 5 p.m ., Mooday through Friday, or by 
visiting the City's website at 
https:/twww.galthersburgmd.gov/govemmenttprojects-ln-the-clty. 

Jasmine Forbes, Planner 
~lanning~aithersburgmd.gov 
ianningan code.Adm1nistrat1on 
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Jasmine Forbes

To: Anthony Berger
Subject: RE: Devol Funeral Home- Preliminary Staff Analysis 

 
 

From: Anthony Berger <Anthony.Berger@gaithersburgmd.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 8:01 AM 
To: Jasmine Forbes <Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Subject: RE: Devol Funeral Home‐ Preliminary Staff Analysis  
 
Good Morning Jasmine, 
                The Trip Generation Manual does not list funeral homes as a specific land use.  In general I would consider it a 
similar use to a religious facility.  I would also estimate that the majority of generation would take place outside peak 
hours so it is unlikely that the am/pm peak hour trips will increase by more than 30 trips.    
 
                I believe they are in compliance with the requirements of the Gaithersburg Traffic Impact Study standards and 
no study is required. 
 
Thanks, 
Tony       
 

 

Anthony Berger, PE | Engineering Services Division Chief 

City of Gaithersburg | 800 Rabbitt Road | Gaithersburg, MD 20878 

P (240) 805‐1265 | www.gaithersburgmd.gov 

 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

From: Jasmine Forbes 
Sent: Monday, July 13, 2020 4:36:04 PM 
To: Anthony Berger 
Subject: Devol Funeral Home‐ Preliminary Staff Analysis  
  
Hi Tony,  
 
I am currently writing the preliminary staff analysis for the Devol Funeral Home at 10 East Deer Park Avenue. The 
Applicant is converting an existing building at 14 East Deer Park Avenue to expand the existing funeral home services to 
include a crematorium and  viewing parlor (1,776 square feet). In the Applicant’s APFO statement, they noted that new 
services is not going to increase the am/pm peak hours trips. Do you concur with the Applicant’s statement or do you 
need more information?  
 

 

Jasmine Forbes, Planner I 
Planning and Code Administration  
City of Gaithersburg | 31 South Summit Avenue| Gaithersburg, MD, 20877 
Direct: 240‐805‐1069 | Main: 301‐258‐6330| www.gaithersburgmd.gov  
Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov  
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MILES & 
STOCKBRIDGE P.C. 

July 16, 2020 

Mr. Jud Ashman, Mayor. 
and Members of the Gaithersburg City Council 

City of Gaithersburg 
31 South Summit A venue 
Gaithersburg. MD 20877-2038 

Scott C. Wallace 
301.517.48 13 
swal lace01m i lesstockbridge.com 

Re: DeVol Funeral Home - 10 and 14 E. Deer Park Drive. Gaithersburg (the ··Property") 

Dear Mayor Ashman and Council Members: 

This firm represents DeVol Enterprises, Inc. ('"DeVol"). the owner of the above-referenced 
Property located in Gaithersburg. On behalf of DeVol. we are filing this Concept Site Plan 
Application for the conversion of an existing single-fami ly house on the Property to a funeral 
home use including a viewing parlor and cremation services and additional smface parking in 
two phases as detailed fu rther below (the ··Application .. ). 

By way of background, the Property contains approximately 2.06 acres (89.733.60 square feet) 
and is zoned Corridor Development (CD). The Property is located on the south side of East Deer 
Park Drive. at the intersection of Frederick Avenue and East Deer Park Drive. More specifically, 
the Property consists of one lot and one parcel - P86 I (14 East Deer Park Drive) and Lot I. 
Block V, recorded among the Land Records of Montgomery County. Maryland at Plat No. 
16398 (10 East Deer Park Drive). The Property is currently improved with an approximately 
5.291 square-foot ("SF') funeral home, an 89-space surface parking lot, and an approximately 
1.762-SF vacant single-family house. Surrounding uses include single-fami ly homes to the south 
and east, medical offices to the west across Frederick Avenue. and commerc ial uses and 
multifamily housing to the north across East Deer Park Drive. 

The Application proposes conversion of an existing house on the Property to a funeral home use 
including cremation services and additional surface parking in two phases (the ··Project''). The 
Application also proposes to consolidate the lot and parcel that currently make up the Property 
into a single lot. 

In the first phase. DeVol proposes to convert the existing house on the Prope11y to a funeral 
home use. including an approximately 600-SF addition at the rear of the existing house to be 
used for crematory services ("Phase I"). The add ition wil l be approximately 14 feet or one story 
in height. As shown on the architectural renderings. the proposed design of the addition 

115177100000 l\482.J-3724-9218. v I 
11 N. WASHINGTON STREET, SUITE 700 I ROCKVILLE, MD 20850-4276 I 301.762.1600 I milesstockbridge.com 
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endeavors to retain the residential appearance of the existing house. The fa~ade of the existing 
house facing East Deer Park Drive will be retained. The addition wil l be placed at the rear of the 
house. Phase I will serve the existing clients of the funeral home and is not anticipated to 
generate a significant number of new families visiting the Property. The existing surface parking 
lot is adequate to serve the existing funeral home and proposed funeral parlor in the converted 
house. 

In the second phase, De Vol proposes to increase the surface parking on the Property from 89 
spaces to 111 spaces in order to accommodate the occasions when there is a large funeral. As 
shown on the Concept Site Plan. the additional parking would be located to the rear of the 
existing single-family house such that it is mostly screened from East Deer Park Drive. 
Stormwdter management facilities will be provided within the proposed parking lot area. 
Additional landscape screening can be provided along the property boundaries to augment 
existing vegetation. Parking lot lighting will also be provided. Landscape and lighting plans 
will be developed and submitted at the time of Final Site Plan. 

Vehicular and pedestrian access to the Project will be along the Property"s East Deer Park Drive 
frontage. Vehicular access to the Project will remain via two ex isting curb cuts off of East Deer 
Park Drive leading to the existing surface parking lot. as well as the driveway serving the 
existing house. 

The Project enhances pedestrian access and circulation by continuing the existing 5-foot wide 
sidewalk along the Property's East Deer Park frontage to and slightly past the eastern property 
line, as shown on the Concept Site Plan. The sidewalk will be completed in the first phase. 

As detailed below. the Project. as proposed in the Application. meets the required findings for 
Concept Site Plan approval. advances the purposes of the CD Zone and the applicable 
recommendations of the 2001 City of Gaithersburg Special Study Area Frederick A venue 
Corridor Land Use Plan: A Master Plan Element (the "Master Plan"). and all public facilities are 
adequate to serve the Project. 

Required Findings under Zoning Ordinance Sec. 24-160G.7(b) 

(I) The plan is substantially in accord 1rith architectural. sif?nage. lighting, srreetscape, 
parking and other regulations. requirements and guidelines adopted by the City Council 
for the applicable corridor area. 

As shown on the Concept Site Plan, the Project is substantially in accord with architectural. 
signage. lighting, streetscape, parking and other regulations. requirements and guidelines adopted 

115177\000001\4824-3724-9218. v 1 
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by the C ity Council for the Frederick A venue Corridor. As shown on the architectural 
renderings included with this Application, in keeping with the purpose of the Frederick A venue 
Corridor Design Code ("Design Code"). the residential appearance of the ex isting house will be 
maintained and shared by the proposed addition in terms of height and materials. In this way, 
the Project will be compatible with the context and character of the neighborhood in furtherance 
of the purpose of the Design Code (p. 20). 

(2) The plan meets or accomplishes the purposes. objectives and minimum standards and 
requirements of the zone: and 

As detailed below and shown on the Concept Site Plan, the Project meets or accomplishes the 
purposes, objectives and min imum standards of the CD zone. More speci fically. the Project 
satisfies the he ight, placement and setback standards under Zoning Ordinance Sec. 24-160G.4. 
The proposed addition to the existing house consists of a s ing le story approximately 14 feet in 
height. As noted on the data table, all setbacks are greater than the 15 feet required on a parcel 
containing an existing building. The proposed additional parking wil l be placed at the rear of the 
existing house and meets the standards set forth in Zoning Ordinance Sec. 24- l60G.4(e). 

(3) The plan is in accord ·with the area master plan and any accompanying special condition 
or requirements contained in said master plan for the area under consideration: and 

As detailed below, the Project is in accord with the Master Plan. 

(4) The plan will be internally and externally compatible and harmonious with existing and 
planned land uses in the CD zoned area and adjacent areas; and 

The Project is internally and externally compatible and harmonious with the existing and planned 
land use in the CD zoned area and adjacent areas. The neighborhood surrounding the Property is 
eclectic, containing light commercia l and office uses, multi-family housing. and single-family 
housing. The first phase of the Project entail s a 600-SF addition to the rear of the existing house 
on the Property. The addition will allow DeVoJ to expand the services it provides onsite to 
include cremation and a v iewing parlor for fami lies who wish to be present for the process. As 
previously noted, this first phase is not anticipated to expand De Vol' s business. T he Project also 
will not alter the residential appearance of the ex isting house. Thus, the expanded funeral home 
use will remain consistent and harmonious with the mix of uses in the surrounding CD zoned and 
adjacent area. 

115177\00000 l \4824-3724-92 18.v I 
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Mr. Jud Ashman, Mayor, 
and Members of the Gaithersburg City Council 

July 16, 2020 
Page4 

(5) The existing or planned public facilities are adequate to service the proposed 
development contained in the plan: and 

As detailed below, existing public facilities are adequate to serve the Project. 

(6) The development staging or phasing program if any. is adequa1e in relation to the 
provision of public facilities and private amenities to service the proposed development; 
and 

The phasing program will be adequate in relation to the provision of public facilities and private 
amenities to serve the Project. As previously noted. Phase I entails the conversion of the 
existing house on the Property to a funeral parlor with a 600-SF addition to be used for a viewing 
parlor and cremation services. Phase l is intended to serve existing clients and will not expand 
DeVol's business. Phase 2 consists of additional surface parking, which will allow DeVol to 
accommodate large funerals. This additional parking is not required for Phase 1, as the existing 
89-space surface parking lot is adequate to serve both the existing funeral home use and Phase 1. 

(7) The plan, ((approved. would be in the public interest. 

The Project is in the public interest. as it repurposes a vacant and long underutilized single­
family house to serve the existing clients of De Vol's funeral home business. 

(8) The existing buildings with historic signfficance are considered for preservation and 
retention pursuant 10 the city's historic preservation ordinance. 

None of the existing buildings on the Property have historic significance. 

Conformance to the CD Zone Purposes 

The Project satisfies the purposes of the CD zone. The purposes of the CD zone are as follows: 

(a) Encourage a form of development. consistent with the goals and provisions <~( the 
respective master plans for the city that will achieve the physical characteristics 
necessary to enhance the economic vitality. planned visual character and quality 
of f((e within an ident(fied transportation corridor in the city. 

(b) Create a more attractive and cohesire development pallern and to enhance the 
city's sense of pluce through the creation of indil•idual character associated with 
the corridor in the applicable corridor master plan. 

115177\000001\-1824-372-l-9218.vl 
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(c) Encourage development and redel'elopment and renovation of declining or 
underutilized properties along the corridor. 

(d) Encourage the use of consistent. compatible and al/ractive architecture, 
streetscape and visual themes. 

(e) Create a streamlined process.for zoning and plan appro1·als. 

(I) Provide an appropriate scale of development and mix of retail, service, 
employment and residential uses as recommended in the applicable corridor plan. 

Consistent with the above listed purposes of the CD zone. DeYol proposes to renovate the 
existing vacant and underutilized single-family house to integrate it into the ex isting. successful 
funeral home use on the Property. Tbus. the Project contributes to the mix of retail. service, 
employment and residential uses by continuing the exist ing funeral home use on the Property and 
expanding its services. 

Fu11her consistent with the purposes of the CD zone. the design utilizes '·consistent, compatible, 
and attractive architecture, streetscape and visual themes:' The proposed 600-SF addition to the 
rear of the existing house retains the house· s residential appearance and is of an "appropriate 
scale .. given the character and scale of the surrounding uses. The architecture and scale of the 
addit ion are designed to blend with the single-family houses to the south and east, creating a 
transition between those houses and the office and multi family housing uses to the north. This 
will result in an "attractive and cohesive development pattern." 

Master Plan Conformance 

ln addition to being consistent with the purposes of the CD zone. the Project is consistent with 
the Master Plan. The Master Plan identifies the Property as Lot I Block V and Parcel P86 I 
(Map Designation F). Master Plan. p. I 0. The Master Plan further locates the Property in the 
··Southern Residential District'' of the Frederick A venue Corridor and recommends that its 
development be " in keeping with the residential character of this portion of the corridor." Id. at 
5, I 0. The Master Plan further recommends "'commercial-office-residential'' land uses. Id. at 10. 
Consistent with this, DeVol proposes to locate a commercial use (funeral home) within a 
residential structure (single-family house). Thus. the residential character of the area is visually 
retained, while making use of a vacant and underutilized structure. 

The Master Plan specifically discusses the existing house on the Property. It notes: '"two houses 
are zoned Residential Buffer (RB) and currently contain uses are that are consistent with that 

115177\000001\4824-3724-92 18.v l 
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zone. However, due to use and design constraints to the RB zone. these propet1ies have 
experienced difficulty maintaining their viability given their location.'' Id. at I 0. The Master 
Plan recommends a 'commercial-office-residentiar' land use designation and CD zoning to 
remedy this. id. Consistent with the CD zone and --commercial-office-residential" land use 
designation, De Vol proposes to integrate the existing house into the existing funeral home use on 
the Property. thereby making use of the long underutilized single-family house. 

Adeguacv of Public Facilities 

With regard to transportation facilities. the conversion of the existing house to funeral use will 
generate a de minimus number of new peak-hour trips. With regard to fire services. the Property 
is located within a I 0-minute response time of Fire Stations 8. 28 and 32. With regard to water 
and sewer service, the Project will be served by existing public water and sewer facilities. 

Upon review of this letter and the enclosed application materials. please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any questions or co1;ments. Thank you for your continued assistance on 
this Project. 

cc: Ms. Jasmine Forbes 
Mr. Robert DeVol 
Mr. Phil Rhodes 

11 5 I 77\00000 I \4824-3724-92 I 8.v I 

Very truly yours. 

Scott C. Wallace 



DeVol Funeral Home
10 & 14 East Deer Park Drive, Gaithersburg, MD
July 16, 2020

A. Morton Thomas & Associates, Inc.

800 King Farm Boulevard, 4th Floor

Rockville, MD, 20850   

ph: 301.881.2545
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