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Jasmine Forbes

From: Jasmine Forbes
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2020 1:15 PM
To: 'Jeff Taylor'
Subject: RE: Comments on DeVol application SP-8415-2020

Good Afternoon,  
 
Thank you for your correspondence related to Concept Site Plan application SP‐8415‐2020. Your correspondence will be 
included in the Council’s record for their consideration.  
 
Regards,  
Jasmine Forbes  
 
 

 

Jasmine Forbes, Planner I 
Planning and Code Administration  
City of Gaithersburg | 31 South Summit Avenue| Gaithersburg, MD, 20877 
Direct: 240‐805‐1069 | Main: 301‐258‐6330| www.gaithersburgmd.gov  
Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov  

 
 
 
 
From: Jeff Taylor <jataylor86@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2020 12:49 PM 
To: Planning External Mailing <Planning@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Subject: Comments on DeVol application SP‐8415‐2020 

 

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 

 
Council Members,  
  
I am writing to express my concern and ask you to reject the proposed crematorium at DeVol's Funeral Home (the 
proposed DeVol application SP-8415-2020).  
  
This is a residential area, and currently very little is known about the long‐term health effects of emissions produced by 
cremators. The proposed site is about 1,000 feet from my house and even closer to other houses on my street. I have a 
young child at home and there are multiple daycares on my street, not to mention many older residents in the 
neighborhood who may be particularly vulnerable to airborne toxins. To think that they would be exposed to toxic 
chemicals in the air on a daily basis is terrifying.  
  
In the application materials I found no mention of an assessment of the potential impacts on the air quality in the 
surrounding areas from the crematorium, except in letters of concern from members of the community. This is 
especially concerning given that recent research has found that crematoriums can emit significant toxins into the air that 
are harmful to human health. See for example this peer reviewed article available from the National Institutes of Health 
(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5931459/): 
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Xue, Y., Cheng, L., Chen, X., Zhai, X., Wang, W., Zhang, W., Bai, Y., Tian, H., Nie, L., Zhang, S., & Wei, T. (2018). Emission 
characteristics of harmful air pollutants from cremators in Beijing, China. PloS one, 13(5), e0194226. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0194226 
  
I am also concerned about property values and what this would mean for my neighborhood. Prospective buyers would 
likely see the crematorium when entering the neighborhood, and may notice poor air quality when visiting homes for 
sale.  
  
I also feel that it would be particularly unfair to the residents of East Gaithersburg to build a crematorium near our 
residential community. I am sure that a crematorium would never be allowed in other residential areas of the city such 
as Downtown Crown or Kentlands, and it should not be allowed here. 
  
For these reasons, I urge the City of Gaithersburg to reject Concept Site Plan SP-8415-2020. 
  
Sincerely,  
  
Jeffrey Taylor 
14 Virginia Drive 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
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Jasmine Forbes

From: Jasmine Forbes
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2020 11:55 AM
To: 'sood'
Subject: RE: SP-8415-2020   10/14 East Deer Park Ave;  Gaithersburg;  MD 20877   Concept Site 

Plan by DeVol Funeral Home of Crematory

Good Morning,  
 
We apologize that you did not receive the notice before the meeting on Tuesday. The meeting was organized by the 
Applicant and was not a City sponsored event. To the best of our knowledge the meeting was recorded. I would 
recommend that you contact Scott Wallace,  the Applicant’s Attorney. His contact information is 
swallace@MilesStockbridge.com and 1‐301‐517‐4813. Please note that the record for the application is open until 5pm 
on September 16th.  
 
Regards,  
Jasmine Forbes  
 
 

 

Jasmine Forbes, Planner I 
Planning and Code Administration  
City of Gaithersburg | 31 South Summit Avenue| Gaithersburg, MD, 20877 
Direct: 240‐805‐1069 | Main: 301‐258‐6330| www.gaithersburgmd.gov  
Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov  

 
 

From: sood <asnas5@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2020 10:45 AM 
To: Laurie‐Anne Sayles <Laurie‐Anne.Sayles@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Robert Wu <robert.wu@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Neil 
Harris <Neil.Harris@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Ryan Spiegel <ryan.spiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Jud Ashman 
<Jud.Ashman@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Jasmine Forbes <Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Michael Sesma 
<michael.sesma@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Subject: Re: SP‐8415‐2020 10/14 East Deer Park Ave; Gaithersburg; MD 20877 Concept Site Plan by DeVol Funeral Home 
of Crematory 

 

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 

 
The notification came thru US Mail.  All Federal agencies such as EPA, NIH, Army Corps of Engineers, all 
congressional offices hold meetings with the community regularly and 20 to 30 working days is pretty standard 
procedure. 
I expect City of Gaithersburg and their vendors should follow the same procedure.  Any thing less 
means the vendor is trying to sneak unwanted results. 

Thanks 
Avi Sood 
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On Thursday, September 10, 2020, 09:54:43 PM EDT, Michael Sesma <michael.sesma@gaithersburgmd.gov> wrote:  
 
 

Dear Avi, 

 

Thank you for your email. It is unfortunate you received this notice after the meeting date. Did this letter of 
notification arrive via US Mail? 

 

Best, 

Mike 

 

Michael A. Sesma 
Council Member, City of Gaithersburg 
301-412-4136 
 

From: sood <asnas5@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 9:19 PM 
To: Laurie‐Anne Sayles; Michael Sesma; Robert Wu; Neil Harris; Ryan Spiegel; Jud Ashman; Jasmine Forbes 
Subject: Re: SP‐8415‐2020 10/14 East Deer Park Ave; Gaithersburg; MD 20877 Concept Site Plan by DeVol Funeral Home 
of Crematory  
  

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 

 
I  received "Notice of Virtual Informational meeting" today 10 Sep 2020 from Miles & Stockbridge  company 
when the meeting was held a day before .  The letter is dated Aug 28, 2020 but I received today. 
 

Meeting like these are held and information is given 30 to 40 days in advance but this vendor is only giving 8 
working days.  
 

It is clear cheating the system and I request the virtual meeting should be held AGAIN and let the community 
collect them selves and have a joint open discussion. 
 

The way the vendor is trying to hide and squeeze a permit clearly shows his heart is not at the right place. I am 
enclosing the Miles Stockbridge ltr which was mailed on Friday 28 Aug 2020.  Meeting on 9 Sep 2020. There 
are 2 weekends during this period.   
 

Thanks 

Avi Sood 
 
 

On Monday, August 17, 2020, 09:50:47 AM EDT, Jasmine Forbes <jasmine.forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov> wrote:  
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Good Morning,  

  

Thank you for your correspondence related to Concept Site Plan application SP-8415-2020. Your 
correspondence will be included in the Council’s record for their consideration.  

  

Regards,  

Jasmine Forbes 

  

  

  

 

Jasmine Forbes, Planner I 

Planning and Code Administration  
City of Gaithersburg | 31 South Summit Avenue| Gaithersburg, MD, 20877 

Direct: 240-805-1069 | Main: 301-258-6330| www.gaithersburgmd.gov  

Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov  

  

  

  

  

From: sood <asnas5@yahoo.com>  
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2020 5:28 PM 
To: dad <pitaji1971@yahoo.com>; Jud Ashman <Jud.Ashman@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Cc: hollysorell@msn.com; j_neumann@verizon.net 
Subject: SP-8415-2020 10/14 East Deer Park Ave; Gaithersburg; MD 20877 Concept Site Plan by DeVol 
Funeral Home of Crematory 

  

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 

  

1.  My name is Avi Sood.  This letter is from Me and my wife.  We live on 219 East Deer Park Dr.  about 2000  ft from the 
place where crematory is planned.  
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2.  Our request not to give a permit to build a crematory based on HEALTH HAZARD and SAFETY HAZARD. 

  

3. Every crematory releases Mercury in the air, which has been proven is unsafe by EPA   Mercury and Air Toxics 
Standards | US EPA  https://www.epa.gov/mats . There are over 3000 Superfund sites within USA which are on the EPA 
books polluted with Mercury and now to be cleaned.  We don't want DeVol becomes another superfund site 50 years from 
now in the future which would reflect BAD and POOR decision by City of Gathersburg.  

  

4.  Since I have respiratory problems it means living in a neighborhood and inhaling air polluted with mercury vapors. 

  

In one of article by NIH (National Institute Of Health) states "In mercury vapor inhalation, death has occurred from 
respiratory failure. Postmortem studies have shown severe damage to the bronchi and bronchioles with marked alveolar 
edema2). In the presence of necrosis, complications such as interstitial emphysema, pneumomediastinum and 
pneumothorax can occur4). 

Article by NIH which is enclosed tells all  

Mercury inhalation poisoning and acute lung 
injury    https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4531943/  

  

5. Something like this, where a vendor is trying to build a crematory within the residential  neighborhood has come many 
times in USA.  It happened in Atlanta GA. Below is the summary  

 
State Sen. Brandon Beach, R-Alpharetta, has filed a bill that could head off future battles 
over the location of crematoriums. 

Beach’s bill would ban them within 2,000 feet of a residential neighborhood, an increase from the current 1,000 foot 
limitation, and would also strike the term “stand-alone” crematorium from the Georgia code. 

Metro Atlanta has seen several nasty fights over such facilities in recent years. Funeral home operators say the 
percentage of people wishing cremation keeps increasing, and that the incineration process is safe. Opponents fear that 
harmful chemicals could be released, posing a risk to nearby residents, particularly children. And they claim property 
values drop and traffic increases. 

Residents of the Towne Lake area of Woodstock started a campaign recently after County Commissioner Brian Poole 
announced plans for a funeral home and crematorium near a heavily-residential area. 

Their issuses where that there are health risks associated with living so close to a crematory; quality of life will be 
diminished; it’s too close to Etowah High School (a tenth of a mile away); property values will drop and traffic will increase. 

  

6.  We request such a permit NOT be given.  My home is about 2000 ft but there are other houses as close as 100 ft of 
this proposed crematory.  Since this is old neighborhood and there are many senior citizens living close to this place 
and  respiratory problems is more prevalent among seniors.     
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7.  If a crematory is allowed to be built,  "City of Gaithersburg" standing among the places to live will certainly go down 
and can expect lawsuits based on Health and Safety reasons.  

  

8.  Please feel free to have open discussions with me. 

  

Thank you, 

Very truly 

Avi Sood 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
 

 



6

 
Mercury inhalation poisoning and acute lung injury 
Acute mercury inhalation poisoning is a rare cause of acute lung 
injury. It is usually fatal because of progress... 
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Jasmine Forbes

From: Jasmine Forbes
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 9:11 AM
To: 'M Lozada'
Subject: RE: Crematorium application SP-8415-2020.

Good Morning,  
 
Thank you for your correspondence related to Concept Site Plan application SP‐8415‐2020. Your correspondence will be 
included in the Council’s record for their consideration.  
 
Regards,  
Jasmine Forbes  
 
 

 

Jasmine Forbes, Planner I 
Planning and Code Administration  
City of Gaithersburg | 31 South Summit Avenue| Gaithersburg, MD, 20877 
Direct: 240‐805‐1069 | Main: 301‐258‐6330| www.gaithersburgmd.gov  
Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov  

 
 
 
 
 

From: M Lozada <mlnjohnson@mail.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 11, 2020 11:54 PM 
To: Laurie‐Anne Sayles <Laurie‐Anne.Sayles@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Neil Harris <Neil.Harris@gaithersburgmd.gov>; 
Michael Sesma <michael.sesma@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Ryan Spiegel <ryan.spiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Robert Wu 
<robert.wu@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Cc: Jud Ashman <Jud.Ashman@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Jasmine Forbes <Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Subject: Crematorium application SP‐8415‐2020. 

 

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 

 

Good evening council members, 

I write to you with a great disappointment that our city is evening considering approving this application.   

Some points to consider: 

- How does this new development/addition enhance and improve our neighbourhood in any way? 

- How can a crematorium that emits dangerous chemicals be allowed in a residential neighbourhood which includes parks 
and schools? 
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- Comparison are done with Pumphrey's in Bethesda however this should not be compared to them since it was 
grandfathered and existed prior to the immediate residential  buildings to it 

- Devol states there will not be additional traffic however that cannot be true why else would they apply for a bigger 
parking lot 

I am in shock that this is even being considered in a residential area. Ask most if not all residents and we support 
businesses that benefit our community. Does the current situation of COVID-19 not remind us that HEALTH and SAFETY is 
on top of the list that matters most to human life? There is plenty of evidence that burning bodies in a incinerator causes 
pollutants in the air around the surrounding areas where it is located. This type of business should not be located in or 
adjacent to a residential area period. It's extremely sad and disappointing to me that the city is considering this although I 
can not be totally shocked as you are allowing  a 24 hour Wawa gas station to be built behind my home right next to my 
playground where my babies play. This is definitely a environmental injustice to our community. Both the Devol's proposed 
crematorium and Wawa's gas station would NOT have been approved in a residential area in Montgomery county why does 
Gaithersburg think this would be OK for our city. Anyone who lives here or visits Gaithersburg can see a difference 
between the East and West side of Gaithersburg. The demographics between the East and West side show the differences 
between income, race, health coverage, transportation etc. Something some people tend to forget is that even if this were 
to be in compliance with city code it does not mean it is ethically right. History in our country has shown a lot of injustices 
through centuries/decades of wrongdoing. Sometimes things get fixed later on but at that point the damage has been 
done. Let's do the right thing and vote NO to the crematorium.  

  

I sincerely hope that you further review the application and reconsider your stance on this issue and not approve the 
application. 

  

V/R, 

Mónica Lozada 
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Jasmine Forbes

From: Jasmine Forbes
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 9:23 AM
To: 'goggingg@aol.com'
Subject: RE: Comments About DeVol Crematorium Proposal and A Request For Information 

Regarding DeVol's Plans

Good Morning,  
 
Thank you for your correspondence related to Concept Site Plan application SP‐8415‐2020. Your correspondence will be 
included in the Council’s record for their consideration.  
 
Regards,  
Jasmine Forbes  
 
 

 

Jasmine Forbes, Planner I 
Planning and Code Administration  
City of Gaithersburg | 31 South Summit Avenue| Gaithersburg, MD, 20877 
Direct: 240‐805‐1069 | Main: 301‐258‐6330| www.gaithersburgmd.gov  
Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov  

 
 
 
 
 
From: goggingg@aol.com <goggingg@aol.com>  
Sent: Saturday, September 12, 2020 2:02 PM 
To: Jud Ashman <Jud.Ashman@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Cc: Laurie‐Anne Sayles <Laurie‐Anne.Sayles@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Michael Sesma 
<michael.sesma@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Ryan Spiegel <ryan.spiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Robert Wu 
<robert.wu@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Neil Harris <Neil.Harris@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Jasmine Forbes 
<Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Planning External Mailing <Planning@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Subject: Comments About DeVol Crematorium Proposal and A Request For Information Regarding DeVol's Plans 

 

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 

 
Mai Liis Goggin 
440 Gaither St. 
Gaithersburg, MD 20877 
301-963-9079 
goggingg@aol.com 
 
The Honorable Mayor of Gaithersburg, Jud Ashman 
Gaithersburg City Hall 
31 S Summit Ave., Gaithersburg MD 20877 
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Dear Mayor Ashman,  Gaithersburg City Council Members, and Gaithersburg City Planner, 
 
My husband and I, along with many other residents who live in the vicinity of DeVol Funeral Home, 
have found ourselves confronted with the onerous task of having to take a 'crash-course' in the 
subject of crematoria in order to familiarize ourselves with the issue that we are quite suddenly 
confronted with: i.e., the possibility that a crematorium would be built near our homes. In the process 
of becoming as well-informed as possible regarding the matter, we have, in effect, been subjected to 
many graphic images and details of what is entailed in the operation of such facilities.   
 
Among the information I have read, I learned that crematorium related accidents can - and do - occur, 
and that they can be caused either by human error or by equipment malfunctions. (In a recent case in 
California, a malfunction resulted in the visible release of large plumes of smoke and pollutants which 
were ejected from the smokestack of the facility). 
 
We, the residents of Gaithersburg who live in the East Deer Park area, are concerned about the 
physiological effects that toxins emitted by a crematorium located near to our homes could have on 
us. 
 
The possibility of having a crematorium so close to our home is causing a great deal of stress in our 
lives, and I have to wonder, are we not to be afforded the same rights to the enjoyment of our 
properties as are others who are not so unlucky as to have a crematorium planned for their 
neighborhood?  If I have read correctly with regard to zoning ordinances, would these rights not 
include being allowed to enjoy the use of our homes without our enjoyment being disrupted by 
businesses which are not in harmony with our residential area?   
 
Frankly, I would like to know how a person should reasonably be expected to take pleasure 
from his/her home-environment while smelling (and possibly seeing) the results of the burning of 
human flesh just yards away, to state things in an aptly blunt way. 
 
What enjoyment would there be in knowing that opening a window would result in pollutants from 
the incineration of bodies to enter, instead of bringing in fresh air?  How would one enjoy looking out 
of a window and seeing a plume of what used to be a living human being coming out of a 
smokestack, whether the smoke would be clearly or faintly visible?  
 
DeVol Funeral Home states that the crematorium would fit in architecturally, but for those of us who 
live nearby, the appearance of the structure is not of very much consequence, since we know its 
purpose; The house would not be 'in disguise' to us!  
 
Are we, the people who live in proximity to the funeral home, expected to remain unaffected by the 
knowledge that our homes and our belongings would become imbued with the residues and odors 
and toxins which would, inevitably, in time permeate our belongings due to the numerous bodies that 
would be burned nearby?  
 
My husband and I are long-time residents of Gaithersburg. We would be very sorry to move away 
from here, but we feel that we would have to to do so, should the crematorium be permitted: I have an 
autoimmune illness, which is the main reason why we do not want to be exposed to even so-called 
'low' levels of toxins emitted by a crematorium.  
 
We request that the following points be added to the city council's records:  
 
We ask that we be kept informed in a timely manner (either in writing, before the city council's final 
meeting, scheduled for October the fifth, or via an addressing of the matter by an official of the DeVol 
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Funeral Home during the council meeting of September the fifteenth) as to when the cremations 
would begin to take place, should the petition to add a crematorium be permitted: This is so that we 
would be able to prepare in advance to move out out of our home before the first cremations occur.   
 
I have sent a separate e-mail to the mayor and city council today which recaps what I have written 
here regarding this matter, and which states a further related request for information from DeVol 
Funeral Home. We ask that those points also be addressed during the city council meeting on 
September the 15th, and that they be passed on to representatives of DeVol Funeral Home. 
 
We estimate that we would need, at the very least, four months to complete our move.  We believe 
that this would be a reasonable amount of time to request. (Less than that would put an additional 
burden on us). To clarify, we are asking that we be informed, before the City Council's decision is 
made on October the 5th, as to how long it would take from the day that approval is granted until the 
time that the crematorium would become functional.     
 
Should it be that the crematorium were to be completed before the end of the four month period, we 
ask that an extension of the time before cremations begin to be performed be made available to 
us (up until the end of the four- month period, or more,) so that we would be able to finish our move 
before cremations begin.  As it is, we feel that that is the least DeVol Funeral Home could do, after 
the stress they've caused us; we do not think that we should be forced to leave under extreme time 
pressure on top of all else.     
 
I will also be sending a separate email today to the mayor and city council, containing the above 
requests and questions that we have for Vol Funeral Home.  (I believe that listing those points in a 
separate email would make them easier to refer to).  
 
My family, including I myself, were refugees after the second world war; I do not want to face a 
situation which feels even a little similar to what I experienced earlier in life.  (None of this situation is 
due to our actions). 
   
DeVol Funeral Home says that the reason that they want to add a crematorium is that they wish to 
serve the community, but surely those ends could be achieved in a better and more complete way: 
One which would allow the funeral home to meet the needs of the diverse populations that they 
serve, while at the same time taking into account the interests and legitimate concerns of the 
residents of the nearby community, which includes a large minority presence.   
 
We hope very much that a more suitable place can be found for the location of a crematorium, 
somewhere at a good distance away from where people live.  Perhaps that might entail constructing a 
new funeral home wherever the crematorium might be placed, in order to keep the two facilities 
together, as the proximity of one building to the other seems to be a key issue for DeVol.  
 
Regards, 
 
Mai Liis Goggin  
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Jasmine Forbes

From: Jasmine Forbes
Sent: Monday, September 14, 2020 9:28 AM
To: 'goggingg@aol.com'
Subject: RE: Request For Information From DeVol Funeral Home

Good Morning,   
 
Thank you for your correspondence related to Concept Site Plan application SP‐8415‐2020. Your correspondence will be 
included in the Council’s record for their consideration.  
 
Regards,  
Jasmine Forbes  
 
 

 

Jasmine Forbes, Planner I 
Planning and Code Administration  
City of Gaithersburg | 31 South Summit Avenue| Gaithersburg, MD, 20877 
Direct: 240‐805‐1069 | Main: 301‐258‐6330| www.gaithersburgmd.gov  
Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov  

 
 
 
 
 
From: goggingg@aol.com <goggingg@aol.com>  
Sent: Saturday, September 12, 2020 2:19 PM 
To: Jud Ashman <Jud.Ashman@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Cc: Laurie‐Anne Sayles <Laurie‐Anne.Sayles@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Michael Sesma 
<michael.sesma@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Ryan Spiegel <ryan.spiegel@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Robert Wu 
<robert.wu@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Neil Harris <Neil.Harris@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Jasmine Forbes 
<Jasmine.Forbes@gaithersburgmd.gov>; Planning External Mailing <Planning@gaithersburgmd.gov> 
Subject: Request For Information From DeVol Funeral Home 

 

This email is from an EXTERNAL source. Please use caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 

 
The Honorable Mayor of Gaithersburg, Jud Ashman, Members of the Gaithersburg City Council, and 
Gaithersburg City Planner,  
Gaithersburg City Hall 
31 S Summit Ave., Gaithersburg MD 20877 
 
Dear Mayor Ashman, Gaithersburg City Council Members, and Gaithersburg City Planner, 
 
Below, is a recap of part of an email which I sent to you earlier today (Sept. 12th) regarding my 
request for information about possible construction of a crematorium at 14 E. Deer Park Dr.  Should 
the petition by granted, my husband and I would move away from Gaithesburg. 
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I have added to this another request (point 4), below, which is not included in the previous email of 
Sept. 12th. (We ask that it also be included in the city council's records).  
 
We request that all the points, below, be passed on to DeVol Funeral Home's representatives 
(perhaps at the Sept. 15th city council meeting or through any other official communication before the 
final decision regarding the crematorium is made on October the 5th).  Our decision as to whether to 
move out of our home in Gaithersburg depends on whether or not Resolution SP-8415-2020 passes. 
   
We ask that representatives for DeVol Funeral Home provide us with responses to the following 
points in a timely way (as stated below).  Alternatively, we request that we be contacted by the the 
mayor's office or by a City Council member or other representative of the City with replies to our 
requests for information from DeVol Funeral Home.   
 
Answers to the requests listed below would make moving from our home (which we would need to 
do, should it come to pass that the petition for adding the crematorium is granted) a little easier  
 
Thank you in advance! 
 
Recap of Points Made in My Previous Email of Sept. the 12th Regarding DeVol Funeral Homes Plans 
for Adding a Crematorium: 
 
1. We ask that we be kept informed of responses by DeVol to the below listed points. (Perhaps this 
could be done during the City Council meeting of September the 15th)?  This is so that we would be 
able to prepare in advance to move out out of our home before the first cremations take place.   
 
2.  We estimate that we would need, at the very least, four months to complete our move.  We believe 
that this would be a reasonable amount of time to request. (Less than that would put an additional 
burden on us). To clarify, we are asking that we be informed, before the city council's decision is 
made on October the fifth, as to how long it would take from the day that approval is granted until the 
time that the crematorium would become become functional.     
 
3.  Should it be that the crematorium were to be completed before the end of the four month period, 
we ask that an extension of the time before cremations begin to be performed be made available to 
us (up until the end of the four month period, or more) so that we would be able to finish our move 
before cremations begin.  As it is, we feel that that is the least DeVol Funeral Home could do after the 
stress they've caused us; we do not think that we should be forced to leave under extreme time 
pressure on top of all else.     
 
An Additional Point (Which Was Not Included in My Earilier Sept. 12th Email), Which We Ask to Also 
Have Included in the City Record: 
  
4. We ask that DeVol Funeral Home notify us in a timely manner (within two weeks or sooner) by 
postal service mail at the above address, or by phone at 301-963-9079, in advance of when the 
crematorium is ready to begin operations to let us know that they are ready to commence with the 
incinerations.  As an alternative to this, we request that this information be passed on to us by a 
Gaithersburg City Council member or other representative of the city who is in contact with the funeral 
home.  
 
Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter! 
 
Mai Liis Goggin 
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